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Draft CCMP Update September 2014: The Environmental Engineering (EE) Program has not been able
to sufficiently review this public draft, however the program submitted comments on a September 2014
Internal Draft that were sent to the CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP)
under a July 16, 2014 cover letter (see attached document).

CCMP Update, Supplemental Document, Implementation Actions September 2014 Draft: There are
four implementation actions (1As), two of which are designated as priority actions (3 & 4 in below list)
that are specifically related to on-site/decentralized wastewater treatment systems, and the following are
comments on those IAs:

1. 1A #WW-14 (Improved Policies for Decentralized Wastewater Systems): This action item references
improved management of decentralized wastewater systems in accordance with EPA’s voluntary
guidelines, which is a policy that the CT Department of Public Health (DPH) has historically
supported. Funding sources for this policy reference each state’s SRF loan program, and this is in line
with EPA recommendations that promotes use of CWSRF as a means for states to implement
comprehensive wastewater system management programs, and EPA has been encouraging states to
re-evaluate their CWSRF programs to ensure decentralized needs are adequately determined and
sufficiently funded. This action item also encourages CT & NY health agencies to “discuss nutrient
removal systems” and the performance metric mention incorporating local sewer districts, tracking
installations, and replacement of conventional systems with decentralized systems. The wording in
relative to these points needs to be clarified. It is assumed that the last metric is meant to concern
replacement of conventional septic systems with nutrient reducing alternative treatment (AT)
systems, and it must be understood that currently in CT, AT systems are not regulated by health
agencies, but rather by DEEP. DPH has been advocating improved and comprehensive management
of all decentralized wastewater systems that include conventional septic systems and AT systems.

2. 1A# WW-15 (Improve Management of Denitrifying On-site Wastewater Systems): It’s not clear why
denitrifying systems are noted to improve nitrogen and pathogens, and it’s recommended the wording
be revised to note the promotion of greater use of AT systems and more appropriate use of
conventional systems for improved wastewater renovation including nutrient and pathogen reduction.
The noted cooperators & partners mention implementation of this action item at the local level, and
research by an academic or consulting agency partner. State level agencies need to also be included in
this list, and this action item cannot be successfully achieved with comprehensive decentralized
sewage system management as discussed in 1A# WW-14, and reference to such management should
be included also in |1A# WW-15.

3. 1A# WW-16 (Modify Septic System Use & Siting Policies to Accommodate Climate Change/Sea
Level Rise): The title of this action item needs to be expanded to cover all decentralized wastewater
systems including AT systems, community systems, in addition to septic systems, especially since the
action item text specifically mentions decentralized treatment plants, which are assumed to be AT
systems serving individual properties and cluster developments. The project description cites the CT
& NY state health agencies for being charged with working with municipalities to oversee and
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implement regulations for such systems and septic systems. See comments under 1A#s WW-14 & 15
for comments about comprehensive management of decentralized systems and jurisdiction of AT

systems in CT.
4. 1A# WW-17 (Resiliency of Existing & New Wastewater Treatment Systems (Septic & WWTF) &

Stormwater Infrastructure to Accommodate Sea Level Rise): The EE Program is in support of this
action item, however LID/Stormwater Infiltration Programs need to be coordinated with on-site
sewage disposal programs at the state and local level as discussed in the July 16, 2014 Internal Draft

Comments.
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