Adopted:  March 18, 2014


 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Regular Meeting

Tuesday – January 21, 2014
A regular meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Tuesday, January 21, 2014, at the offices of Connecticut Innovations, 865 Brook Street, Rocky Hill, Connecticut.

Call to Order:  Noting the presence of a quorum, Marianne Horn, representing Jewel Mullen, Chairperson of the Advisory Committee, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  Members present:  Richard H. Dees Ph.D (by phone); Sandra Engle, Ph.D. (by phone); Gerald Fishbone, M.D (by phone); David Goldhamer, Ph.D. (by phone); Ronald Hart, Ph.D. (by phone); Christopher Heinen, Ph.D. (by phone); Marianne Horn, J.D.; James Hughes, Ph.D. (by phone); Jewel Mullen, M.D., M.P.H., M.P.A. (by phone-arrived at 1:30 p.m.); Paul Pescatello, J.D., Ph.D. (by phone-arrived at 1:15 p.m.) and Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S. (by phone).  
Members absent:  Treena Livingston Arinzeh, Ph.D.; Ann Kiessling, Ph.D; and Diane Krause, M.D., Ph.D. 
Other Attendees:  Ariel Drew (CI); and Joseph Landry (CI).
Opening Remarks
Attorney Horn thanked everyone for attending and participating telephonically. She indicated that she will be representing Dr. Mullen until Dr. Mullen arrives.  

Approval of Minutes – Advisory Committee Meetings
The Advisory Committee members reviewed the minutes from the December 17, 2013 regular meeting.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Hughes, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adopting the minutes from the December 17, 2013 regular meeting as proposed. VOTE: 9-0-0 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Goldhamer, Hart, Heinen, Horn, Hughes, and Wallack) (Mr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
Annual Reports
Mr. Landry mentioned that CI received the annual report for grant 12-SCB-UCONN-02, Dr. Lai, principal investigator.  From CI’s perspective, Mr. Landry indicated that there are no concerns with the report.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the annual report for grant 12-SCB-UCONN-02, Dr. Lai, principal investigator.  VOTE: 7-0-2 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Hart, Horn, Hughes, and Wallack; Abstentions:  Heinen and Goldhamer) (Mr. Pescatello was not present for the vote). MOTION PASSED.   
Mr. Landry noted that fiscal report was previously received for 12-SCA-YALE-02, Dr. Slack, principal investigator.  However, the technical report was not included at that time because the investigator was out of the country.  Concerns were expressed with the uncertainness of who is in charge of the project and the adequateness of the technical report and lay summary.  The Advisory Committee members discussed how to proceed.  There was general consensus that the report could not be accepted in its present form and to table the acceptance of the report.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of tabling the acceptance of the annual report for grant 12-SCA-YALE-02, Dr. Slack, principal investigator. VOTE: 10-0-0 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Goldhamer, Hart, Heinen, Horn, Hughes, Pescatello and Wallack). MOTION PASSED.   
Final Reports
The Advisory Committee members reviewed the final reports for the following grants:

· 10SCB03, Dr. Krause, principal investigator (Yale)

· 11SCA39, Dr. Covault, principal investigator (UCHC)

· 09SCBUCHC09, Dr. Shapiro, principal investigator  
It was noted that in the final report, Dr. Shapiro referenced CI rather than the State of Connecticut.  Mr. Landry will remind the university that reference should be made to the State of Connecticut and not CI.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Heinen, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the final report for grant 10SCB03, Dr. Krause, principal investigator (Yale).  VOTE: 10-0-0 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Goldhamer, Hart, Heinen, Horn, Hughes, Pescatello and Wallack). MOTION PASSED.   
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Engle, seconded by Dr. Dees, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the final report for grant 11SCA39, Dr. Covault, principal investigator (UCHC).  VOTE: 8-0-2 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Hart, Horn, Hughes, Pescatello and Wallack; Abstentions:  Goldhamer and Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the final report for grant 09SCBUCHC09, Dr. Shapiro, principal investigator.  VOTE: 8-0-2 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Hart, Horn, Hughes, Pescatello and Wallack; Abstentions:  Goldhamer and Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   
The Advisory Committee members asked that future reports require the investigators to report on plans for the future continuation of the project.  

Carryover Request
The Advisory Committee members discussed the carryover request for grant 12-SCA-UCHC-06, Dr. Crocker, principal investigator.   Mr. Landry explained that Dr. Crocker is requesting a carryover of $54,000 into year 2.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Engle, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of approving the carryover request for grant 12-SCA-UCHC-06, Dr. Crocker, principal investigator.  VOTE: 8-0-2 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Hart, Hughes, Mullen, Pescatello and Wallack; Abstentions:  Goldhamer and Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   

Mr. Landry reviewed the carryover request of $51,000 from year 1 to 2 for grant 12-SCA-UCHC-15, Dr. Kuchel, principal investigator.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of approving the carryover request for grant 12-SCA-UCHC-15, Dr. Kuchel, principal investigator.  VOTE: 8-0-2 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Hart, Hughes, Mullen, Pescatello and Wallack; Abstentions:  Goldhamer and Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   
Revised Lay Summary
In response to a concern expressed at the December meeting, Mr. Landry noted that Dr. Ivanova, the principal investigator for grant 12-SCB-Yale-10, resubmitted the lay summary for the grant.  While several Advisory Committee members indicated that the revised lay summary was an improvement, there was general agreement that the lay summary in could be better.  CI will request that Dr. Ivanova improve the lay summary for future submissions.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Engle, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the revised lay summary for grant 12-SCB-Yale-10, Dr. Ivanova, principal investigator (Yale).  VOTE: 10-0-0 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Goldhamer, Hart, Heinen, Hughes, Mullen, Pescatello and Wallack). MOTION PASSED.   
There was a general discussion about the lay summaries.  Due to a lack of sufficient staffing, Attorney Horn noted that the lay summaries are no longer posted on the Department of Public Health Website or anywhere else but are made available upon request.  The Advisory Committee members indicated the desire to have lay summaries posted when and if staffing becomes available.  

Revised Budget Requests
Mr. Landry mentioned that the following revised budget requests were approved by CI and provided for informational purposes:  
· 13-SCD-Yale-01, Dr. Lin, principal investigator
· 13-SCA-Yale-04, Dr. Thomas, principal investigator

· 10SCB12, Dr. Lai, principal investigator (UCONN)
CI will resend the revised budget request information for grant 13-SCD-Yale-01, Dr. Lin, principal investigator, since a majority of the Advisory Committee members could not obtain the information from the Website.  

Annual Audit Report—UCONN 
Mr. Landry mentioned that the annual compliance audit report has been received from UCONN.  After reviewing the report, several Advisory Committee members commended UCONN for the format and materials presented.  CI was asked to find a way to encourage Yale and Wesleyan to submit annual audit reports in a similar manner.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of accepting the annual audit report from UCONN.  VOTE: 8-0-2 (In favor:  Dees, Engle, Fishbone, Hart, Hughes, Mullen, Pescatello and Wallack; Abstentions:  Goldhamer and Heinen). MOTION PASSED.   

Interim Fiscal Report
Mr. Landry indicated that the interim fiscal report was received for grant 09SCBWESL26, Dr. Naegele.  No action is required by the Advisory Committee.   
2014 Proposals Received—CASE 
Mr. Strauss reported on the 2014 proposals received, noting that the deadline for submission was December 18.  He indicated that CI received 111 proposals which are now being reviewed by the Peer Reviewers.  Mr. Strauss stated that one Peer Reviewer was not able to serve this year and has been replaced through the selection committee process and ultimately approved by Dr. Mullen.  He reviewed the breakdown by category of the applications received, noting that the breakdown is similar to last year.  Mr. Strauss discussed the time frame for the study section meetings and the finalization of scores by the Peer Review Committee.    

Date for 2014 Grant Review Meeting
The Advisory Committee members talked about a potential meeting on Tuesday, April 15, to discuss the plan for proceeding with the review of the grants by the Advisory Committee before the full-day grant review meeting.  
The potential dates for the full-day grant review meeting are Monday, May 12, Monday, June 9, and Monday June 16.  CI will send out a poll to determine the best date and times for the grant review meeting.  The earliest date the grant applications will be available is April 16, and there was general agreement that three weeks would be sufficient time for the Advisory Committee members to review between seven to ten grants each.  

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Next Meeting Date

Attorney Horn indicated that the February meeting will likely be cancelled.  If there is business that needs attention, a subcommittee meeting may be held.  

Adjournment
MOTION:  Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of adjourning the meeting at 2:03 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:



















_____________________







Dr. Jewel Mullen, Chair
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