Table 1
The Dental Home and Your Exceptional Child 
	Characteristics 
	What You Should Expect 

	Comprehensive dental care, including acute and preventive services 
	The dentist should be able to provide the same level of care for your child as for any other child, or have relationships with other dental and medical professionals to accomplish needed care 

	Comprehensive assessment of oral diseases and conditions 
	The dentist should be familiar with the conditions, medications, medical and other therapeutic regimens for your child 

	Individualized preventive plan 
	Your child’s individualized preventive plan should be designed so that specific oral health concerns as well as medical, behavioral, and other elements are considered and addressed 

	Anticipatory guidance 
	The dentist should provide you with advice for oral health that changes with the changing life needs and abilities of your child 

	Plan for acute trauma if it occurs 
	Is he/she available 24-7 in case of   trauma or other problem requiring urgent care 

	Proper home care for a child’s teeth 
	Have you received the education and training necessary for you and/or your child to optimize home preventive care 

	Dietary counseling 
	The dentist should be familiar with special dietary needs and their implications for oral health, including things like special diets, gastrostomy, and restricted food choices 

	Referrals to dental and other professionals 
	The dentist has an established network of health care professionals to assist you and can work with your current array of professionals to optimize your child’s oral health 

	Transition services for emerging adults 
	The pediatric dentist anticipates the therapeutic needs of your emerging adult child or is capable of rendering continued care 


Dr. Paul Casamassimo is Professor at the Ohio State University College of Dentistry and Chief of   Dentistry at Nationwide Columbus Children’s Hospital, in Columbus Ohio. He has devoted his career to care of   exceptional children and adults for the last 30 years.
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