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Private Well Assessment Program Video Series

Title of video:  #2: “Private Water Wells: What Chemicals Should I Test For?”


This is the second in a series of 3 videos produced by the CT Department of Public Health on private drinking water wells.  Our Department is working to help residents with private wells stay safe and healthy.  In this segment, we are focusing on what chemicals you should test for in your well, and how often you should test. Homeowners with private wells are responsible for the quality of their own drinking water.  You are generally not required to test your drinking water.  However, testing is a good idea even if you do not suspect a problem because testing is the only way to be sure your water is safe to drink.

So what should I test for?  
How often should I test?

Your well should have a portability – or basic indicators – test each year. This test provides a general idea of water quality and provides clues that let you know if additional tests are needed.  All new wells are required by law to have this test.  You should have your water tested at least once for lead.  Also - be sure to test when planning a pregnancy or if you have a child under 6 years old, especially if you live in an older home.   Lead can leach from plumbing such as pipes and faucets. Lead-based solder may be in homes built before 1988. You should test your water for arsenic, uranium and radon at least once, and preferably every 5 years.  Arsenic, uranium and radon are naturally occurring in some groundwater in CT. Private wells with high levels have been identified around the state.

Are there other contaminants I should consider testing for?

If you know or suspect that there has been a leaking underground fuel tank or gas station fuel spill nearby, you should have your well tested for volatile organic compounds, or VOCs – especially if your drinking water has a chemical, fuel or fruity odor.  If your well is within a quarter mile of current or former orchard or farmland, test your well for arsenic and other pesticides at least once.  

You have convinced me!
Where do I get my water tested?

You can have your water tested at any State-certified water testing lab. Contact your local health department or the CT Department of Public Health web site for a list of Certified Environmental Labs.  Make sure the private lab is certified to test for the contaminants you are requesting.    It’s a good idea to keep a record of all your water tests for reference. Make sure to include the date and the test results. If you see changes (increases) in the contaminant levels over time, it may mean that a water quality problem is developing.  You can find out more about private wells, testing, potential chemical health effects and water treatment systems by contacting the CT Department of Public Health at 860-509-7296 or at: www.ct.gov/dph/privatewells  



