PLEASE COPY THIS FOR ALL HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS
IN YOUR PRACTICE

TO: All Users of State Supplied Vaccines

FROM: Vincent Sacco, MS James L. Hadler, MD, MPH
Immunization Program Manager State Epidemiologist

DATE: October 2, 2006
SUBJECT: Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine (LAIV) now Available

The primary purpose of this communication is to notify you of the availability of Live
Attenuated Intranasal Influenza vaccine for your VFC-eligible population.

Pediatric Influenza Vaccine

As you know the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) has expanded their
recommendation to include healthy children 6-59 months of age to be vaccinated against
influenza. The ACIP also encourages older siblings of 6-59 month olds, as well as their out-of-
home caregivers to be vaccinated. The principal reason for immunizing young children, their
household contacts and out-of-home caregivers is the relatively high morbidity experienced by
young children, as demonstrated by their high rates of hospitalization each year. We recently
sent out a communication (September 5, 2006) stating that providers can begin to order influenza
vaccine for their VFC population beginning on October 1%. However since then, we received
word that there may be a delay in when the pediatric formulation will become available. We now
do not expect to ship a substantial amount of pediatric influenza vaccine for your VFC
population until early November. Given this new information, the Immunization Program is now
making available live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) to enable protection of infants
through vaccination of household contacts and out-of-household caregivers. LAIV (brand name:
FluMist) is manufactured by MedIimmune and is a thimerosal free nasal spray. LAIV is only
licensed for healthy individuals 5-49 years of age and comes packaged in 10 sprayers per box.
The minimum order is 20 doses. The CPT code for LAIV is 90660.

Beginning October 1st the Immunization Program is making available live attenuated
influenza vaccine to immunize all VFC-eligible household contacts 5-18 years of age. As a
reminder, VFC eligibility is defined as follows:

-Medicaid enrolled
-No health insurance
-American Indian or Alaskan Native

In addition, those individuals who are underinsured (have health insurance that does not cover
the cost of immunizations) can be referred to a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) to be
immunized with VFC-supplied vaccine.



Update: FluMist Vaccine Update 10 06

For children less than 9 years of age who are receiving flu vaccine for the first time two doses of
LAIV should be given 6-10 weeks apart.

Storage and Handling

LAIV must be stored and maintained continuously at 5 degrees Fahrenheit or colder-similar to
varicella vaccine. LAIV should be stored in a regular household, frost-free freezer unit-it cannot
be stored in a dormitory style freezer. LAIV may be thawed in a refrigerator at 36-46 degrees
Fahrenheit for up to 60 hours. Vaccine stored at 36-46 degrees Fahrenheit that is not used within
60 hours must be discarded in an impenetrable sharps container.

Please note providers who place an order for LAIV will receive a confirmation phone call
from MedImmune prior to the vaccine being shipped. LAIV will be offered in addition to the
other influenza formulations previously mentioned:

Manufacturer
Sanofi Pasteur

Novartis

MedImmune

Vaccine
Fluzone
Fluzone
Fluzone
Fluvirin

FluMist

Formulation

.25 ml syringe

.5 ml syringe or vial
Multi-dose vial
Multi-dose vial

.5 ml single-dose

Thimerosal
None

None

Yes

Yes

None

Age Indication
6-35 months

3 years and older

6 months and older
4 years and older

Healthy 5-49 year olds

Please use the enclosed vaccine order form for LAIV. We will be updating the long version of
the vaccine order form within the next few months and that new version will include LAIV. We
have also included the Vaccine Information Statement for LAIV as well an updated Vaccine
Eligibility Criteria for your records. As always, if you have any questions please call the State
Immunization Program at (860) 509-7929.

Age Group Dosage No. of Doses Route
6-35 months 0.25 mL 1or2* IM
3-8 years 0.50 mL 1or2* IM
9 years and older | 0.50 mL 1 IM

* 2 doses administered at least 1 month apart are recommended for children younger than 9 who
are receiving influenza vaccine for the first time.
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