

 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Regular Meeting

Tuesday – January 20, 2009
A regular meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Tuesday, January 20, 2009, at the Connecticut Economic Resource Center, Brook Street, Building #4, Rocky Hill, Connecticut.

Call to Order:  Noting the presence of a quorum, Robert Galvin, Chairman of the Advisory Committee, called the meeting to order at 1:16 p.m.  Members present:   Ernesto Canalis, M.D; (by phone); Gerald Fishbone, M.D; Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H. (Chair); Myron Genel, M.D., Ph.D.; Stephen Latham, J.D., Ph.D. (by phone); Robert Mandelkern (by phone); Paul Pescatello, J.D., Ph.D.; and Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S.  Absent:  Treena Livingston Arinzeh, Ph.D.; Ann Kiessling, Ph.D.; Julius Landwirth, M.D., J.D; Jeffrey Seemann, Ph.D.; and Amy Wagers, Ph.D.
Other Attendees: Isolde Bates (UCONN), Linda Greengas (DPH), Marianne Horn (DPH), Denise Leiper (DPH), Chelsey Sarnecky (CI), Lynn Townshend (DPH), Daniel Wagner (CI), Paula Wilson (Yale), and Warren Wollschlager (DPH).   
Opening Remarks
Dr. Galvin explained that there had been a miscommunication of information about the continuation of stem cell research funding for 2009.  He clarified that it does not appear that there will be any diminution of grant funding for stem cell research in Connecticut for this fiscal year.  

There being no objection, the order of the agenda was changed.
Breunig Reduction in Effort Request

Ms. Sarnecky reviewed the request to reduce the effort of the principal investigator for proposal 08-SCA-YALE-022 from 100 percent to 80 percent and to increase the budget for supplies.  She noted that no formal action is required by the Advisory Committee members because the change is within CI’s jurisdiction.  However, this issue is being brought to the members for informational purposes because of the reduction in effort.  

Approval of Minutes – Advisory Committee Meetings 11/18/08 and 12/05/08

Dr. Galvin asked the Advisory Committee members to consider the minutes from the November 18, 2008 and December 5, 2008 meetings.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adopting the minutes of the November 18, 2008 meeting as presented. 
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adopting the minutes of the December 5, 2008 meeting as presented. 

Update on 2008 Grants:  Bahr and Zecevic
Mr. Wagner provided an update on proposal 08-SCB-UCON-006 Dr. Bahr, principal investigator, and proposal 08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator, both of which were authorized for funding at the December 5, 2008 meeting as a result of the rescission of the grant recommendation for proposal 08-SCD-EVER-001, Evergen Biotechnologies.  He mentioned that signed contracts are in place for both grant proposals, and it is hopeful that funding will be forwarded next week.  
Update on 2009 Grants Proposals

Mr. Wagner mentioned that the summary sheet of proposals received seeking a total amount of $30,634,704 of grant funding in response to the Request for Proposals was sent to the Advisory Committee members.  He mentioned that Nondisclosure Statements have been received from everyone.  However, Advisory Committee members must return the completed Conflicts of Interest forms before CI can assign the review of specific grants to the Advisory Committee members.  

Mr. Wollschlager reported on the slight delay in the peer review process as a result of the inaccurate communication about the funding availability for this round of grant funding.  He mentioned that peer review assignments are being finalized, and the peer review process will be completed by mid-March rather than early-March, as initially anticipated.  It is hopeful that the Advisory Committee’s consideration of the grant awards will still occur on March 31, 2009 and April 1, 2009.      
Dr. Galvin explained that in the past he has not participated in the vote on the grant awards for either the University of Connecticut or Yale University because of his involvement as the Commissioner of the Department of Health with disbursing funding to both universities.  Attorney Horn stated that Dr. Galvin has acted in a moderator-type capacity rather than providing an opinion on the particular grant proposals during the decision process.  There was no objection from the Advisory Committee members with Dr. Galvin continuing in this manner.
A discussion ensued on the membership of the Advisory Committee. Mr. Wollschlager mentioned that Dr. Jeffrey Seemann, Dean of the College of the Environment and Life Sciences at the University of Rhode Island, was recently appointed to the Advisory Committee and has no direct connection with either the University of Connecticut or Yale University.  It was noted that several candidates have been recommended to fill the vacancies on the Advisory Committee.  Ms. Townshend mentioned that the Government Relations Office is contacted weekly on this matter; however, no further formal appointments have been made.    

Choudhary Reallocation Request

Due to a lack of a quorum of members eligible to vote on the reallocation request for proposal 08-SAC-UCHC-033, this item was deferred.  
Strategic Planning Subcommittee

Dr. Pescatello noted that there was no report from the Strategic Planning Subcommittee at this time.
In light of the current state of the economy and budget deficits in the State of Connecticut, Dr. Wallack questioned the strategic plan for the short-term.  Dr. Galvin indicated that although the Advisory Committee should be cautious with spending, there is still a need for a long-term strategic plan.  Suggestion was made for the Strategic Planning Subcommittee to look at issues if state funding for stem cell research is reduced or eliminated for the 2009 fiscal year.  

Other Business
Mr. Wollschlager mentioned that the DPH has been asked by the new Administration Transition Team for specific input on stem cell research.  The information provided to the Transition Team by DPH will be forwarded to the Advisory Committee members.  Mr. Wollschlager mentioned that DPH urged the new administration not to penalize states that have moved forward as a result of the lack of federal funding.  The team was also encouraged to contact the stem cell research committees and groups that have been in place for advice and guidance.  
In response to a question, it was noted that the lay summaries provided by the grant recipients have not been posted on the DPH Website.  DPH was asked to post the lay summaries as well as the fiscal reports on the DPH Website.

Dr. Wallack noted that Dr. Pescatello was recently recognized as the “Czar of Biomedical research in the State of Connecticut.”
Public Comments
There were no public comments.

Adjournment:
MOTION:  Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adjourning the meeting at 2:00 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:



















_____________________







Dr. Robert Galvin, Chair
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