
Press Release





[Date]

Page 2 of 2

News







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
   

Town Name
Date






Contact: Public Information Officer Name







Public Information Number
Town of Town Name Opening Mass Dispensing in Response to Event
Hartford – The town of town name will be opening a mass dispensing site today at site from start time to end time to provide type of medication for plague.

“Quote from Health Director or Mayor regarding the event.  Should include empathy and resilience.  KEY MESSAGE: We have been planning for this.”

Information on the site.  Who should go, where it is, where to park, what people should bring, hours of operation, parking, etc. Also how much medication is available.  Assure people there is enough for those who need it (if that's the case.)
BRIEF paragraph about the event (what the POD is in response to).  What happened, where it happened, what was used, how it was done, etc. Do not go too much into the event.  Be sure to "stay in your lane."
Plague is a disease caused by Yersinia pestis (Y. pestis), a bacterium found in rodents and their fleas in many areas around the world. Outbreaks in people occur in areas where housing and sanitation conditions are poor. These outbreaks can occur in rural communities or in cities. They are usually associated with infected rats and rat fleas that live in the home. Human plague in the United States has occurred as mostly scattered cases in rural areas (an average of 10 to 20 people each year). 

Globally, the World Health Organization reports 1,000 to 3,000 cases of plague every year. About 14% (1 in 7) of all plague cases in the United States are fatal. Most cases in the U.S. receive some antibiotic treatment during their course of illness and deaths typically result from delays in seeking treatment or misdiagnosis. Reportedly, about 50-60% of bubonic plague patients who do not receive any antibiotic treatment die. Untreated septicemic or pneumonic plague is almost always fatal.

People become infected with bubonic plague when they are bitten by infected fleas. Fleas become infected by feeding on rodents, such as the chipmunks, prairie dogs, ground squirrels, mice, and other mammals that are infected with the bacteria Yersinia pestis. 

Pneumonic plague can be spread when a person who has plague pneumonia coughs and droplets containing the plague bacteria are released into air that is breathed by somebody who is not infected.

The typical sign of the most common form of human plague is a swollen and very tender lymph gland, accompanied by pain. The swollen gland is called a "bubo" (hence the term "bubonic plague"). Bubonic plague should be suspected when a person develops a swollen gland, fever, chills, headache, and extreme exhaustion, and has a history of possible exposure to infected rodents, rabbits, or fleas. A person usually becomes ill with bubonic plague 2 to 6 days after being infected. When bubonic plague is left untreated, plague bacteria invade the bloodstream. When plague bacteria multiply in the bloodstream, they spread rapidly throughout the body and cause a severe and often fatal condition. 

Infection of the lungs with the plague bacterium causes the pneumonic form of plague, a severe respiratory illness. The infected person may experience high fever, chills, cough, and breathing difficulty, and expel bloody sputum. If plague patients are not given specific antibiotic therapy, the disease can progress rapidly to death.

To prevent a high risk of death, antibiotics should be given within 24 hours of the first symptoms.
Residents should stay tuned to their local radio and television news stations to stay informed about the emergency and if any further steps need to be taken.

For additional information on plague, please visit the following websites:

· Town of town name: web address
· Connecticut Department of Public Health: www.ct.gov/dph 

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov
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