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Causes of Violent Death, by Year 
NVDRS Dashboard 2015-2016 

Incident 
Year 

Suicide Homicide/ 
Legal 
Intervention 

Undetermined Unintentional 
Firearm 

Total NVDRS 
Deaths 

2016 212 46 10 0 268 

2015 383 129 63 1 576 
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CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Overall Suicide Proportions 

*381 Suicides Occurred in Connecticut in 2015 
*88% were White, 6% Hispanic, 4% Black, and 2% Asian 

*4% reported having served in the military 

 

*281 Male (74%) 
*Age Range 13-93 Years Old 

*Mean Age: 50 Years, Median Age: 51 Years 

*90% White, 4% Hispanic, 4% Black, and 2% Asian 

 

*100 Female (26%) 
*Age Range 15-91 Years Old 

*Mean Age: 48 Years, Median Age: 49 Years 

*84% White, 8% Hispanic, 3% Black, and 5% Asian 

88% 

6% 

4% 2% 

Suicide by Race/Ethnicity 

White Hispanic Black Asian

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Age-Adjusted Suicide Rates 

* Connecticut suicide rates were below the national and regional rates in 
2013 and 2014. 

 

*2012-2014 Age-Adjusted Suicides Rates based on Office of the Chief Medical Examiner data. 
**2015 Age-Adjusted Suicide Rates based on NVDRS data. Denominator based on 2014 Connecticut population. 
***Content source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, WISQARS Fatal Injury 
Data (http://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/dataRestriction_inj.html); Northeast Includes: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 
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CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Age-Specific Suicide Rates 

* Suicide rates among middle-aged and older adults has been 
increasing between 2013 and 2015. 
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CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Suicide Rates by City of Injury 

Suicide Rates 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Suicide Rates by Mechanism 
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Suffocation Firearm Poisoning Other

* N = 381 with a reported method of suicide (281 males and 100 females).  
** Rates based on 2014 Connecticut population. 

* Suffocation was the leading method of suicide among persons under 25 
years of age. 

* Poisoning was the leading method of suicide among females, 45 years of 
age and older. 

* Firearm was the leading method of suicide among males, 65 years of age 
and older. 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 

Circumstance Information 
*Based on 346 known circumstances for the 381 suicide deaths (90.8%) 

*Based on 2015 OCME reports 

*Suicide Notes Found on 81 cases (23.4%) 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Known Circumstances for All Ages 

Number of Suicides [N] 381 
Known Circumstances [N (%)] 346 (90.8) 

Circumstance N (%) 
Perceived to be Depressed 205 (59.3) 
History of Ever Receiving Mental Illness or 
Substance Abuse Treatment 177 (51.2) 

Currently Diagnosed with a Mental Health 
Problem 165 (47.7) 

Currently Receiving Mental Health/Substance 
Abuse Treatment 115 (33.2) 

Alcohol and/or Other Substance Abuse Problem 86 (24.9) 
Intimate Partner Problem 67 (19.4) 
History of Attempted Suicide 66 (19.1) 
History of Suicidal Thoughts 55 (15.9) 
Physical Health Problem 53 (15.3) 
Crisis Within Two Weeks of Incident 40 (11.6) 
Disclosed an Intention To Commit Suicide 38 (11.0) 
Financial Problem 28 (8.1) 
Recent Criminal Legal Problem 26 (7.5) 
Argument 24 (6.9) 
Job Problem 19 (5.5) 

Circumstance N (%) 
Non-Criminal Legal Problem 18 (5.2) 
Non-Suicide Death of a Friend Or Family Member 17 (4.9) 
Non-Intimate Partner Family Relationship Problem 13 (3.8) 
Non-Drug Related Addiction 13 (3.8) 
Precipitated by Another Crime 11 (3.2) 
Eviction Or Loss Of Home 10 (2.9) 
Involved a Fight Between Two People 7 (2.0) 
Recent Suicide of a Friend or Family Member 6 (1.7) 
Relationship Problem with Friend or Associate 5 (1.5) 
Current or Ongoing Intimate Partner Violence 3 (0.9) 
School Problem 2 (0.6) 
Occurred On or Near the Anniversary of a 
Traumatic Event 2 (0.6) 

Perpetrator of a Violent Act Within the Previous 
Month 1 (0.3) 

Jealousy/Distress Over a Current/Former Intimate 
Partner 1 (0.3) 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Mental Health 

* Males had a higher rate of mental health diagnosis than females in most age 
categories, particularly in the 25-44 and 45-64 age categories. 

* Depression was the most common diagnosis. 
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* N = 152 persons that were reported to have a MH diagnosis (96 males and 56 females). Conditions  were unknown for 13 persons with a 
mental illness . 
** Rates based on 2014 Connecticut population. 

Known Mental Health Conditions, Rates per 100,000  CT Population 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Mental Health 

* Middle-aged persons had higher rates of perceived depression, 
particularly males. 
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* N = 205 persons that were perceived to be depressed (143 males and 62 
females). 
** Rates based on 2014 Connecticut population. 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Mental Health 

* 165 persons that were diagnosed with a mental health illness within 
two months of incident, with 115 receiving treatment (67 males and 48 
females). 

* Middle-Aged persons had higher rates of receiving treatment. 
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CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Alcohol and/or Other Substance Abuse 

* Persons in the 25-44 and 45-64 age categories had higher rates of 
substance abuse, particularly males. 

* Alcohol-only abuse was the most reported substance. 
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* N = 86 persons were reported to have alcohol and/or substance abuse problems (67 males and 19 females). 
** Rates based on 2014 Connecticut population. 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Intimate Partner Problem 

* Males in the 25-44 and 45-64 age category were more likely than 
females to experience an intimate partner problem (i.e., 3 times and 
4.6 times more likely, respectively). 
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* N = 67 persons were reported to have an intimate partner problem (50 males and 17 females). 
** Rates based on 2014 Connecticut population. 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Physical Health Problem 

* Older adults had higher rates of reported physical health problems, 
particularly males. 

* No one under 25 had a reported physical health problem. 
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* N = 53 persons were reported to have a physical health problem (41 males and 12 females). 
** Rates based on 2014 Connecticut population. 
*** Includes Health Problems and Chronic Pain/Illness. 

  



CT Violent Death Reporting System 
Top Five Known Circumstances by Specific 

Age Categories 
Ages  < 25 Ages 25 - 64 Ages > 64 

Cases [N] 34 289 58 
Circumst 
[N(%)] 29 (85.3) 262 (90.7) 55 (94.8) 

Most Frequent  Most Frequent  Most Frequent  

1 Perceived to have Depressed 
Mood 

Perceived to have Depressed 
Mood 

Perceived to have Depressed 
Mood 

2 
History of Ever Receiving Mental 

Illness or Substance Abuse 
Treatment 

History of Ever Receiving Mental 
Illness or Substance Abuse 

Treatment 

History of Ever Receiving Mental 
Illness or Substance Abuse 

Treatment 

3 Currently Diagnosed with a 
Mental Health Problem 

Currently Diagnosed with a 
Mental Health Problem 

Currently Diagnosed with a 
Mental Health Problem 

4 
Currently Receiving Mental 
Health/Substance Abuse 

Treatment 

Currently Receiving Mental 
Health/Substance Abuse 

Treatment 

Contributing Physical Health 
Problem* 

5 History of Attempted Suicide Alcohol and/or Other Substance 
Abuse Problem at Time of Death 

Currently Receiving Mental 
Health/Substance Abuse 

Treatment 

* Includes Health Problems and Chronic Pain/Illness. 

  



Questions? 



  

CHILD FATALITY REVIEW MODULE AND 
SUMMARY 

 



CFR Module Criteria 

*Incident Death Types 
*Homicides 

*Suicides 

*Undetermined Intent 

*Accidental Firearm 

 

*Child Fatality Review (CFR) Module 
*Persons Aged 0 to 17 Years 

 

*Exclusions 
*SUID and SIDS cases 

*Unspecified Cause of Death, Undetermined Intent 

 
 

  



 

 

*Main Data Sources: 
*Medical Examiner Reports 

*Death Certificates 

*Police Reports 

 

*CFR Module Data Sources in Addition to the Main Sources:  
*Child Protective Services Reports 

*Educational Records 

*Health Care Records (Primary/Mental) 

*Birth Certificate Records 

CFR Module Data Sources   

 



Preventable Fatalities Among Children, Less 
than 18 Years of Age (2008-2015)* 

*Approximately 40 
Preventable Deaths Per Year 
among Children in 2013-
2015. 

*Of 42 preventable deaths, 22 
were considered violent 
deaths. 

 

 

*2011-2015 Data based on Office of the Child Advocate Numbers 
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List of Selected Variables in  
CFR Module 

Data Category Selected Data Elements 

(1) Witnesses to Fatal 
Incident 

Were there any witnesses to the 
incident? 
Were there any child witnesses to the 
incident? 

(2) Child Fatality 
Review (CFR) Records 

Child Fatality Review (CFR) records are 
available for this victim? 
Scene investigation by law enforcement? 
Scene investigation by Medical 
Examiner/Coroner? 

(3) Victim 
Illness/Disability 

Victim had a physical illness at time of 
incident 
Victim had disability at time of incident 

(4) Prenatal Exposure 
Variables 

Victim’s (birth) mother received prenatal 
care prior to 3rd trimester 
Victim was exposed to recreational drugs 
in utero 
Victim was exposed to alcohol in utero 

(5) Child Protective 
Services (CPS) Report 
Variables 

Prior CPS report was filed on the victim’s 
household 
Person on behalf of whom or against 
whom a CPS report was filed 

(6) Abuse/Neglect 
Substantiation 
Variables 

Physical abuse substantiated 
Sexual abuse substantiated 

Data Category Selected Data Elements 

(7) Contact with 
Formal 
System/Services 

Victim contact with Law enforcement in 
the past 12 months 
Victim contact with juvenile justice 
system in the past 12 months 
Victim had contact with health care 
system in the past 12 months 

(8) Suspect Charge, 
Arrest, Etc. Variables 

Law enforcement identified the suspect 
by name 
Suspect was arrested as a perpetrator in 
this death 
Child Protective Service report had 
previously been filed on this suspect 

(9) Victim Household 
Characteristics 

Victim’s type of primary residence 
Length of time in residence 
Unrelated adult living in victim’s 
household 

(10) Supervisor 
Characteristics 

Perpetrator responsible for supervision at 
time of incident? 
Did the quality of supervision contribute 
to the death of the victim? 
Relationship of supervisor to the victim 

(11) Caregiver 
Characteristics 

Is the victim’s primary caregiver a victim 
or suspect in the incident? 

[Up to 2 caregivers] 

Caregiver lived with victim at the time 
of the incident? 
Had legal custody of victim at time of 
death? 

  



List of Selected Variables in  
CFR Module (Continued) 

Data Category Selected Data Elements 

(12) Records 
Consulted in CFRT 
Review 

CME records 
CFR Records SS/CPS 
Law enforcement records 
School records 
EMS records 
Health Provider/Hospital records 
Public Health Department records 
Mental Health Records 
Juvenile Justice Records 
Death Certificate 
Other records 
Specify (what other records) 

(13) Mental Health 
Variables 

Victim has ever been treated as an 
inpatient for psychiatric problems 
Victim had a current prescription for a 
psychiatric medication at the time of the 
incident 
Victim experienced barriers to accessing 
mental health care (applicable only to 
victims coded as having a mental health 
problem and not being in treatment) 

Data Category Selected Data Elements 

(14) CFR Concluding 
Variables 

Did the CFR designation of the child’s 
manner of death match the death 
certificate manner? 
If CFR designation did not match death 
certificate manner, was action taken 
by the CFR to change the manner of 
death? 
Manner of death designated by the CFR 
Result of action taken by the CFR to 
change the manner of death 
CFR conclusions regarding the 
preventability of the death 

  



2015 Child Fatalities 
Summary Overview 

Homicide 
N(%) 

Suicide 
N(%) 

Undetermined 
N(%) 

Total 11(50.0%) 10(45.5%) 1(4.5%) 

Age 
0-5 4(36.4%) 0(0.0%) 1(100.0%) 

6-11 2(18.2%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 

12-17 5(45.5%) 10(100.0%) 0(0.0%) 

Mean Age 9 16 0 

  



2015 Child Fatalities 
Summary Overview 

Homicide 
N(%) 

Suicide 
N(%) 

Undetermined 
N(%) 

Total 11(50.0%) 10(45.5%) 1(4.5%) 

Gender 
Female 2(18.2%) 5(50.0%) 1(100.0%) 

Male 9(81.8%) 5(50.0%) 0(0.0%) 

Race 
Black 4(36.4%) 1(10.0%) 1(100.0%) 

Hispanic 4(36.4%) 1(10.0%) 0(0.0%) 

White 3(27.3%) 8(80.0%) 0(0.0%) 

  



2015 Child Fatalities 
Mechanism of Death  
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DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS MODULE AND 
SUMMARY 

 



Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Inclusion Criteria 

*Incident Death Types 
*Unintentional Drug Overdose 

*All Drug Type Overdoses 

 

*All Ages 

 
 

  



 

 

*Main Data Sources: 
*Medical Examiner Reports 

*Death Certificates 

*Police Reports 

*Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP): Pending 

Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Data Sources   

 



*Data cleaning for 2015 and 2016 is currently taking place. 

2015 

*476 completed out of 742 incidents (64%)* 

 

2016 (January 1 to June 30) 

*207 completed out of 332 incidents (62%)* 

Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Data Sources   

 



Data Element Response Options 

(1) Type of drug poisoning 

1) Overdose related to 
substance abuse 
2) Victim unintentionally takes 
a drug or wrong dosage 
3) Overmedication 
4) Took prescribed dosage 
5) Other, please add 
information to narrative 
6) Unknown 

(2) Previous drug overdose 

1) No previous overdose 
reported 
2) Previous OD within the last 
month 
3) Previous OD occurred 
between a month and a year 
ago 
4) Previous OD occurred more 
than a year ago 
8) Previous OD, timing 
unknown 

(3) Treatment for substance 
abuse 

1) No treatment 
2) Current treatment 
3) No current treatment, but 
treated in the past 

Data Element Response Options 

(4) History of opioid/heroin 
abuse 

1) None 
2) Current or past abuse of 
prescription opioids 
3) Current or past abuse of 
heroin 
4) Current or past abuse of 
both prescription opioids and 
heroin 
8) History of substance abuse 
noted, specific substances 
unknown 

(5) Scene indications of drug 
abuse (check all that apply) 

"None" 
"Drug paraphernalia" 
"Track marks on victim" 
"Illicit drugs at scene" 
"Presence of buprenorphine, 
not including BuTrans" 
"Prescription drugs, not 
prescribed to decedent" 
"Other scene indication of drug 
abuse (Include in narrative)" 

(6) Indication Other Narrative Description of other scene 
indications of drug use. 

  Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Data Fields 



Data Element Response Options 

(7) Naloxone/Opioid 
antagonist administered 

1) Not administered or 
mentioned 
2) Administered by EMS 
3) Administered by hospital 
(ED/inpatient) 
4) Administered by bystander 
5) Administered, unknown by 
whom 
6) Other (specify in narrative) 
8) Unknown 

(8) Bystanders present at time 
of overdose 

1) No bystanders present 
2) 1 bystander present 
2) Multiple bystanders present 
3) Bystanders present, 
unknown number 
4) Unknown if bystander 
present 

(9) Route of drug exposure 
(Check all that apply) 

Group of five checkboxes: 
 "Any injection" 
"Snorting" 
 "Ingestion/transdermal patch" 
 "Suppository" 
"Unknown/not listed" 

Data Element Response Options 

(10) Treated for pain at time of 
injury 

1) Yes, treated chronic pain 
2) Yes, treated acute pain 
3) Yes, treated acute and 
chronic pain 
4) Yes, unknown type of pain 
5) No/Unknown 

(11) Use of prescription 
morphine 

1) None 
2) Evidence of morphine 
prescription dispensed within 
last 30 days 
3) Prescription morphine found 
at the scene (vials or tablets) 
4) Both prescription and scene 
evidence of morphine 
prescription 
5) Other evidence (include in 
narrative) 

(12) Prescription morphine 
narrative 

Description of other evidence 
of use of prescription 
morphine. 

  Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Data Fields(Continued) 



Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Data Fields(Continued)* 

Data Element Response Options 

(13) Number of opioid prescriptions in the 
30 days preceding injury. 

1) # of prescriptions, or 
 

2) Enter "99" when cannot access the 
PDMP prescription information for the 
person. 

(14) Number of pharmacies dispensing 
controlled substance prescriptions in the 
30 days preceding injury. 

1) # of unique pharmacies that dispensed 
controlled substance 
 

2) 2) Enter "99" when cannot access the 
PDMP prescription information for the 
person. 

(15) Number of doctors writing controlled 
substance prescriptions to the decedent in 
the 30 days preceding injury. 

1) # of unique prescribers who prescribed 
controlled substances 
 

2) 2) Enter "99" when cannot access the 
PDMP prescription information for the 
person. 

  

*Data for these elements have not been received yet as they will come from the PDMP. 



Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Overdose Fatalities by Race/Ethnicity and Gender  
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Drug Overdose Deaths Module  
Overdose Fatalities by Age 
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2015 2016 (Jan-Jun) 
City Number City Number 
Hartford 34 Waterbury 14 

Waterbury 29 Hartford 13 

Bridgeport 19 New Haven 13 

New Britain 19 Bridgeport 9 

Bristol 16 New Britain 8 

New Haven 13 Norwich 8 

Meriden 13 Meriden 6 

West Haven 12 Bristol 5 

New London 11 Manchester 4 

Manchester 10 New London 4 

Drug Overdose Deaths Module  
Top 10 Cities where Overdose Occurred   



*2015 
*76% of males and 64% of 

females had a reported 
substance abuse problem 

* Illicit drug use, prescription 
medication abuse, etc. 

*Excludes alcohol abuse 

*2016 (Jan-Jun) 
*80% of males and 78% of 

females 

 

Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Substance Abuse Problem 
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*2015 
*19% of males and 19% of 

females received current or 
past treatment for a substance 
abuse problem 

*Rehab or sober house facility, 
detox, treated with 
Suboxone, Methadone 
program, etc. 

* Includes alcohol abuse 

*2016 (Jan-Jun) 
*25% of males and 22% of 

females 

Drug Overdose Deaths Module 
Treated for Substance Abuse Problem 
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  Thank you. 

Chinedu Okeke  
chinedu.okeke@ct.gov 

For more information, please contact the Office of Injury Prevention at the Connecticut Department of Public Health. 

410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
Telephone: (860) 509-8251 Web:  http://www.ct.gov/dph/ctvdrs 

 
The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Susan Logan  
susan.logan@ct.gov 

Michael Makowski 
michael.makowski@ct.gov 

Victor Cabada 
victor.cabada@ct.gov 

Heather Clinton 
heather.clinton@ct.gov 
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