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Date Product Message 
July 10, 
2001 
Revised 
on: 
July 11, 
2002 

Educational 
Kits 

Advantage Publishers Group, of San Diego, Calif., is voluntarily recalling to 
replace components in about 160,000 "Let's Start™ Numbers" and "Optical 
Illusions Lab" educational kits. The red painted numbers on the acetate 
stencil sheet included in the "Let's Start™" kit contain lead; and the gold 
paint bearing the words "Kasy's Extrafine" on the black pen included in the 
"Optical Illusions" kit has lead. Retail stores, national book chains, 
wholesalers and distributors, and membership warehouse clubs nationwide 
sold the educational kits from February 1999 through May 2001 for between 
$13 and $20.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01193.html 
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Date Product Message 
July, 10, 
2001 

Velcro Wallets About 55,000 children's Velcro wallets were recalled by Raymond Geddes 
& Co. Inc.  The zipper pull in the wallet contains lead, which can present a 
risk of lead poisoning to young children.  The wallets were distributed 
nationwide through various toy stores from 8/98 through 4/01.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01190.html 
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Date Product Message 
August 
23, 
2001 

Dollhouse 
Furniture 
Sets 

The furniture sets are being recalled by XL Machine Ltd., of Eden Prairie, Minn. They 
were distributed nationwide through Target Stores from 8/00 through 6/01. The 
furniture set includes bathroom accessories, which contain a tub, sink and mirror, 
toilet, shower, bench, towel rack and a wooden doll. The fixtures on these components 
are painted yellow with lead-based paint.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml01/01219.html  
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Date Product Message 
February 
21, 2002 

Pedal Cars The paint coating on some of these pedal cars contains high lead levels.  
Gearbox Pedal Car Company of Cedar Rapids, Iowa is recalling 
seventeen (17) models of pedal cars that were sold at the retail level from 
November 1999 through January 2002.  The pedal cars come in a variety 
of colors and were manufactured in Korea.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml02/02104.html 
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Date Product Message 
September 
17, 2002 

Chicago Bears 
Bobble Head 
Figurines 

McDonald's Corp., of Oak Brook, Ill., and Bobble Dreams USA of 
Fountain Valley, Calif., are voluntarily recalling about 100,000 
bobble head figurines. The paint on some of the figurines contains 
excess levels of lead. If ingested over time by children, the lead from 
the paint may present a lead poisoning hazard.  McDonald's 
restaurants sold the figurines in the greater Chicago area, Northwest 
Indiana, Central Illinois and Rockford as part of a promotion that ran 
from August 19, 2002 through September 12, 2002 for about $5.00.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml02/02252.html  
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Date Product Message 
December 
20, 2002 
Revised 
on: 
February 
4, 2002 

Infant Girls' 
Garments, 
Wear Me 
Apparel 

Wear Me Apparel Corp., of New York, N.Y., is voluntarily recalling about 3,000 infant girls' 
garments. The paint on the "smiley face" zipper-pull attached to the sweat jacket of these 
garments contains lead. Young children could ingest lead from the zipper-pull, presenting a lead 
poisoning hazard.  Kmart stores nationwide exclusively sold these garments from August 2002 
through October 2002 for between $10 and $13.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml03/03055.html  
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Date Product Message 
April 7, 
2003 

Candles with 
Lead-Core 
Wicks 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) voted 
unanimously to ban the manufacture and sale of lead-cored wicks and 
candles with lead-cored wicks. CPSC determined that candles using lead-
cored wicks could present a lead poisoning hazard to young children. The 
federal ban, which applies to all domestic and imported candles, should 
deter manufacturers from making non-conforming wicks, allow the U.S. 
Customs Service to stop shipments of non-conforming wicks and candles, 
and allow for the CPSC to seek penalties for violations of the ban.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml03/03105.html 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 7



Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Product Recalls and Decisions 

www.CPSC.gov 
2001-2005 

Date Product Message 
April 4, 
2003 

Lamaze Activity 
Toys 

The paint coating on wire metal components of these toys contains 
high lead levels.  Racing Champions Ertl/Learning Curve 
International, Inc. of Chicago, Illinois is recalling two (2) types of 
Lamaze Activity Toys that were sold at the retail level in March 2003. 
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml03/03532.html 
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Date Product Message 
May 29, 
2003 

Ban of Lead-Cored 
Wicks and Candles 
with Lead-Core 
Wicks 

CPSC notice of a ban regarding the manufacture and sale of lead-core 
wicks and candles with lead-core wicks. CPSC has determined that 
candles using lead-cored wicks could present a lead poisoning hazard 
to young children. The federal ban, which applies to all domestic and 
imported candles, will take effect in October 2003.   
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Date Product Message 
August 22, 
2003 

LITARGIRIO  
(The following 
advisory is based 
upon a Health Alert 
that was issued by 
the Rhode Island 
Department of 
Health on June 30, 
2003) 

LITARGIRIO is a yellow or peach-colored powder manufacturer by 
Roldan, Ferreria and other laboratories in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic.  The powder is used as a traditional remedy, particularly by 
people from that country and contains nearly 80% lead. 
 
This product was first discovered in connection with a child in Rhode 
Island who was undergoing treatment for lead poisoning.  The lead in 
the child’s blood continued to climb to more than four times the 
allowable level, even after abating household sources and providing 
medical treatment.  Upon further investigation the Rhode Island (RI) 
Health Department discovered that the family was using 
LITARGIRIO as a childhood antiperspirant/deodorant.  Consumers 
also use the product as a traditional remedy for the treatment of 
fungus on the feet and for burns.  
 
It is reported that the product is readily available in various 
convenience and specialty stores that cater to Spanish-speaking 
clientele - particularly those from the Dominican Republic. 
 
RI Health has advised the public to stop all use of LITARGIRIO 
immediately -particularly with children and pregnant or nursing 
women. 
 
Additionally, the Connecticut Departments of Public Health and 
Environmental Protection (DEP) advise that homeowners should 
dispose of LITARGIRIO at a local household hazardous waste 
collection day rather than by disposal in the household trash.  Much of 
Connecticut’s solid waste is burned at resource recovery plants and 
any lead is likely to be emitted through the stack at such facilities.  A 
listing of household hazardous waste collection events is posted on 
the DEP web site at 
http://www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/recycle/hhwsched.htm 
 
If a supermarket or other non-homeowner has LITARGIRIO in their 
inventory they must dispose of it through a licensed hazardous waste 
hauler. 
 
FDA also issued warnings (in English and Spanish) advising the 
public to “Stop any use of Litargirio, wash hands, other body 
parts and any household surfaces the powder came in contact 
with, and children, pregnant or nursing women using the product 
should be tested for lead poisoning.” 
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Date Product Message 
September 
11, 2003 

L.M. Becker Toy 
Necklaces 

The pendants on these toy necklaces contain high levels of lead.  The 
necklaces were distributed nationally through vending machines in 
malls, discount department stores, and grocery stores from March 
2002 through April 2003.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml03/03178.html  
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Date Product Message 
November 
21, 2003 

"Double Dipp'n 
Fun" Multicolored 
Sidewalk Chalk 

The multicolored chalk contains high levels of lead.  The chalk was 
sold nationally at Target stores from March 2003 through July 2003.  
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml04/04038.html 
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Date Product Message 
January 
14, 
2004 

Kindermusik 
International 
“Lilly Pad 
Clacker” 

The green coating on the Lily Pad Clacker instruments contain high levels of 
lead, posing a risk of poisoning to young children.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml04/04531.html  
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Date Product Message 
March 2, 
2004 

Brand Imports 
LLC, 
Children’s Rings 

The rings contain high levels of lead, posing a risk of lead poisoning 
to young children. 
The metal rings are silver in color with shapes including hearts and 
stars, with slashes of colored paint.    
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml04/04090.html    
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Date Product Message 
May 27, 
2004 

“Old Century 
Dread Pirate™” 
Coffee Table 
Games 

The surface coating and the metal in the ships contain lead and pose a 
risk of lead poisoning to young children. A child could ingest lead by 
swallowing a broken part of the ship or by repeatedly mouthing the 
ships.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml04/04144.html 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 15



Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Product Recalls and Decisions 

www.CPSC.gov 
2001-2005 

 
Date Product Message 
July 8, 
2004 

Metal Toy 
Jewelry 
Sold in 
Vending 
Machines 

The voluntary recall of 150 million pieces of toy jewelry sold in vending machines 
across America. CPSC has determined that some of this toy jewelry contains 
dangerous levels of lead, posing a risk of lead poisoning to children. Only about half 
of the 150 million pieces of toy jewelry actually contains lead, but, because it is 
difficult to distinguish the lead jewelry from the non-lead jewelry, the industry 
decided to recall all of it. The four firms are A & A Global Industries, Inc., of 
Cockeysville, Md.; Brand Imports, LLC, of Scottsdale, Ariz.; Cardinal Distributing 
Co. Inc., of Baltimore, Md.; and L. M. Becker & Co., Inc., of Kimberly, Wis. 
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PREREL/PRHTML04/04174.html 
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July 
8, 
2004 

Medal Toy Jewelry Sold in Vending Machines Continued 
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July 
8, 
2004 

Metal Toy Jewelry Sold in Vending Machines Continued 
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Date Product Message 
August 19, 
2004 

Kid’s Essentials 
Five-Piece Folding 
Furniture Set (Red 
Chairs) 

The recalled product is a red folding chair with a metal frame and 
vinyl padded seat back and base. The chair was sold as a part of a 
five-piece juvenile table furniture set with a green table, blue chair, 
yellow chair, green chair and red chair. Only the red chairs with 
model numbers 11-88-3E1 and 11-88S3E1 and date codes H3, B4, D4 
or E4 printed underneath the seat bottom are included in the recall. 
“Meco” or “Samsonite” brand names are also printed on the seat 
label. 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml04/04202.html 
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www.CPSC.gov 
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Date Product Message 
December 
17, 2004 

Raymond Geddes 
Co. Children’s 
Necklaces 

The necklaces contain high levels of lead. CPSC regulations ban 
children's products from containing high levels of lead due to the risk 
of lead poisoning resulting from contact with these products. The 
necklaces also contain a sharp point, posing a laceration hazard to 
young children.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05072.html  
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www.CPSC.gov 
2001-2005 

 
Date Product Message 
January 11, 
2005 

Riviera Trading 
Inc. 
Metallic costume 
bracelets 

The bracelets contain high levels of lead and pose a lead poisoning 
hazard to children.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05082.html 
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www.CPSC.gov 
2001-2005 

 
Date Product Message 
February 3, 
2005 

CPSC Announces 
New Policy 
Addressing Lead in 
Children’s Metal 
Jewelry 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) today 
announced a new enforcement policy (pdf) to reduce the potential for 
health risks from lead in children’s metal jewelry. The new policy 
gives manufacturers, importers and retailers clear guidance on steps 
they should take to minimize the risk for children. The CPSC is also 
specifying the laboratory test procedures (pdf) it will use to analyze 
lead content.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05097.html 
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www.CPSC.gov 
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Date Product Message 
February 
15, 2005 

HIS 
International 
Denim 
Jumper Set 

The paint on the buttons contains excessive lead levels, posing a lead poisoning 
hazard to young children.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05108.html  
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Date Product Message 
March 3, 
2005 

Hirschberg Schutz 
& Co. Inc.  
Metal Charms 

The recalled metal charms contain high levels of lead, posing a 
serious risk of lead poisoning to young children.  The recalled metal 
charms were sold under the name “Charming Thoughts™.” Most of 
the charms are silver-colored with small silver loops. They were sold 
in packages of two to 12 pieces. The packages are marked “The Card 
Connection™,” “Charming Thoughts™” and “Hirschberg Schutz & 
Co. Inc.” The metal charms are various shapes including small hearts, 
crowns, birds, picture frames, perfume bottles and a cross. Some of 
the metal charms have small blue, pink or yellow stones and are 
printed with words including “princess,” “congratulations,” “city 
girl,” “world traveler” and “life’s blessings.” “Insert photo here,” 
“cherish,” “love,” and “honor” are printed on the picture frame 
charms. The metal charms were sold as decorations for place cards, 
greeting cards, collages, memory boxes, gift cards, scrapbooks, 
invitations and gift bags. The charms also can be attached to 
necklaces and bracelets.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05127.html 
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March 
3, 2005 

Hirschberg Schutz & Co. Inc. Metal Charms 
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Date Product Message 
April 13, 
2005 

Zebco  
Children’s Fishing 
Poles 

The paint on the rods of these fishing poles contains lead.  
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05155.html  
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Date Product Message 
April 13, 
2005 

Nu-Tronix Karaoke 
Cassette 
Player/Recorder 

The paint on the five control buttons of the karaoke player contains 
excessive lead, posing a lead poisoning hazard to young children.  
Sold at Wal-Mart.  
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05154.html  
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Date Product Message 
May 12, 
2005 

Dollar General 
Corp 
Heart-Shaped 
Pendant 

The recalled heart-shaped pendant contains high levels of lead, posing 
a serious risk of lead poisoning to young children.   
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05171.html 
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Date Product Message 
June 17, 
2005 

Shakespeare 
Children’s Fishing 
Poles 

The paint on the rods of these fishing poles contains lead. Lead is 
toxic if ingested by young children and can cause adverse health 
effects. The recalled Shakespeare® brand fishing kits feature the 
following characters: TAZ® (Tazmanian Devil®), Tweety®, Mucha 
Lucha® and Spider-Man®. Other fishing kits feature Fishing 
Heroes™, sold with a silver-colored badge; Kids Kits™, sold with 
tackle boxes; and Shark™ and Dolphin™ Kits, which have reels in 
the shape of a shark or dolphin. The fishing kits have brightly colored 
red and yellow fishing rods, and “Shakespeare” is written on the reels. 
Fishing kits with purple, blue and pink rods are not included in this 
recall. Certain translucent red and yellow and metallic-colored red 
rods also are not included in this recall.  
 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml05/05199.html  
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June 
17, 
2005 

Shakespeare Children’s Fishing Poles Continued 
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September 
22, 2005 

Necklace and 
Earring Sets 

The flower necklace and earring set features a floral design in four color 
variations: yellow, orange, pink and purple. The purse necklace and earring 
set features a dangling purse charm in black, red, blue, orange, pink or 
purple. The corded swirl necklace and earring set features a twisted metal 
swirl pattern hanging from a black, blue or purple cord. The faux amber 
necklace and earring set features a large faux amber gem cut in a heart or 
cross shape. The 5-strand bead necklace and earring set were sold in four 
color variations: orange, purple, blue and multi-color.  For additional 
information, contact Dollar General at (800) 678-9258 between 9 a.m. and 6 
p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or visit the firm’s Web site at 
www.dollargeneral.com 
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Date Product Message 
September 
1, 2005 

Red 
Sunglasses/Toddler 
Cap Set 

The recalled sunglasses are a solid red color and have dark plastic lenses. They 
were sold with either a navy blue toddler cap featuring the character Mickey 
Mouse or a light blue toddler cap featuring the character Stitch. Both toddler caps 
have red bills. The recalled sunglasses are attached to the bills of the caps by a red 
strap with a hook and loop fastener. “Walt Disney World®” or “Disneyland® 
Resort” Consumers should call Walt Disney World Co. at 866-802-2782 between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or visit the Web site at 
www.disneyworld.com is stitched on the back of the toddler caps. Other styles 
and colors of hats and sunglasses are not included in this recall.   
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November 
22, 2005 

Lov’s 
“Europa” 
Natural 
Color Cribs 

The cribs are made of wood and are natural color. Only cribs that are labeled Lov’s 
Europa with “Style # 4827-2 M.F.G. No.: W 24088 Date: 22 JUN 2004” are included in 
the recall. The brand, style and date code are printed on a label attached to the mattress 
support platform.  For additional information, contact Delta Enterprise Corp. toll-free at 
(877) 660-3777 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or visit the 
firm’s website at www.deltaenterprise.com.   
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November 
30, 2005 

Children’s metal 
necklaces and 
zipper pulls. 

The recalled necklaces are silver-colored with individual names 
painted in variety of colors. The nameplate on the necklace hangs 
from a 16-inch black cord. The necklace packages are marked 
“Personalized Necklace” and “Stravina”. UPC Code 0-35203-00039-7 
is on the necklace package.  The recalled zipper pulls are silver-
colored with individual names that come in various colors. The zipper 
pull hangs from a silver-colored metal clip designed to attach to a 
backpack, a keyring, and zippers on clothing. Printed on the zipper 
pull’s packaging is “Personalized Zipper Pull,” “Great for Backpacks 
and Keyrings too” and “Stravina.” UPC Code 0-35203-00038-0 is 
written on the package.  The recalled metal necklaces and zipper pulls 
were sold at discount, toy, party, grocery and drug stores from March 
2002 through September 2005 for between $2 and $4. All of the 
jewelry was manufactured in China.  Consumers should immediately 
take this metal jewelry away from children and contact Stravina for a 
free replacement product at (800) 964-0029 between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
PT Monday through Friday. Consumers can also visit the firm’s Web 
site at www.stravina.com for more information. 
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