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 Probable source of infection (risk group) is collected for reported cases of HIV 

infection. IDU (injection drug use), MSM (men who have sex with men), and 
heterosexual sex with an HIV-positive person are the predominant modes of 
transmission. In approximately 15% of PLWHA cases, risk group is not known. 

 HIV is not transmitted through casual or indirect contact such as kissing, shaking 
hands, hugging, doorknobs, or toilet seats. 

 In the graphs above, risk groups are shown for People Living With HIV/AIDS 
(n=10,725) by race/ethnicity and sex. Each bar represents the percentage of cases 
with that risk and each cluster of bars totals to 100%.   

 Black and Hispanic males have a similar profile with an IDU risk in approximately half 
of cases with MSM in 20% of cases. White males have MSM as the risk in half the 
cases and IDU in 24% of cases. Heterosexual risk in males varies from 6% of white 
to 17% of black PLWHA. 

 Females, regardless of race/ethnicity, have IDU and heterosexual as predominant 
risk factors (approximately 35-45% of cases in each risk group). 

 Questions or to request PowerPoint slides, email: aaron.roome@ct.gov  
 
 
 
Source:   Connecticut Department of Public Health, AIDS and Chronic Diseases Section  
 HIV/AIDS Surveillance: http://www.ct.gov/dph/HIVsurveillance 

Probable source of HIV infection in PLWHA, 
by race/ethnicity, Connecticut, 2009 (June 30).
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Probable source of HIV infection in PLWHA, 
by race/ethnicity, Connecticut, 2009 (June 30).
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