
Press Release





[Date]

Page 2 of 2

News







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
   

Town Name
Date






Contact: Public Information Officer Name







Public Information Number
Town of Town Name Opening Mass Dispensing in Response to Event
Hartford – The town of town name will be opening a mass dispensing site today at site from start time to end time to provide type of medication for botulism.

“Quote from Health Director or Mayor regarding the event.  Should include empathy and resilience.  KEY MESSAGE: We have been planning for this.”

Information on the site.  Who should go, where it is, where to park, what people should bring, hours of operation, parking, etc. Also how much medication is available.  Assure people there is enough for those who need it (if that's the case.)
BRIEF paragraph about the event (what the POD is in response to).  What happened, where it happened, what was used, how it was done, etc. Do not go too much into the event.  Be sure to "stay in your lane."
Botulism is a muscle-paralyzing disease caused by a toxin made by a bacterium called Clostridium botulinum. There are three types of botulism: 
· Foodborne botulism occurs when a person eats, drinks, or swallows pre-formed toxin (something that can make sick) that leads to illness within a few hours to days. Foodborne botulism is a public health emergency because the contaminated food may still be available to other persons besides the patient.

· Infant botulism occurs in a small number of at risk infants each year who have C. botulinum in their digestive tract.

· Wound botulism occurs when wounds are infected with C. botulinum that releases the toxin. 

All forms of botulism can be fatal and are considered medical emergencies. Foodborne botulism can be especially dangerous because many people can be poisoned by eating food that has been contaminated.

Symptoms of botulism include double vision, blurred vision, drooping eyelids, slurred speech, difficulty swallowing, dry mouth, and muscle weakness. Infants with botulism appear lethargic, feed poorly, are constipated, and have a weak cry and poor muscle tone. These are all symptoms of the muscle paralysis caused by the bacterial toxin. If untreated, these symptoms may cause paralysis of the arms, legs, trunk and respiratory muscles. In foodborne botulism, symptoms generally start 18 to 36 hours after eating a contaminated food, but they can occur as early as 6 hours or as late as 10 days.  If found early, foodborne and wound botulism can be treated with an antitoxin which blocks the action of toxin circulating in the blood.
Residents should stay tuned to their local radio and television news stations to stay informed about the emergency and if any further steps need to be taken.

For additional information on botulism, please visit the following websites:

· Town of town name: web address
· Connecticut Department of Public Health: www.ct.gov/dph 

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov
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