CT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Office of Oral Health 

Home by One

Meeting Summary

May 20, 2009

Present were:  

Tracey Andrews, Scott Bialik, Mary Boudreau, Meredith Ferraro, Madeline McClave, Nelky Meldonado, Marty Milkovic, Izabella Pulvermacher, Ardell Wilson, Meghan Maloney

Introductions were made.

Ardell Wilson introduced the epidemiologist for the Office of Oral Health, Meghan Maloney. She is starting to put together oral health data for the State of Connecticut.

Advisory comments

-Marty shared that BeneCare is now called Connecticut Dental Health Partnership

-Scott mentioned Meghan should look into finding oral health data about diabetes and pregnant women. 

Goal I:  Information Exchange with State Agencies/ Communities – Tracey Andrews

Tracey mentioned the TOHSS grant was successfully submitted for Year 3. 

State WIC epidemiologists have put together a map of Dental Homes in the 12 WIC regions of the State. 

Two State publications now have included oral health; First Words and First Steps and A Framework for Child Health Services that can be found at www.chdi.org
Oral health objectives for young children are successfully included in the next grant application with the Early Childhood Partners (ECP). 

Maternal Child Health Block Grant needs assessment workgroup has begun meeting to decide health topics to include in their grant reapplication. Oral Health is represented at all three workgroups, Linda Ferraro is on the – Child and Adolescent and Special Health Care needs work group. Tracey represents oral health on the – pregnant women and infant child workgroup.  

Anna Gorski from DDS has invited Tracey & Izabella to do a presentation on infant oral health and special needs to the birth to three cohort of agencies and parents in the Danbury area.

Tracey has spoken to Orbit Oral health collaborative of Bridgeport. 

Ardell gave update about early Childhood cabinet; the structure may be changing due to the budget revisions. The cabinet will still exist but not in same form as it is now. 

Advisory comments

Talk to your constituents to mention oral health for inclusion in healthcare.

Goal II:  Parents Trained as Advocates – Tracey Andrews & Madeline McClave

Tracey - 49 parents now trained as advocates 

Madeline – 5 trained advocates were contacted and asked that they contact legislators –mentioned an article printed on mother’s day with a photo of a big flower and all petals had statements on health issues, Oral Health was one. 

Tracey – mentioned that the new measure in Year three will be how many parents are invited to advocacy events.

Madeline & Tracey plan to speak with PLTI and begin advocacy workshops with those parents.

Tracey will be giving information to Danbury PLTI in May.

Madeline – COHI is hiring a director of advocacy in the summer

4 more sites are scheduled for advocacy workshop; Meriden, Putnam, Norwalk and Stamford 

Advisory comments

Meredith –Orbit is encouraging parents to be spokesperson as leaders in oral health in their PLTI groups.

Ardell - Spanish translation would be helpful to the advocacy  

Goal III:  Expand Non-Dental Workforce competent in preventive dental strategies to increase access to dental services for at risk children - Tracey Andrews & Joanna Douglass

Tracey - Expanding non-dental workforce WIC trainings-12 out of 24 sites are completed. 70 WIC staff have been trained. 

Hartford, Bridgeport and Waterbury WIC sites have trainings scheduled for WIC Staff. 

Tracey - Sent a letter to 69 physicians in Danbury area and put in notification of trainings in the area for the physicians to be trained in oral health risk assessment.  Danbury Hospital Pediatrics requested a live training because of the letters and Joanna gave presentation on Friday 5/15.

Joanna has held 19 trainings for physicians – 110 CT. physicians  have completed credentials and are able to bill for  fluoride varnish and oral risk assessment at well baby visits.

Home by One has a contract with Lisa Honigfeld of Child health and Development Institute to   evaluate the program over the next 2 years.

Advisory comments

-Ardell  – Health Home is new term for medical-dental home nationally. CT is building medical –dental partnerships around a Dental Home network for WIC.

Exchange of information is helpful  

-Mary – Seeing a lot of Juice in the bottle out in the community. 

-Everyone made comments - many parents are giving kids bottles and sippy cups with large amounts of juice and frequently. 

-Nelky –Starting in October, WIC is not giving juice to infants in the food package. Children over age one are only allowed 100% fruit juice in the food packages. 

-Scott - said with repetition that people will get that juice is not good.

-Madeline – issue a message from providers that  frequency of preventive dental care  should be individualized per patient

-Scott – Fluoride varnish – mentioned to the some physicians that fluoride application can be billed and they are impressed at the rates.

Question for Donna Can the RN apply the fluoride varnish and bill for it?

-Meredith – Doug Keck came to meeting to work with headstart and early headstart and some confusion on the two different programs what about bringing together home by one and headstart dental home – wants coordination with the two

-Tracey explained that the two programs are working closely together. 
-Scott 11-18 meeting get information to pediatric dentists at Aqua Turf - Gary Schulman is contact.

Goal IV: Expand the number of dental practices providing Dental Homes for children including those with special health care needs – Tracey Andrews & Ardell Wilson 

We currently have 12 dental homes operating. We have quadrupled our goal! 13 trainings to date, one not a Medicaid provider yet.

7 are General Dentists,  5 are Pediatric Dentists 

Medical home pilot update-3 medical homes that employ Care Coordinators have dental home affiliations with their programs. Each one is using a different model. Individual dental practices in the community and the dental clinic at St. Francis make up the dental home network in Hartford. St Mary’s in Waterbury refers to Staywell dental clinic.  Optimus in Stamford has both a medical and dental component and refer within. 

Tracey – handout Home by One Program “what you should know and how you can help” version for Physicians (attached to these minutes).

Tracey – with printing restrictions due to current State budget issues –trying to email information and make materials available online. 

Next steps: Website should be completed soon. Evaluation surveys will be going out to dental Home pilots.

Waiting for approval of contract to launch media campaign about HOME by ONE 

Planning a conference in the fall with AAPD/CSDA to bring together physicians and dentists in an educating format around age one dental visits and oral health risk assessment.  

Advisory comments

-Mary - Tunxis poster session – RN’s fluoride varnish can they be reimbursed? 

-Advisory- APRN, PA can but you need to be certified through DSS authorized training. (EPIC and AAP are currently the training models approved by DSS) 

-Ardell – all the trainings through Joanna are certifiable and Donna needs to authorize that the training they got is certifiable

-Scott - Varnish – is it considered a medication? 

-Ardell yes –Fluoride is a prescription drug. 

-Scott – working well as a dental home. People like going to a practice setting to see dentist and not a clinic. Scott making children’s life better helping the community
-Advisory– let legislature know.

-Madeline asked Scott how are the referrals working? – 250 Medicaid since October and they let parents know when bringing in a 5 year old that they will take the younger siblings as well 

– Scott is very pleased with the Medicaid payments. 

-Mary – Still hearing of problems with reimbursements. There is still the fear in dentists about the reimbursements. 

-Marty-800 plus providers in network so far. 

-Tracey - trouble scheduling appointments for Tandy, travel issues for patients only real problem 

-Scott - Tandy is now the President of CSDA

-Madeline - asking Marty, Is Benecare assigning people a dentist? Marty said no – Benecare is putting together a brochure telling who the dental providers are in the client’s area. 

-Mary –You Tube being used more. Recommended putting on a Home by One video to get information out to public 

-Scott – Link could be added to his pediatric website  

Other (Announcements, questions for the advisory)

TOHSS Grant ends on– 8/31/2011

Tracey read handout on Sustainability by each question. Advisory asked to assess program’s sustainability. Advisory felt we should promote individual success stories utilizing Internet. Ask CSDA to put success stories from dental homes out to their membership.  Dental champions need to talk to other potential dental homes about their success.

Stressing infrastructure, working on increasing the awareness, and using our networks

Website focus on sustainability

Internet should be used as venue to raise awareness

CE’s available for Home by One orientation and complies with State guidelines for access category.

Next Meetings:  

 September 23, 2009 – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm                      November 18, 2009 – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

All meetings are held at:  Community Health Center Association of Connecticut, 375 Willard Avenue, Newington, CT
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