
INTRODUCTION

This statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRP) has been prepared in accordance with the
provisions of Title 23, Section 135 of the United States Code, as amended by the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991 and the Transportation Equity Act for
the 21st Century (TEA 21). It is intended to serve primarily as a policy and information
document that covers the period 1998 through 2020.

Chapter I, MAJOR ISSUES AND CONCERNS, identifies major issues and challenges,
discusses ConnDOT’s approaches to and concerns in addressing them and explains the impact of
the federal requirements for fiscally-constrained plans on transportation programs. Specifically,
it discusses various mobility issues and challenges, the effects of transportation on the economy,
environmental issues and funding issues.

Chapter II, THE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS, explains the transportation
planning process. It presents the federal requirements that must be met, discusses the roles of the
Department and the regional planning organizations, identifies the primary transportation
planning products and graphically presents the transportation planning and programming
process.

Chapter III, TRENDS & RELEVANT PLANNING DATA, discusses the trends, factors and
other relevant information used or considered by transportation planners to forecast and address
travel demands. Demographic trends as well as land use, economic and other factors are
presented because they provide a general basis for understanding the underlying variables that
affect changes in travel. Commuting patterns, mode of commuting, statewide and regional
highway congestion levels, traffic volumes and developments and trends in the movement of
goods are discussed to give an overview of travel patterns and conditions that more directly
affect the transportation network. Also included are relevant projects and information discussed
in the most current long-range plans of the adjacent states of Rhode Island, Massachusetts and
New York.

Chapter IV, STATUS OF THE EXISTING TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM, summarizes the
Connecticut Department of Transportation’s roles with respect to the State of Connecticut’s
airports, bridges, highways, bus systems, rail systems, water transportation services and
facilities, and bikeways and multi-use trails. Overviews of the physical conditions of the
components of these systems are presented, factors affecting the conditions of or demand on the
facilities are identified and the ability of these facilities and systems to meet current and future
demand is discussed.

Chapter V, THE PLAN, presents ConnDOT’s plans for State transportation services and
facilities. An overview of the goals of ConnDOT’s strategic financial investment plan and lists of
major plan elements are followed by discussions, by mode, of the Department’s programs,
initiatives, major studies and major projects.

The final chapter, CHAPTER VI. TRANSPORTATION FINANCING, explains where the
money to pay for Connecticut’s transportation services, projects and programs comes from. The



recently passed federal transportation reauthorization legislation, the "Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century," and the State of Connecticut’s Special Transportation Fund are discussed.


