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Town of Town Name Opening Mass Dispensing in Response to Event
Hartford – The town of town name will be opening a mass dispensing site today at site from start time to end time to provide type of medication for anthrax.

“Quote from Health Director or Mayor regarding the event.  Should include empathy and resilience.  KEY MESSAGE: We have been planning for this.”

Information on the site.  Who should go, where it is, where to park, what people should bring, hours of operation, parking, etc. Also how much medication is available.  Assure people there is enough for those who need it (if that's the case.)
BRIEF paragraph about the event (what the POD is in response to).  What happened, where it happened, what was used, how it was done, etc. Do not go too much into the event.  Be sure to "stay in your lane."
Anthrax is a serious disease caused by Bacillus anthracis, a bacterium that forms spores. It is not known to spread from one person to another. There are three types of anthrax: cutaneous, gastrointestinal, and inhalation. Humans can become infected with anthrax by handling products from infected animals or by breathing in anthrax spores from infected animal products (like wool, for example). People also can become infected with digestive anthrax by eating meat from infected animals that is not well-cooked.

Symptoms can appear within seven days of coming in contact with the bacterium for all three types of anthrax. For inhalation anthrax, symptoms can appear within a week or can take up to 42 days to appear. The first symptoms of inhalation anthrax are like cold or flu symptoms and can include a sore throat, mild fever and muscle aches. Later symptoms include cough, chest discomfort, shortness of breath, tiredness and muscle aches. Antibiotics are used to treat all three types of anthrax. It is important that the infection is found and treated early.

In 2001, anthrax was used as a weapon in the United States when it was intentionally spread through the postal system by sending letters with powder containing anthrax. This act caused 22 cases of anthrax infection.
Residents should stay tuned to their local radio and television news stations to stay informed about the emergency and if any further steps need to be taken.

For additional information on anthrax, please visit the following websites:

· Town of town name: web address
· Connecticut Department of Public Health: www.ct.gov/dph 

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov
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