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This is the first in a series of 3 videos produced by the CT Department of Public Health on private drinking water wells.  Our Department is working to help residents with private wells stay safe and healthy by providing information on:
· why it is important to test, 
· how to test and how often, and 
· treatment options for contaminated wells.  
  
In this segment, we are focusing on why you should have your well regularly tested.

Many CT residents get their drinking water from private wells. In fact, about a quarter of the state’s population – over 860,000 people - rely on their own well for drinking water.

It is important to make sure water from these wells is safe and healthy!

The CT Department of Public Health is working to encourage all CT private well owners to test their wells on a regular basis. 

Homeowners with private wells are responsible for the quality of their own drinking water.  You are generally not required to test your drinking water.

Testing is a good idea even if you do not suspect a problem because testing is the only way to be sure your water is safe to drink.

My water tastes great!   Why should I have my well tested?

Testing is the best way to make sure your drinking water supply is safe from harmful chemicals and bacteria.  

Also, water testing can determine whether nuisance metals are present, such as iron and manganese.

If you have small children, it is even more important to regularly test your well.  Small children are more sensitive to contaminants because of their size and that they are still growing.

Connecticut has geographic areas with high levels of naturally occurring  arsenic and uranium in water.  The CT Department of Health, along with your local health department, is working to identify what areas in CT have high numbers of private wells with arsenic and uranium so we can inform area residents.  You can help us in these efforts by getting your well tested.
There are other chemicals that may potentially contaminate private wells.  These include pesticide runoff from lawn treatments and farms, solvents and metals from leaking underground storage tanks and factories, and contaminants from landfills. Lead can leach from plumbing in older homes.

I live in ________ and have a private well.  I always took it for granted that my family’s water was safe.  It was quite a shock to find out that our well was contaminated with pesticides.   We also found out we had uranium in our well.  I am so glad we had our well tested!   We had a treatment system installed, and now our water is safe.   If you test your well and find a problem, you can fix it.

Why should you test?
· To make sure your drinking water is safe!
· To protect your family, especially small children are who are more sensitive to chemical contaminants
If you find a problem, you can fix it.

You can find out more about private wells, testing, potential chemical health effects and water treatment systems by contacting the CT Department of Public Health at 860-509-7296 or at: www.ct.gov/dph/privatewells
