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Focus

•Renewed DWS emphasis on 
Watershed Surveys:
–Cooperation and communication with 

property owners and local health 
departments

–Complete submissions to DPH
–DWS staff site inspections with water 

systems on some surveys to provide 
technical assistance
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What is a Watershed Survey?

• RCSA Section 19-13-B102(b):  Watershed 
survey. A public water system using surface 
water as an active source of supply shall make a 
sanitary survey of the watershed to the intake at 
least annually. A report on the survey shall be 
submitted to the Department by March 1 each 
year covering the preceding calendar year.

• What elements should the survey include?  It 
starts with.....



Drinking Water Section

RCSA Section 19-13-B32
Sanitation of Public Water Supplies

• Applies to land and watercourses tributary to a 
public water supply including surface and 
groundwater sources

• Prohibits:
– accumulation of animal wastes
– sewage discharges to surface and 

groundwater 
– disposal of toxic metals, gasoline, oils & 

pesticides
• Regulates:

– stormwater drainage facilities, road salt and 
fertilizer applications
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And…..
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Guidance

• CT Section AWWA 
Source Water 
Protection 
Committee

• New revision 
currently underway
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Watershed Survey Report

• Submission to DPH should include all instances 
of concern within the watershed(s) that 
occurred in the past year, as well as the status 
of corrective action.

• Reports are due annually by March 1 of the 
following year.

• Electronic submission is acceptable.
• Format suggestions are forthcoming, in the 

interim, contact us with formatting/content 
questions
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Water Utilities LHDs

• Working together is critical to ensure that all concerns are 
identified and corrected in a timely manner.

• Share information:

– Where are the watersheds, what addresses are 
relevant?

– What activities are of concern?
– Who should we contact?
– Information sharing – inspection list, status of 

correction, survey report 
– Pool resources – staff, enforcement capabilities
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Case Study:  When the System 
Works

• Utility staff identified failed septic near reservoir
• Notification to DPH, LHD
• DPH opens investigation per CGS 25-34
• DOH issues orders to correct failing septic system
• Septic System repaired shortly after identification
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DPH Technical Assistance

• DWS will accompany water system staff while 
they conduct a portion of their watershed survey.

• Why? Technical assistance.
– Dissemination of useful materials
– Consistency
– Stress communication with property owners 

and LHDs
– Help facilitate and expedite correction of 

violations (who to contact – DEP, etc.)
– Will bring previous year’s report, and relay 

what should be included in current year.
• Goal:  All SW PWSs within three years 
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EDUCATE!!
DISTRIBUTE!!
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Thanks!

Eric McPhee 
Supervising Environmental Analyst
Source Water Protection Unit
DPH-Drinking Water Section (DWS)

860-509-7333

eric.mcphee@ct.gov


