Adopted:  December 17, 2013


 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Regular Meeting

Tuesday – November 19, 2013
A regular meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Tuesday, November 19, 2013, at the offices of Connecticut Innovations, 865 Brook Street, Rocky Hill, Connecticut.

Call to Order:  Noting the presence of a quorum, Jewel Mullen, Chairperson of the Advisory Committee and Commissioner of the Department of Public Health, called the meeting to order at 1:13 p.m.  Members present:  Sandra Engle, Ph.D. (by phone); Gerald Fishbone, M.D; Christopher Heinen, Ph.D.; James Hughes, Ph.D. (by phone); Diane Krause, M.D., Ph.D.(by phone); Jewel Mullen, M.D., M.P.H., M.P.A.; Paul Pescatello, J.D., Ph.D. (by phone-arrived at 1:32 p.m.); and Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S.  
Members absent: Treena Livingston Arinzeh, Ph.D.; Richard H. Dees, Ph.D.; David Goldhamer, Ph.D.; Ronald Hart, Ph.D.; and Ann Kiessling, Ph.D. 
Other Attendees:  Isolde Bates (UCONN); Marianne Horn (DPH); Joseph Landry (CI); Stacy Schulman (DPH); and Paula Wilson (YALE-by phone). 
Opening Remarks
Dr. Mullen thanked everyone for attending and participating.  Dr. Heinen, Associate Professor, Department of Medicine at the University of Connecticut Health Center, was introduced as a member of the Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee members welcomed Dr. Heinen.
Approval of Minutes – Advisory Committee Meetings
The Advisory Committee members were asked to consider the minutes from the September 17, 2013 meeting.  In response to a discussion that occurred at the September 17, 2013 meeting about funding for the core facilities, Attorney Horn indicated that the 2014 Request for Proposals includes funding of up to $1,000,000 or $500,000 per applicant for the core facilities.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of adopting the minutes from the September 17, 2013 regular meeting as proposed. VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Heinen) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
The Advisory Committee members were asked to consider the minutes from the October 15, 2013 Grant Modification Subcommittee meeting.  Attorney Horn stated that it has been the practice of the Advisory Committee to ratify the minutes from subcommittee meetings.  Not everyone had a copy of the proposed minutes from the October 15, 2013 Grant Modification Subcommittee meeting, and there was general agreement to table consideration of the minutes until the December meeting.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of tabling the minutes from the October 15, 2013 Grant Modification Subcommittee meeting until the next Advisory Committee meeting. VOTE: 7-0-0 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Heinen, Hughes, Krause, Mullen and Wallack) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
Revised Lay Summaries
The Advisory Committee members reviewed the revised lay summaries for the following grants:

· 09-SCB-Yale-27, Dr. Lu, principal investigator

· 10-SCB-19, Dr. Qiu, principal investigator (Yale)
· 11-SCB-24, Dr. Li, principal investigator (UCHC)
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the revised lay summary for grant 09-SCB-Yale-27, Dr. Lu, principal investigator. VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Heinen, Hughes, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Krause) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the revised lay summary for grant 10-SCB-19, Dr. Qiu, principal investigator (Yale). VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Heinen, Hughes, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Krause) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Krause, seconded by Dr. Engle, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the revised lay summary for grant 10-SCB-24, Dr. Li, principal investigator (UCHC). VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Heinen) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
Animal Care Protocol Modification
The Advisory Committee members reviewed the request to modify the animal care protocol for grant 13-SCA-UCHC-01, Dr. Lo, principal investigator.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Krause, seconded by Dr. Engle, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of approving the modification of the animal care protocol for grant 13-SCA-UCHC-01, Dr. Lo, principal investigator. VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Heinen) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
Effort Reduction
The request for a reduction in effort for grant 13-SCA-YALE-27, Dr. Ruddle, principal investigator, was discussed.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of approving the reduction in effort for grant 13-SCA-YALE-27, Dr. Ruddle, principal investigator. VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Heinen, Hughes, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Krause) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
Carryforward Request
The Advisory Committee members considered the carryforward request for grant 12-SCDIS-YALE-01, Dr. Redmond, principal investigator.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Engle, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of approving the carryforward request for grant 12-SCDIS-YALE-01, Dr. Redmond, principal investigator. VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Heinen, Hughes, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Krause) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
Final Technical/Fiscal Reports

The following final technical/fiscal reports were reviewed:

· 09SCBUCON18, Dr. Rasmussen, principal investigator

· 10SCA06, Dr. Aneskievich, principal investigator (UCON)
· 10SCA47, Dr. Drazinic, principal investigator (UCHC)
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Krause, seconded by Dr. Engle, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the final technical/fiscal reports for grant 09SCBUCON18, Dr. Rasmussen, principal investigator. VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Heinen) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Krause, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the final technical/fiscal reports for grant 10SCA06, Dr. Aneskievich, principal investigator. VOTE: 6-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen and Wallack; Abstention:  Heinen) (Dr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   

A discussion ensued on the reports for grant 10SCA47.  It was noted that the  principal investigator for the seed grant had almost three years rather than two to complete the aims, and some concern was raised that the principal investigator indicated that certain goals could not be met because of the “short-time frame.”  After discussion, it was noted that in general, repeated lack of productivity of any investigator would most likely affect future grant awards for that investigator.  

Dr. Pescatello arrived during this discussion.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Krause, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the final technical/fiscal reports for grant 10SCA47, Dr. Drazinic, principal investigator. VOTE: 6-1-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen, and Pescatello; Opposed:  Wallack; Abstention:  Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   
Annual Report
The Advisory Committee members discussed the annual report for grant 11SCDIS02, Dr. Boelsterli, principal investigator (UCON).  There was a discussion about the progress made and publications by the investigators.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Krause, seconded by Dr. Engle, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the annual report for grant 11SCDIS02, Dr. Boelsterli, principal investigator (UCON). VOTE: 7-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen, Pescatello, and Wallack; Abstention:  Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   
Effort Increase
Mr. Landry asked that the Advisory Committee members to consider the change in effort request for grant 13-SCB-UCHC-05, Dr. Chhabra, principal investigator.  Noting that this item was not on the agenda, Attorney Horn asked the Advisory Committee members to consider an addition to the agenda.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of adding to the agenda the consideration of the increased effort request for grant 13-SCB-UCHC-05, Dr. Chhabra, principal investigator. VOTE: 7-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen,  Pescatello, and Wallack; Abstention: Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   
The Advisory Committee members discussed the requested increase in effort from 50 percent to 95 percent for Dr. Chhabra.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Engle, seconded by Dr. Krause, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of approving the increase in the principal investigator’s effort for grant 13-SCB-UCHC-05, Dr. Chhabra, principal investigator. VOTE: 7-0-1 (In favor:  Engle, Fishbone, Hughes, Krause, Mullen, Pescatello, and Wallack; Abstention: Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   
Rebudget Requests
Mr. Landry reported that CI approved a rebudget request for grant 11SCA40, Dr. Sundaram, principal investigator (Yale).

Interim Financial Reports
Not all of the members received information on the interim financial reports for grants 12-SCA-UCHC-15, Dr. Kuchel (previously Dr. Carlson), principal investigator, and grant 12-SCD-UCHC-01, Dr. Xu/Grabel, principal investigators, so this item will be added to the December agenda for informational purposes.
Ethics Training
Stacy Schulman, the ethics liaison from the Department of Public Health, provided an overview of the Guide to Code of Ethics for public officials and state employees and discussed ethics issues that apply to the Advisory Committee members.  She noted that the Advisory Committee members are considered public officials of the state of Connecticut.  Attorney Schulman stated that the code was designed to prevent individuals from using their public position or authority for personal or financial gain.  In response to a question, Attorney Schulman explained the rules for accepting lunches/meals or drinks.  She talked about the restrictions regarding gifts from both restricted and non-restricted donors and the exception for life events.  Attorney Schulman indicated that the Advisory Committee members are required to file an Annual Statement of Financial Interests with the Office of State Ethics by May 1.  She indicated that new members may be required to file within 30 days and will confirm whether Dr. Heinen is required to file within 30 days.
Attorney Schulman explained the reimbursable “necessary qualified expenses” if an official in his/her capacity actively participates in an event.  She indicated that within 30 days of receiving payment or reimbursement of necessary qualified expenses, the official must file the required form with the Office of State Ethics.  Attorney Schulman indicated that public officials may not accept a fee or honoraria for an article, appearance, speech or participation in an event in their official capacity. 

Attorney Schulman described the post-state employment (revolving door) provisions and bans from outside employment for public officials and state employees.  A question arose as to whether an Advisory Committee member who resigns from the committee has to wait year before applying for a grant.  Attorney Schulman will follow-up on this question. 

Attorney Schulman discussed conflicts of interest and potential conflicts of interests.  Attorney Horn stated that members are encouraged to recuse themselves from any discussion or vote if there is an appearance of a conflict of interest.  

Report from Subcommittee for Future SCR Funding
Dr. Wallack provided an update from the subcommittee formed to investigate further funding for stem cell research in Connecticut.  Dr. Wallack indicated that the subcommittee consists of Dr. Engle, Dr. Krause, Dr. Goldhamer, Dr. Pescatello, Dr. Wallack, Dr. Lin and Dr. Lalande.  

He highlighted discussions held at recent meetings and with others regarding state bond funding of $175,000,000 for years 2015 through 2025.  He explained the rationale for requesting $15,000,000 per year for the first six years, $20,000,000 a year for the last four years and $5,000,000 ($500,000 a year) to administer the program.  Dr. Wallack stated that discussions were held with Representative Lonnie Reed, House Chair of the Energy and Technology Committee and Co-Chair of the Life Sciences Caucus; and Representative Patricia Widlitz, House Chair of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee, a voting member of the State Bond Commission and a member of the Public Health and Banks Committees.  Discussions were also held with Benjamin Barnes, Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management and a voting member of the State Bond Commission, about the extension of bond funding for stem cell research.  Dr. Wallack noted that supporting material was provided to the legislators and representatives from the Office of Policy and Management, including oral testimony about the Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee’s accomplishments and contributions to Connecticut’s economy and scientific excellence, the report from the Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering and other information about the Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee.  Dr. Wallack and Attorney Horn indicated that favorable feedback was received.  
Attorney Horn questioned whether the group discussed non-state and non-federal funding sources. Dr. Wallack noted that there may still be a need for some federal and/or state funding even with almost fully self-sustained programs.  Attorney Horn noted that the state expects the recovery of some of its funds through the sharing of intellectual property.  She indicated the need to form a subcommittee to look at that issue further and track what has been done and licenses and patents.  It is anticipated that any new legislation will include language about the sharing of royalties from intellectual property from projects that receive state funding.  Dr. Wallack indicated that discussions were held about an appropriate structure for professionally managing and administering the program for the future.  In response to a question, Attorney Horn mentioned that the funding for the next two years will come from bond funds and should be a seamless transition.  

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Next Meeting Date

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 17, 2013.
Adjournment
MOTION:  Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of adjourning the meeting at 2:25 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:



















_____________________







Dr. Jewel Mullen, Chair
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