
UPPER CONNECTICUT RIVER WUCC 
April 17, 2007 

 
DRAFT 

 
A regular meeting of the Upper Connecticut River WUCC was held at the offices of the New 
Britain Water Department, 1000 Shuttle Meadow Avenue, New Britain, CT on Tuesday, April 
17, 2007 at 10:00 A.M. 
 
1. Call to Order:  Chairman Bligh called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.  A copy of the 

attendance list is attached as Exhibit A. 
 
2. Opportunity for Public Participation:  None requested. 
 
3. April 12, 2006 Meeting Minutes:  The minutes of the April 12, 2006 annual meeting were 

unanimously approved with no discussion. 
 
4. Request for Change in Exclusive Service Area Boundary – Torrington Water Co.:  Chairman 

Bligh referred attendees to a DPH-prepared map of the proposed boundary change and 
invited Mr. Cerruto, Torrington Water Company, to discuss the proposed revision.  Mr. 
Cerruto explained that a boundary change effected last year failed to include the entire 
unassigned area in the Town of Harwinton and the current request was intended to correct 
Torrington’s earlier oversight.  Mr. Cerruto directed members to a Buck & Buck report dated 
8/22/06 assessing projected water demand and Torrington’s ability to serve.1  Mr. 
DelVecchio, representing the Department of Public Health, noted DPH’s satisfaction with the 
Buck & Buck assessment. 

 
Connecticut Water, as an abutter to the claimed area, affirmed an interest in maintaining their 
existing boundary, but having no interest in expanding that boundary.  In noting the relative 
straightness of the boundary, Ellington Acres questioned the practicality of drafting ESA 
boundaries that are likely not coincident with property lines.  A brief discussion ensued on 
the relative difficulty in using any single method – elevation, roads and/or property lines – 
when establishing ESA boundaries.  Following that, a motion was made to approve 
Torrington’s request, seconded, and unanimously approved with no further discussion.  A 
copy of the amended ESA boundary is attached as Exhibit B. 

 
5. Request for Change in Exclusive Service Area Boundary – Bristol Water Department:  

Chairman Bligh again referred members to a DPH map of the requested change and invited 
Mr. D’Amato, Bristol Water Department, to discuss the proposal.  Mr. D’Amato noted the 
City currently maintained ESA rights to a small peninsula in the southeast corner of 
Burlington and was seeking the boundary revision to gain greater definition. 

                                                 
1 Previously made available by the Department of Public Health via their website at 
www.dph.state.ct.us/BRS/Water/DWD.htm. 
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Further, Mr. D’Amato noted the requested area included a storage tank owned by the City 
and an interconnection with New Britain.  Mr. D’Amato also referenced a letter from the 
Bristol Water Department to the WUCC Chair dated July 18, 2006.2

 
Mr. Marston then spoke on behalf of Connecticut Water in opposition to the proposed 
change, noting that unlike the prior request by Torrington, the area in question was currently 
assigned to the Company’s Unionville Division and that CWC was able to serve the area 
with existing resources.  Mr. Marston further noted that Bristol had not contacted CWC to 
discuss the requested change, nor had the City demonstrated why they were better able to 
serve the area.  Mr. Marston noted that CWC had earlier acquiesced to a boundary 
amendment, which resulted in the current boundary configuration, but saw no reason to make 
any further amendments.  DPH confirmed the area was currently assigned to Connecticut 
Water.  Thereupon, Bristol made a motion to withdraw its pending request.  The motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved with no further discussion. 
 

6. Request for Change in Exclusive Service Area Boundary – West Service Corp./ CWC:  
Chairman Bligh again referred members to a DPH map of the requested change and invited 
Mr. Marston, Connecticut Water, to discuss the proposal.  Mr. Marston referred members to 
various documents, including an agreement executed between West and CWC and a map 
depicting the proposed ESA boundary revision.3  Mr. Marston further explained the intent of 
the change was to allow West to provide water service to a development proximate to their 
existing ESA and allow access to a future tank site. 

 
A question was raised whether West had adequately demonstrated an ability to serve – as had 
Torrington – whereupon DPH noted it had recently received some supporting information 
from West, but that there were possible diversion permitting issues involved.  Following 
additional discussion concerning the lack of documentation over West’s ability to serve, a 
motion was made to table the request.  The motion was seconded and approved with five 
members in support, zero against, and two abstentions. 

 
7. DPH Report on Status of Area-wide Supplement:  Mr. DelVecchio reported there was no 

change in the status of the area-wide supplement, and recommended the WUCC consider 
updating sections of the coordinated plan, especially those maps depicting distribution 
systems and/or interconnections between systems.  DPH indicated limited resources in being 
able to assist with any such mapping update. 

 
8. DPH Report on Status of Individual Water Supply Plans:  DPH provided a handout, updated 

through April 16, 2007 and attached as Exhibit C, summarizing the status of all 27 required 
individual water supply plans.  There was no discussion on the handout. 

 
9. Old Business:  None. 
 

                                                 
2 Previously made available by the Department of Public Health via their website at 
www.dph.state.ct.us/BRS/Water/DWD.htm. 
3 Ditto.  
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10. New Business:  None. 
 
11. Date for Future Meeting:  The next regular meeting of the UCRWUCC was set as April 8, 

2008, at 10:00 A.M., at the offices of the New Britain Water Department, unless otherwise 
noticed. 

 
12. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 A.M. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
    
David L. Radka 
UCRWUCC Secretary 
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