For Immediate Release                                   Contact:  Patrick T. Nolan

September 15, 2005                                        Communications Specialist (Mgr.)

                                                                         860-713-5790

                                                                         Patrick.Nolan@po.state.ct.us or

                                                                         www.ct.gov/dpw
State Department of Public Works And Judicial Branch

Dedicate New Appellate Court In Hartford

          The state Department of Public Works (DPW) and the Judicial Branch celebrated the dedication of the new Appellate Court at 75 Elm Street in Hartford on Sept. 8, 2005.

          The Appellate Court was formerly located at the courthouse at 95 Washington Street.  The move to this larger, newly renovated facility is expected to provide greater efficiency and enhance the Appellate Court’s ability to serve the residents of the State of Connecticut.

          Speaking before an overflow audience at the ribbon-cutting ceremony, DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming stated, “In restoring this historic property at 75 Elm Street, we have succeeded in creating a courthouse that is functional and beautiful, providing ample, fitting and modern space for the Appellate Court of the State of Connecticut.  It is not only a feather in the state’s cap; by preserving historical buildings we are also benefiting the City of Hartford.  Public Works is proud to have played a vital role in administering this project.”
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          Chief Judge of the Appellate Court William J. Lavery said, "I want to thank everybody who made the new Appellate courthouse a reality.  Many people contributed time and energy to this project and Department of Public Works' employees oversaw the renovations.  Their diligence and attention to detail has made this building what it is."
          Speakers at the event, in addition to Commissioner Fleming and Judge Lavery, included Chief Justice William J. Sullivan, Chief Justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court, Chief Justice Francis M. McDonald, Jr. (retired), Connecticut Supreme Court, and Louis R. Pepe, Esq., president of the Connecticut Bar Association.  The invocation was delivered by Monsignor Charles B. Johnson.

          The $6.1 million project totally renovated this historic 48,255 square foot building and the grounds surrounding it.  The new interior includes one courtroom, judges’ chambers, conference rooms, offices and staff support space.

          The contractor was The Nutmeg Companies, Inc. of Norwich, and the architect was Ricci-Greene Associates of New York.

          The 75 Elm Street facility, a red brick and limestone structure, was originally built in 1913 as the Scottish Union and National Fire Insurance company headquarters building.  The State of Connecticut has occupied the building since the mid-1960s using it for Judicial Branch administrative offices.
(more)
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          The Appellate Court was established in 1983 and was formerly located on the 4th floor at the Hartford Judicial District Courthouse located at 95 Washington Street.
          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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