CT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Office of Oral Health 

Home by One 

Meeting Summary 

September 17, 2008

Present were:  Scott Bialik, Donna Balaski, Mary Boudreau, Joanna Douglass, Meredith Ferraro, Amy Gagliardi, Lisa Honigfeld, Mark Keenan, Madeline McClave, Kalpita Pradhan, Izabella Pulvermacher, Grace Whitney, Rebecca Willis, Tracey Andrews, Ardell Wilson and Dawn Senesac. 

Introductions were made.

-Ardell gave update on Cooperative grant awarded to CT from Center of Disease Control and what is required. 

-Donna Balaski was present to clarify information for providers who sign on with Benecare: Providers are not required to take the adults of the children that they are seeing but it is highly recommended by Department of Social Services to treat the family. Providers who were already on old HUSKY were sent applications to enroll in New Benecare dental program. Providers are not automatically switched to new program.

Advisory comments-Suggestion to Donna to have Department of Social Services list children on Medicaid on one site and adults 21 & over on a separate site.

 Goal I:  Information Exchange with State Agencies/ Communities – Tracey Andrews & Ardell Wilson 

· Tracey reported on the accomplishments of Home by One for year one. Advisory Objectives1.1 and 1.2 are met. 9/17/08 is 6th meeting to date for the advisory.  Early Childhood Cabinet is developing a framework for Child Health Systems early childhood systems, in CT with input from State agencies and community organizations. Cabinet found need for oral health/mental health to be addressed in early childhood. Ardell has been appointed as co- chair of Standing Committee on State and Community Partnerships. Ready By 5 Fine by 9 document, from the Early Childhood Cabinet has included components on oral health, as has Birth to Three document First Words, First Steps. Both documents can be found on ct.gov website. 
· This activity is consistent with meeting Objective 1.4 under Goal I: By October 2011, the Governor’s Early Childhood Education Cabinet will include oral health into its strategies for improvement of early childhood systems in Connecticut.
  Goal II:  Parents Trained as Advocates – Tracey Andrews & Madeline McClave 

- Advocacy Curriculum completed 

- Torrington & Windham Advocacy Oral health workshops are scheduled  

- Oral health classes for WIC parents are topic every October in Windham/ACCESS WIC, Tracey is presenting to two of those classes.

-PLTI will be given oral health information to include with their classes – more contacts for parents who may be interested in becoming advocates

- Connecticut Department of Public Health shining smiles brochure has been updated to include current infant oral health messages. 

-This activity is consistent with Goal II. Objective 2.1 At least 15 parents per year will become oral health community advocates.

Advisory comments- Connecticut Parent Power needs to be contacted and try Connecticut Parents as Teachers.

 Goal III:  Expand Non-Dental Workforce competent in preventive dental strategies to increase access to dental services for at risk children - Tracey Andrews & Joanna Douglass 

- Dr. Joanna Douglass provided an update on training physicians under the Department of Social Services fluoride varnish program. She will be presenting training to physicians at AAPA on 9/17/08, at Yale CME meeting on 9/19/08 and at CT Chapter American Academy Physicians in October.

· Joanna mentioned being able to provide 3 large group-training sessions in combination with EPIC – 204 training sessions – 23 WIC sites- Head Start could be done with those locations 

· This activity is consistent with Goal III Objective 3.1: At least 100 physicians per year will be trained in oral health preventive strategies.

-Advisory Comment- Mark Keenan says can set up training sessions for providers at medical home pilots.

 East Hartford WIC will be moved by October. 

Advisory asked who in office would be doing the procedure- Non-dental providers who are licensed to dispense prescriptions (MD, APRN, PA, RN) can apply fluoride varnish in a non-dental setting. RN could provide it.  If they cannot provide enhanced preventive they can still talk about oral health.

 Goal IV: Expand the number of dental practices providing Dental Homes for children including those with special health care needs – Tracey Andrews & Ardell Wilson 

· Dr. Ardell Wilson gave update on educating Dentists and Dental Hygienists about Home by One, and dental and dental hygiene schools inclusion of Age One dental visit in curriculum.

· Dr. Wilson spoke about upcoming meeting with Connecticut State Dental Association 10/1/08 and need for message consistency from – WIC, Home by One, Head Start, Husky, Connecticut State Dental Association, and Benecare & Websites. Home by One program is starting to partner with Connecticut State Dental Association dentists who have agreed to be test pilot homes for Home by One, to become dental champions for the program and help bring on other practices in the future. The following is a list of the dentists who have committed to become dental home pilots in areas where there is a WIC site: ACCESS/ Windham area: Pediatric-Dr. Thal, Danbury & Brookfield area: Pediatric-Dr. Bialik, GP-Dr. Knapp Southbury: pediatric-Dr. Lepore and Dr. DeLessio, and GP-Dr. Urillo, Bridgeport & Westport:GP-Dr. Duchan, Fairfield:GP-Dr. Davis, New Haven & Madison:  Pediatric-Dr. Keck, Southington: GP-Dr.Liang, Pediatric-Dr. Drazner 

· This activity is consistent with Goal IV Objective 4.1: in collaboration with the state dental association and other key provider groups three or more dental practices or clinics per year that will become dental homes. 

Other

  Question sent to advisory for Review – How do we keep consistency in our messaging? 

Advisory comments-Include age one visit and Fluoride varnish information & the need for access to Care

at Session mandatory to Connecticut State Dental Association Annual Meeting, Mohegan May 7 & 8 2009

 Connecticut Dental Hygienists’ Association will offer a course for dental hygienists on Infant Oral Health

· Barriers keeping offices from becoming providers for Benecare

-Office Managers in dentist office – say no to BeneCare/ Medicaid- have misconception that these are difficult patients with low show rates. Should include all staff in home by one orientation. Sign-up for benecare needs to be easy

· Incentives to become a provider were suggested: 

- 1 in 4 kids are on Husky 

-  Donna Balaski mentioned-Medicaid claim reimbursements are paid every two weeks for Benecare – may be incentive to dental offices not willing to take new patients 

· Joanna commented to get EDS to turn off old provider list. 

Next Meetings:

November 19, 2008 – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

February 18, 2009 – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

May 20, 2009 – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

September 16, 2009 – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

November 18, 2009 – 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

All meetings are held at:  Community Health Center Association of Connecticut, 

375 Willard Avenue, Newington, CT






             Telephone # 860-667-7820

