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The TfS program emphasizes low or no cost solutions to indoor air issues. Many small changes 
can often make a big difference in air quality. 
 
Outcomes 
Successful TfS programs have seen marked reductions in the number of visits to the school 
nurse, a decrease in school absenteeism (students and staff), and improved health outcomes. The 
program also helps to open the lines of communication between staff, teachers, administrators 
and parents. More information about TfS can be found at the following web sites: 

 CT DPH’s Healthy School Environment web page: www.ct.gov/dph/schools  
 CSIERT web site: www.csiert.org 
 EPA TfS site:  http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools  

 
To arrange for a training workshop, contact the Connecticut Department of Public Health 
at 860-509-7740 or kenny.foscue@ct.gov . 
 
 

CTDPH/CSIERT Tools for Schools Training Programs & Resources 
 
Implementation Workshop Program: 
The First Session is a 3-hour workshop that covers an overview of school IAQ issues, an 
exercise and presentation on IAQ health issues, and a detailed review of how to use the TfS kit. 
There are 2 trainers from CTDPH who conduct the workshop. The workshop uses PowerPoint 
presentation, video, and hand-on exercises. 
 
The Second Training Session is a 2-hour workshop on conducting walkthrough investigations, 
and is scheduled around 2 months after the first session. The basics of building IAQ 
investigations are covered, and a group investigation exercise is conducted in one or two areas of 
the training site (a school). 
 
Refresher Workshop: 
CSIERT offers 2 workshops for TfS teams to assist school districts to sustain their program. The 
workshops combine elements of the 2 implementation workshops, with an emphasis on IAQ 
problem source identification, finding no or low-cost solutions and educating staff, students and 
parents about their role in keeping the buildings clean and healthy. A walkthrough exercise is 
included as part of the trainings. A 2 hour workshop is conducted for school districts that have 
a combination of experienced and new members, and need to update their knowledge and skills. 
A 3 hour workshop is offered for districts whose programs have lapsed and need to re-establish 
their teams. 
 
Advanced TfS for Custodians & Facilities Personnel Workshop: 
CSIERT offers a special workshop for school district custodial and facilities maintenance staff. 
Besides providing additional expertise and skills to participants, this training seeks to integrate 
all custodial and facilities personnel into the TfS program, and to encourage them to work with 
the building team members (which includes a custodian). The workshop also covers green 
cleaning and infection control issues. 


