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Chemical Agents

Chemical agents can cause different types of reactions depending on the kind of agent that is used.  There are many different agents that can be used.  Chemical agents can be released into the air, sprayed directly onto somebody or put in food or water and can make a lot of people very sick.
Transmission

Depending on what type of agent is used, chemical agents can be breathed in through the air, swallowed in tainted food or water, or can make somebody sick if it is touched.
Symptoms

There are many different symptoms for chemical agent.  You may start seeing symptoms immediately or up to 24 hours after you have been exposed to the chemical.  Depending on the agent that is used, symptoms include:

· Blistering of the skin, nose mouth or throat
· Pain or swelling of the eyes
· Rapid Breathing
· Convulsions
· Nausea
· Vomiting
· Diarrhea
· Stomach pain
· Seizures
· Drooling
· Sweating or twitching
· Muscle weakness
· Blurred vision
· Memory loss

· Difficulty breathing

· Coughing

· Burning in the eyes, nose or throat

What To Do If You Have Symptoms

If you are experiencing symptoms or think that you have had contact with a chemical you should remove your outer layer of clothing.  Be sure not to pull the clothing over your head when taking them off.  If necessary, cut your clothes off.  If you can, put your clothes in a plastic bag and seal it.  Put the sealed bag into another plastic bag and seal it.  Wash your hair with soap and water right away.  If your eyes are burning or irritate, rinse them with water for 10-15 minutes.  Call your doctor, the Connecticut Poison Control Center (1-800-222-2221) or local health department right away and they will tell you what you need to do to get more help.
Prevention

If you are in a building where a chemical has been released:

· Follow the emergency personnel’s instructions.  Leave the building as quickly as possible.

If you are near an area where a chemical has been released:

· Stay home or where you are until you get further instructions.

· Go to the highest level of the building.  Find a room with as few windows and doors as possible.

· Seal the room using plastic and duct tape to close all openings.

· Eat only sealed, stored food and water.

· Turn to the radio, television, or internet for updated health and safety information.

If you are in a car near an area where a chemical has been release:

· Pull over to the side of the road so that you are not blocking the roadway and emergency vehicles can still pass.

· Turn off the engine and shut down vents that bring in outside air, including air conditioning.

· Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth like a scarf or handkerchief.

· Listen for instructions from emergency personnel or listen for news on the radio.
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