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DWS-2012-04 
 
 
TO:         Community Public Water Systems Serving Over 1000 Persons, Chief Elected Officials,  
         Local Health Directors, Regional Planning Agencies/Organizations 
 
FROM:          Lori Mathieu, Public Health Section Chief, Drinking Water Section (DWS) 
          Steve Messer, Supervising Sanitary Engineer, DWS Statewide Planning Unit 
 
DATE:          December 12, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:    Connecticut General Statute (CGS) 25-33q – High Quality Source (HQS) List 
 
 
The Department of Public Health (DPH) has produced a High Quality Source (HQS) list which designates 
current and future potential public water supply sources statewide which require protection to ensure that 
high quality source waters are available for human consumption. A designated list was required by Public 
Act (PA) 11-242, Section 59; now codified as law in Connecticut General Statute (CGS) section 25-33q. 
 
Well protected high quality public water supply sources are essential. Severe weather events experienced 
during the fall of 2011 and recently with Hurricane Sandy provide excellent reminders of the importance 
of protecting drinking water sources. Connecticut’s public drinking water supplies are located upstream of 
sewage treatment plants; thus, in the event of plant failure the public supply remains well protected for 
human consumption. Connecticut and Rhode Island are the only states that prohibit use of surface waters 
that receive treated wastewater or industrial discharges as public water supply. The prohibition is critical 
now that other emerging contaminants, pharmaceuticals and hexavalent chromium; have been detected 
where wastewater or industrial discharges are allowed to public water sources. Preserving pristine source 
waters helps Connecticut maintain maximum public health protection of public drinking water supplies. 
 
The DPH Commissioner must annually update the HQS list and give consideration to any water resource 
plans, water supply plans, and coordinated water system plans developed per CGS Sections 22a-352, 25-
32d, and 25-33h, respectively. Moreover, CGS Section 16-27a; PA 11-242, Section 58(g), requires that 
state Conservation & Development (C & D) plans consider the HQS list and state water policy per CGS 
Sections 22a-380 and 25-33c which makes the list a valuable compendium for agencies, water systems, 
municipalities, environmental organizations, planning agencies, and developers if publically available. 
 
The list and supporting documents are published on DPH’s website under statewide planning located here 
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/drinking_water/excel/High_Quality_Source_List.xls.  Protecting 
high quality source waters is important for public health and the long term sustainability of public water 
supply in the state. Please contact Steve Messer or me at (860) 509-7333 if you have any questions or 
comments regarding DPH’s High Quality Source (HQS) list or statewide drinking water supply planning.  
 
Cc: Ellen Blaschinski, Chief, DPH Regulatory Services Branch 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/drinking_water/excel/high_quality_source_list.xls

