
Connecticut Teens and Motor Vehicle Crashes 
 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for Connecticut teens, 
responsible for 34% of all deaths among 15-19 year olds.  Motor vehicle crashes 
cause 39% of all deaths in the 16-17 year old age group.    
 
Between 2002 and 2006, motor vehicle crashes caused:  
 

• 181 deaths to Connecticut teens aged 15-19 years 
 

• 1,467 inpatient hospitalizations among teens 15-19 years of age   
 

• 26,554 emergency department visits for teens aged 15-19 years  
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Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and Motor Vehicle Crashes 
 

• Approximately 60% of the TBI-related deaths among Connecticut teens 
aged 15-19 years are due to motor vehicle crashes 

 
• Approximately 58% of the TBI-related hospitalizations among Connecticut 

teens aged 15-19 years are due to motor vehicle crashes 
 
 
 
 
Teen Drivers ages 16-17 years 
 
When compared to drivers of other age groups, 16-17 year old drivers involved in 
crashes in Connecticut are more likely: 
 

• To have speeding as a contributing factor  
• To be determined at-fault in crashes 
• To carry only teen passengers in their car 
• To have severe injuries 

 
 
Night driving for 16-17 year old drivers resulted in over four times the number of 
severe injuries compared to daytime driving. 
 
Night driving for 16-17 year old drivers resulted in almost three times the number 
of severe injuries in comparison to night driving among 35-49 year old drivers. 
 
Hospital and emergency department charges totaled $14.5 million between 2001-
2005 for 16-17 year old drivers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Data Sources 
CT Department of Public Health, Vital Records, Mortality Data   
CT Hospital Association, Hospital Discharge Data, 2005 – 2006 Hospitalization and Emergency 
Department Data 
CT Office of Health Care Access, Hospital Discharge Data, 2002-2004 Hospitalization and Emergency 
Department Data 
CT CODES Project, 2001-2005 linked police crash report, hospitalization and emergency department 
data for 16-17 year old drivers   
    


