Methodology:  Years of Potential Life Lost Under Age 75 for Leading Causes of Death in Connecticut
Leading Causes of Death

Cause of death categories and their associated ICD-10 codes are those used by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/National Center for Health Statistics.1  The 10 selected leading causes of death are based on the ranking of Connecticut resident deaths aggregated for the most recent five years being shown.

Years of Potential Life Lost Under Age 75 (YPLL)
The potential years of life lost for each death is the numerical difference between age 75 and the age at death for a death that occurred prior to age 75 and where age of death was known.  The total years of potential life lost for Connecticut is the sum of the potential years of life lost for each registered resident death.  Similarly, the total years of potential life lost for a specific town is the sum of the potential years of life lost for each registered town-resident death.

YPLL rates are calculated when there are at least 15 deaths in persons under the age of 75 within a town for a specific cause-of-death subgroup.  Otherwise the rates are suppressed.  Many towns do not meet this threshold.  To maximize the number of towns that are evaluated, death data for five years are aggregated.

Standardized, age-adjusted rates per 100,000 population are computed by the direct method based on the 2000 U.S. standard population.
The population data used to calculate the rates varied by time period and geography.  

For state-level statistics, the denominators are based on the NCHS bridged-race postcensal population estimates for Connecticut.  The original vintage of the population datasets by age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin (ASRH) are used for each year with the exception of 2010.  For 2010, original vintage ASRH population estimates are not available, so vintage 2011 estimates of the 2010 population are used.  The age-adjusted YPLL rates for CONNECTICUT for 2008-2012 were calculated using the annual state population estimates by age and sex that corresponded to the 2008-2012 deaths published in this report.

For 2008-2012 town-level statistics, the denominators are based on Connecticut’s bridged-race July 1, 2010 estimates published by the Connecticut Department of Public Health.  Bridged-race July 1st estimates are derived from the April 1st 2010 Census figures to provide a population dataset by age, sex, race and Hispanic origin (ASRH) by town.  The 2010 estimates are at the midpoint of the 2008-2012 interval and provide a reasonable average estimate for the 2008-2012 period.  The age-adjusted YPLL rates for TOWNS for 2008-2012 were calculated using the bridged-race July 1, 2010 town-level population estimates by age and sex that corresponded to the 2008-2012 deaths published in this report.


For 2003-2007 state- and town-level statistics, the denominators are based on Connecticut’s bridged-race 2003-2007 estimates published by the Connecticut Department of Public Health.  Bridged-race 2003-2007 estimates are derived from the April 1st 2000 Census figures to provide a population dataset by age, sex, race and Hispanic origin (ASRH) by state and town.  The 2003-2007 estimates provide a reasonable average population for the town by age and sex for the 5-year period, but does not adjust for changes in the age by sex distributions within the towns that occurred after the April 1st 2000 Census.  
Statistical Assessments of YPLL Town-State Comparisons

The map emphasizes the town-state differences that are statistically significant after adjustment for the 169 towns being compared.  The Holm method was used to statistically evaluate multiple town comparisons.2  Town rate comparisons evaluated by this method are represented by three different colors and labels [‘Higher than state’, ‘Lower than state’, and ‘Not different’].  A town is shaded white if its death count for persons under the age of 75 is too low (< 15) to produce a reliable rate.
Additional single-test comparisons that address whether a specific town’s rate is significantly different from the state rate can be found in the data available for download, which can be accessed by clicking on the button labeled “Download Data”.  The confidence limits shown in the data Table and displayed in the Bar Chart can be used for single-test comparisons when interest lies in comparing only a single town’s rate to that of the state.
More Connecticut mortality data and information can be found at:

http://www.ct.gov/dph/mortality
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