Minutes
Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee -  Subcommittee Special Meeting on 

Future Funding for Stem Cell Research – 2015-2025

Tuesday, October 8, 2013 – 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Department of Public Health

410 Capitol Avenue, 3C

Hartford, CT

Attendees: Sandra Engle, Ph.D.; Marianne Horn, J.D. (for start of meeting); Diane Krause, M.D., Ph.D., Marc Lalande, Ph.D., Haifan Lin, Ph.D., Milton Wallack, D.D.S.  
1. Approval of Minutes of September 9, 2013 meeting. Minutes amended. Item 2 postscript to read: “Dr. Lalande forwarded to the subcommittee the actual legislation pertaining to the Bioscience Fund.”
2. Report and update of recent activities.

a. Milt reported that he contacted Rep. Lonnie Reed about our desire to extend funding for stem cell research (SCR) for 2015-2025.

i. She immediately contacted O.P.M. Sec. Ben Barnes and quickly arranged for a meeting which took place on Monday, September 30, 2013 with Sec. Barnes and two staff members.

ii. She also arranged for Rep. Pat Widlitz, Co-Chair of Finance to attend.

iii. Also in attendance were Marc and Haifan.

b. Highlights of the meeting with Sec. Barnes consisted of:

i. Discussion of accomplishments of CT Stem Cell Program

ii. Discussion of value of continued funding for SCR.

iii. Discussion of difference between funding for the Bioscience Innovation Fund and funding for SCR.

iv. Request for consideration of bonded funding for SCR 2015-2025 of $175 million. $15 million/year for years 1-6; $20 million/year for years 7-10; $5 million for management and administration.

c. Sec. Barnes appreciated our preparation and noted that he felt it was appropriate to consider funding in the spring legislative session. That if approved he thought SCR had potential for a large return on investment.
d. Since our September meeting, Sandra has been working on developing ideas about the value that SCR in CT would provide in terms of business and commercialization.

i. She today provided the subcommittee with a brief summary statement which we could immediately use in a discussion of value for SCR.

ii. Sandra emphasized her belief that SCR was an extensive growth industry.

iii. Haifan, Marc and Diane also noted that job creation in SCR were high paying skilled jobs.

e. We all discussed the idea that CT could become a “Hub” for biomedical research.

3. Other business and next steps
a. It was suggested that we should circle back to Gov. Malloy and update him on what we are accomplishing and our activities pertaining to our efforts to secure funding for SCR for 2015-2025.

i. Milt will contact Lonnie Reed and ask her if she and Pat Widlitz would facilitate updating the Governor.

ii. We will also provide Lonnie and Pat with additional information to discuss.

b. Milt will in addition contact Sec. Barnes’ two staff members and provide them with additional information. 
c. It was felt that the SCR initiative needed more public awareness of our accomplishments and value.

i. It was decided to use the upcoming Thursday, November 7th retreat as an opportunity to share our message.

1. We will ask Lonnie and Pat to facilitate that elected officials will be invited. Lonnie will also be asked to specifically invite Tony Hwang, her Republican co-chair of the House Life Science Committee.  

2. We will also try to get media people to attend. In addition, we will try to get Bill Hathaway to facilitate this in coordination with a Uconn PR person. 

3. In addition, we will also consider preparing press releases and op-ed articles. We will consult with Sec. Barnes and his staff about this.

ii. Marc will work to arrange for the update at the November 7th retreat.

d. Sandra will work to complete her SCR value statement.

e. We will wait until the November 7th retreat to schedule the next meeting.

4. Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.
