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Why do I have to purify my water?

After a storm or other natural disaster, it is possible that Public Water Supplies and private wells become contaminated from debris or runoff due to excessive rain or wind.  It is important that you assume that all water is contaminated after a natural disaster until it has been tested and deemed safe to use.

Can all water be purified?

The DPH advises that all water used for drinking, cooking, washing eating and cooking utensils, washing hands and body, and washing kitchen and bathroom surfaces be purified prior to use.  It is also advised that water that is dark in color, has an odor or contains floating material not be used.  Water in water pipes and toilet flush tanks (not bowls) is safe to drink if the valve on the main water line was closed before the storm.

How do I purify my water?

To disinfect water use ONE of the following methods: 

· Boil at a rolling boil for one minute.  Make sure water is clear of particulate matter before boiling.  To lessen the flat taste of boiled water, pour the water back and forth several times between two clean containers.  

· Add eight drops of liquid chlorine bleach (such as Clorox) per gallon of clear water or 16 drops per gallon of cloudy water.  Make sure the bleach has no active ingredient other than 4 percent to 6 percent sodium hypochlorite.  Household bleach that contains perfumes or ingredients other than sodium hypochlorite should not be used as they may be toxic.

· Add 20 drops of 2 percent iodine per gallon of clear water or 40 drops per gallon of cloudy water. 

· Add water purification tablets according to directions on the package.  These tablets can be bought at most drug and sporting goods stores. 

Thoroughly mix these solutions and let the water stand for at least 30 minutes before using. Always use clean or purified water to wash any parts of the body that have come in contact with surfaces contaminated by flood waters.

Can I use water from my water heater tank?

A household water heater tank can supply 30-60 gallons for an emergency supply, if isolated from the source of supply immediately after an event.  To isolate the water tank: (1) Shut off main water valve to the house and (2) Open (hot/cold) water faucet at the highest faucet in the house.  Turn off the gas or electricity to the tank before draining off the water for emergency use.  Sediments at the bottom of the tank (iron, calcium, silt, etc.) may have to be removed by letting the water stand or by filtering the water through a clean cloth.

Can I use water from my swimming pool?

Swimming pool water may be used for bathing, flushing toilets, etc., but should not be used for drinking or cooking except as a last resort, due to the treatment chemicals used in swimming pools.
How do I store water?

Water should be stored in plastic containers, preferably heavy opaque plastic with tight fitting, screw-on caps.  Mark date on containers when stored and place in a cool dark location.  Use within one year and replace.  A small amount of household bleach (5.25% sodium hypochlorite) 8 drops per gallon, will prevent bacterial growth.  Purchased bottled water can be stored as purchased for several months.  Plan on a minimum of 2 gallons per person per day for drinking, cooking, and personal hygiene.

What about private wells?

Private drinking water wells that are shallow, such as dug or driven wells, are more likely to be contaminated and may not be a safe source of water for many months.  Deeper wells that have had a breach to the casing or electrical conduits removed via flooded materials can also be subject to the same surface wash contamination issues as the shallower wells.  It will be necessary to take long-term precautions, including repeated testing, to protect the safety of drinking water for these types of wells.
How do I disinfect a well?

The Department of Public Health has a fact sheet on disinfecting a well water supply.  To access the fact sheet online go to http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/drinking_water/pdf/Well_Disinfection.pdf.  
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California Association of Environmental Health Administrators, Disaster Field Manual for Connecticut Environmental Health Specialists.  December 2007.


