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Governor M. Jodi Rell, Public Works And Education Department Host

Groundbreaking At Abbott Tech In Danbury

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and State Department of Education Commissioner Betty J. Sternberg hosted a groundbreaking ceremony on June 8, 2006 for additions and major renovations at Henry Abbott Technical High School at 21 Hayestown Avenue in Danbury.
          The $54 million project includes a new shop wing; renovation of the existing classroom wing, kitchen and cafeteria; new science laboratories, computer and library space; a new maintenance garage; and new athletic fields, parking lots and driveways.

          Governor Rell stated at the groundbreaking, “We all know the great reputation of Abbott Tech.  When we see the graduates of this school, we know we are doing something right.  So this construction project is a priority for us.  In fact, we are committed to upgrading and expanding all of the state technical high schools in Connecticut.”
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          DPW Commissioner Fleming said, “This major project at Abbott Technical High School represents one of the largest Public Works projects in the state.  It will have a significant positive impact on the lives of the students, the workforce and the economy of the Danbury region.  I look forward to a quality project completed on time and on budget.” 

          Education Commissioner Sternberg stated, “This project is part of a system-wide upgrade of all of our technical high school facilities throughout Connecticut.  When these projects are completed, we will be able to offer state-of-the-art facilities and equipment to support these important career-building programs.”

          Speakers at the groundbreaking ceremony, in addition to Governor Rell, Commissioner Fleming and Commissioner Sternberg, included Superintendent of the Connecticut Technical High School System Abigail Hughes, Danbury Mayor Mark Boughton, and State Senator David Cappiello, Danbury.  The master of ceremonies was Robert Sandagata, Ph.D, principal of Abbott Tech.

          Dr. Sandagata stated, “The staff and the students have been waiting a long time for this day to arrive.  We are very excited about the possibilities that the new facilities will mean for our students in preparing them for the world economy.”

         The project is scheduled for completion in early 2008.
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           The project architect is Tai Soo Kim Partners, Architects, of Hartford, the construction administrator is Gilbane Building Company of Glastonbury, and the contractor is O & G Industries, Inc. of Torrington.

          The new additions to the school will total 116,000 square feet and the renovations will encompass 84,000 square feet.  An existing 35,000 square feet of space consisting of the old shop wing will be demolished.
          The new shop wing will provide modern, state-of-the-art space for auto mechanics, auto body, manufacturing technology, carpentry, plumbing, electrical, HVAC, electronics, and drafting.

          A new southeast entry will be built, as well as an academic wing including new science labs, science classrooms, computer labs, hairdressing and physical therapy spaces, library space and a new lecture room.   The entire building will be air conditioned.  In addition, new athletic fields are planned for soccer and baseball, and new tennis courts will be built.

          Abbott Tech was built in 1953 to serve the Danbury region.  Today the school has a student population of 600.  It is expected to increase to 670 upon project completion.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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