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Construction

Public Works Growth Helps Offset Housing Drop

P ublic construction is contributing

its share to help offset a 19% . Total Public Construction
decline in private residential con- 290
struction through the first half of this
year, according to the U.S. Dept. of 280
Commerce data for construction
put-in-place through the first half of 270
this year. In 2006, private home
building accounted for 54% of the 260 2 4 . 2 F ' F " F
dollar volume of all construction put- A EB. MARCH . ARRILIA P MAYIE JNE
in_p|ace. Wh“e pUb'IC COﬂStI’UCtiOﬂ SOURCE: U.S. DEPT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION PUT-IN-PLACE,

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED RATE IN CURRENT DOLLARS.

accounted for only 21% of all con-

struction last year, it has grown 11% z
above the total for the first half of Public Construction

last year. MARKET: YEAR-TO-DATE 2007 2006 %CHG. % CHG.
Through the first six months of I JRE oMM MO Yom
thiesveer:public constructiofbiad TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 127.78 11507  +9.0 +11.1
y Residential 3.31..2.98 ' 1480/ 4111

$284 billion, including double-digit Office A R TR
gains in 9 of 13 major categories Commercial 173 149 -25 4164
tracked by Commerce. This includes Health care 389 8306 12 4275
year-to-year gains of 28% for public Educational 36.40 33.01 +143 +10.3
health-care works, 24% for public Public safety J AVT - S44 - 472 4212
power construction and 21% for the :::::::‘:::::d Srtaiel :':? :'i; :3'2 :f:':
public safety market, which includes P 5% A% o 1ae
prisons and courts. Highway and street 3214 3021 +11.0 +6.4
The largest public sector, educa- Sewage and waste disposal 1114 1045 +53  +6.6
tion, was up 10%, to $36 billion, Water supply 7437 .882. 488 . al4
during the first six months of the Conservation and development 247 241 432 425

year. The second largest public mar- SOURCE: DEPT. OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION PUT-IN-PLACE.
ket, highways, was up 6%.
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