CT Department of Public Health  

Office of Oral Health


Home By One Advisory Group

 Meeting Summary

July 16, 2008

Present were: Ardell Wilson, Linda Ferraro, Fred Thal, Anna Gorski, Jackey Dieli, Joanna Douglass, Marge Chambers, Patricia Baker, Mark Keenan, Marty Milkovic, Kalpita Pradhan, Izabella Pulvermacher, Grace Whitney, Kerri Dehm, Mary Moran Boudreau

Introductions were made. 

Home By One Coordinator          

· Linda Ferraro gave an update on the hiring of the new Home by One Program Coordinator, Tracey Andrews, RDH, BS.  

· Tracey has a background in working in with a WIC program, having set up a portable dental “clinic” in the Stamford WIC Program to provide dental hygiene services for WIC children and their parents.

· Tracey can be reached at: 509-8146 or at: tracey.andrews@ct.gov 

Goal I: Information Exchange w/State Agencies/Communities


A Framework for Child Health Systems:

· Dr. Ardell Wilson gave an update on the roundtable on the Healthy Child Development Framework for Connecticut funded in part by the Governor’s Early Childhood Cabinet.

· The roundtable include a number of national and state leaders in the early childhood arena 

· The draft document provided background on the strengths and weaknesses of the current early child health system and recommendations for improvement and included a section on oral health/dental home and references to oral health in other sections of the document

· This is consistent with meeting Objective 1.4 under Goal I: By October 2011, the Governor’s Early Childhood Education Cabinet will include oral health into its strategies for improvement of early childhood systems in Connecticut. 

Oral Health Conference






· Linda Ferraro provided information on the Oral Health Conference that will take place on September 11, 2008 at the Cromwell Crown Plaza. 

· The conference will provide an update on the status toward achieving the goals of the Oral Health Improvement Plan 2007-2012

· The Maternal and Child Health Advisory requested a conference on oral health for their constituency as a result of Linda Ferraro’s participation on the MCH Advisory.  The conferences will be combined with a morning session on the Plan and the afternoon session on the oral health link with maternal child health

· Brochures will be available at the end of the month and registration is limited (maximum capacity 140)

· This activity is consistent with Goal I Objective 1.3 By October 2010; in collaboration with the Maternal and Child Health Advisory there will be a maternal and child health strategy that incorporates oral health.  

Comments Included:

· Save the Date notices should go to maternal and child health stakeholders





Goal II: Parents Trained as Advocates

· Marty Milkovic provided an update on the Advocacy Curriculum and points that will be stressed in the presentation to parents including: empowering parents to take action

· Marty also noted that it would be important to have an orientation with WIC staff to get advice how best to recruit parents for the Advocacy Training and to also inform WIC staff about advocacy and oral health issues 

· This activity is consistent with Goal II. Objective 2.1 At least 15 parents per year will become oral health community advocates.

Comments Included:

· Six oral health collaboratives will be meeting quarterly.  These meetings would be a good opportunity to inform the collaboratives about the Home by One Program to increase consistency in messaging to parents and make sure providers and stakeholder know and understand the oral health messages.

· Some WIC sites are moving offices and should not be approached at this time (Hill Health Center, East Hartford)

· Identifying agencies that have both WIC and Head Start programs is an opportunity to integrate the dental home concept within both programs and facilitate consistency in messaging to parents

· Some WIC sites may be open on Saturdays (East Hartford).  Saturdays may be better for training parents since they are not pressed for time on Saturdays.

· Sustainability of these activities (for all Goals) must be considered as we roll out the Program

 Goal III:  Expand Non-Dental Workforce


· Dr. Joanna Douglass provided an update on the status on training physicians under the DSS fluoride varnish program.   She has scheduled training for physicians at Yale in September and for physicians who will attend the annual AAP meeting.

· Dr. Douglass will also train pediatricians at the CT Children’s Medical Center

· Information on the Home by One program will also be part of the presentations to physicians as agreed to by the DSS in their support of the Home by One Program.

· This activity is consistent with Goal III Objective 3.1:  At least 100 physicians per year will be trained in oral health preventive strategies.

Comments included:

· Requests were made to keep documentation of the physicians that are trained by location. 

· Dr. Douglass indicated that DSS requires documentation of physicians that complete training in order for them to be eligible to apply for reimbursement for preventive dental procedures.

· Some local WIC offices have the ability to identify physicians in their area (that provide services to WIC clients).  These physicians will be targeted for training 

· Dr. Douglass will check with DSS about the periodicity of varnish applications (i.e. 4 times per year or once quarterly)

Goal IV:  Dental Homes

Dr. Joanna Douglass commented on the revision made to the dental home curriculum for dentists

· Shorten the presentation to approximately 50 minutes

· Emphasis of parental education and less on clinic procedure

· Enhanced information on communication with provider system (dental specialists and physicians)

· This activity is consistent with Goal IV Objective 4.1:  The in collaboration with the state dental association and other key provider groups three or more dental practices or clinics per year that will become dental homes. 

Comments Included:

· It is imperative that a strategy is developed to recruit dentists for the HUSKY Program if the Home by One/HS dental home initiative is to be successful

· The strategy should identify the number, type and location of dentists needed and the process that CSDA will implement to achieve the recruitment goals

· A meeting with CSDA, DPH, COHI/UCHC and others as appropriate was strongly urged to develop a workable strategy that can be implemented to recruit ACTIVE dental HUSKY providers.

Other

· Dr. Douglass gave an overview of the Head Start Dental Home Initiative 

· Since the focus for by the Home by One Program and the Head Start Initiative is the same (dental home), the Advisory was asked to consider these initiatives as one seamless approach to building the dental home infrastructure for at risk children in the state.

Next Meeting: September 17, 2008 10am-12pm at the Community Health Center Association of CT

Note: Dr. Douglass subsequent to the meeting reported that:

(1) Reimbursements for oral disease preventive service for physicians and dentists are from different sources, therefore neither provider should be concerned about timing of application of fluoride varnish 

(2) Multiple fluoride varnish applications (greater than 2x/year) MAY need prior authorization.  This prior authorization process will be simple.

