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Overview 

• Funding for vaccines 

• Connecticut vaccine statutes 

• Public Act 12-01 
– Impact on provision of childhood vaccines 

• Enrollment process 
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Funding for Vaccines 
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Federal Funding Component 

• DPH receives federal funding under the Vaccines for Children (VFC) 

entitlement program to provide all vaccines recommended by the 

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) free of 

charge for children:  

– Enrolled in Medicaid 

– Uninsured  

– Underinsured children seen in Federally Qualified Health Centers  

– American Indian or Alaskan natives  

 

• The VFC program provides all 16 routine childhood vaccinations 

recommended by the ACIP free of charge to children through age 18 
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State Funding Component 

• By law, DPH must also administer a state 
childhood vaccination program that provides 
vaccines at no cost to healthcare providers 
within available appropriations.  
– DPH  receives state funding from an annual insurance 

“health and welfare” assessment fee to purchase and 
distribute vaccines free of charge to health care providers 
for all children who are not eligible under the federal VFC 
entitlement program.  

 

• Vaccines must be made available to all children who 
are ineligible for the VFC program regardless of 
insurance status.  
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Connecticut Vaccine Statutes 

and Amendments 
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Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) 

Sec. 19a-7f 

Authorizes DPH to "provide vaccine at no cost to 
health care providers in Connecticut to administer to 
children so that cost of vaccine will not be a barrier to 
age-appropriate vaccination" but does so "within 
available appropriations.” 
 

 (a) The Commissioner of Public Health shall determine the standard of 
 care for immunization for the children of this state. The standard of 
 care for immunization shall be based on the recommended schedules 
 for active immunization for normal infants and children published by 
 the National Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory 
 Committee on Immunization Practices, the American Academy of 
 Pediatrics and the American Academy of Family Physicians.  
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Connecticut General Statutes 

(CGS) Sec. 19a-7j 

Established a vaccine purchase fund for the provision of 
childhood vaccines to all children to meet the “standard of 
care” in accordance with CGS 19-7f.  

 

Funds for  the vaccine purchase fund are provided 
through an annual Health and Welfare assessment  fee 
on health insurers established by the Insurance 
Commissioner. 

 

DPH purchases childhood vaccines off a federal contract 
established by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 
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Public Act 12-01:  

C.G.A. 19a-7f- Amended 

 

• Provider Brand Choice  

 Beginning October 1, 2012 the Immunization Program will allow 

provider choice for all vaccine brands available through the 

federal CDC contract. 
 

• Vaccine Distribution  
  Beginning January 1, 2013 all health care providers who 

administer vaccines to children birth through 18 years of age 

obtain those vaccines through the Connecticut Vaccine 

Program. 
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Public Act 12-01: 

C.G.A. 19a-7j- Amended 

• Health and Welfare Assessment 
Broaden the insurance industry assessment that 
funds the program to include self-insured health 
plans.  
 

• Expansion of State Supplied Vaccines 
Provide three additional vaccines:  influenza, 
pneumonia, and hepatitis A with an appropriation of 
$9.3 million. With the addition of these vaccines, the 
program will now cover 14 of the 16 vaccines 
currently recommended for children by CDC.   
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Expansion of State Supplied Vaccine 

Program  

• Influenza Vaccine    
Beginning July 1, 2012 providers can use state supplied influenza 
vaccine for all children 6 through 59 months of age regardless of 
insurance status.  

 

• Hepatitis A vaccine 
Beginning October 1, 2012 providers can use state supplied hepatitis A 
vaccine for all children 12 through 23 months of age regardless of 
insurance status. Catch–up vaccination for children 2 through 18 years 
of age is still limited to VFC–eligible children. 

 

• Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV 13) 
Beginning on March 1, 2013 providers can use state supplied PCV13 
vaccine for all children 2 through 71 months of age regardless of 
insurance status.  
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Who Should Enroll In CVP 

 

• All health care providers who administer 

vaccines to children birth through 18 years of 

age.  

 

• Providers should enroll before December 1, 

2012 in order to have vaccine on-hand to 

administer on January 1, 2013. 
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Enrollment Process 

• Provider Agreement  
The Provider Agreement details the specific 

provisions and conditions for participation in the 

Connecticut Vaccine Program. 

• Provider Profile  
The Provider Profile supplies the Immunization 

Program with shipping and contact information, 

which allows vaccines to be shipped directly to each 

provider’s office. 
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Submission of Vaccine Order 

 

• Receipt of Provider Agreement and Provider 
Profile forms.  
 

• Confirmation that provider office has the 
proper refrigeration equipment to maintain 
storage of vaccines.  
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Vaccine Shipment Protocol 

 

• The Immunization Program processes 
vaccine orders and electronically transmits 
the information to McKesson.  
 

• McKesson then ships vaccines directly to the 
provider’s office.  
 

• Varicella vaccine orders are handled 
separately by the vaccine manufacturer 
(Merck) and are direct shipped to the provider 
from their storage facility.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

• General Questions about CVP 

• Enrollment Process 

• Vaccine Ordering Protocol 

• Administrative – reporting, record keeping, 
vaccine transfer, etc. 

• CVP forms and instructions are accessible 
on the web site at: 
http://www.ct.gov/dph/immunizations, click on 
<*NEW* Connecticut Vaccine Program: 
Information for Providers> at the top of the 
page 

 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/immunizations
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