
STATE OF CONNECTICUT
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g Dannel P. Malloy
Jewel Mullen, M.D., M.P.H., M.P.A.      Governor

Commissioner r     4.".

500 Nancy Wyman
Afs,„„,  Lt. Governor

June 18, 2013

Mark Spinale, Manager

Municipal Assistance Unit

EPA New England

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Mail Code OEP06- 3

Boston, MA 02109- 3912

Subject:  Drinking Water State Revolving Fund( DWSRF) Program Pace

Dear Mr. Spinale:

Due to concerns recently raised by EPA Region 1, The Department of Public Health (DPH)
would like to update you on the progress that has been made to improve the pace of the DWSRF
Program since Commissioner Mullen' s response letter to former USEPA Administrator Jackson

on January 20, 2012.

As mentioned in Commissioner Mullen' s letter, in October of 2012 the DPH moved to a 2 year

DWSRF funding cycle in an effort to create a pipeline of projects and reduce delays associated
with the annual preparation and public participation requirements of the DWSRF Intended Use

Plan and Project Priority List( PPL). This strategy has also allowed us to commit funding to
projects that are ready for construction in the first year while getting projects that are not fully
designed, ready for construction in the second year. The DPH strongly believes that this strategy
will be recognized by EPA Region 1 as a significant implementation improvement when the
FY2013 and 2014 Performance Evaluation Reports ( PER) are prepared.

The creation of a 2 year PPL was supplemented with changes to our Priority Ranking System
which added emphasis on a project' s " readiness to proceed” in preparing the PPL' s for each of
the 2 years. This revised criteria provided the DPH flexibility to take a project that ranked high in
points and low in" readiness" and move it to the second year' s PPL. Conversely, it provided
DPH the ability to make DWSRF funding available to lower ranking projects that were
considered" construction ready" in the first year' s PPL. In previous years, many of these lower
ranking " construction ready" projects were not reachable because they were below the available
funding line on the annual PPL.
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Mark Spinale, USEPA Region 1
June 18, 2013

Page 3

The DPH and the Office of the State Treasurer( OTT) both understand the impact that leveraging
has on the pace of the DWSRF Program. Both agencies also understand USEPA' s goal of each
state achieving a higher level of program pace and that our pace is significantly below that goal.
The State has demonstrated its commitment to maximizing available funding while being aware
of the pace goals and did not leverage the DWSRF program in 2012 or 2013. Further, the State

will continue to factor our progress with the pace of the program when determining whether or
not to include the DWSRF Program in future bond sales.

In summary, we believe that the DPH has made significant strides in a short period of time to
ensure that the pace of the DWSRF program improves from year to year. We hope that EPA
understands the level of commitment we have made to this effort and expect that it will be
evident in future PERs.

If you have any questions or desire additional information do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Lori Mathieu

Public Health Section Chief

Drinking Water Section

Cc:     Sharon Dixon-Peay, OTT
Susan Maheux, DPH

Ellen Blaschinski, DPH

Michael Hage, DPH

Cameron Walden, DPH

Encl:   Connecticut' s DWSRF Project Pipeline for FY2013
Connecticut' s DWSRF Project Pipeline for FY2014
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