NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT  –  The Connecticut Department of Transportation (Department) Office of Engineering has begun to prepare Preliminary Design (PD) plans and bid documents for four bridges in the city of Bridgeport.  The bridges have been selected by the Department to be part of a pilot Design Build project.  The goal is to use the design-build contracting method and accelerated construction technologies.  The bridges were selected as candidates for an Accelerated Bridge Construction (ABC) project based in part on limited environmental and utility constraints at this site.  The goal is to use this project as a demonstration of accelerated project delivery including ABC. 

The bridges were all built in 1972 under Project No. 15-53 as part of the construction of the Routes 8 and 25 expressway.  The bridges are located in the city of Bridgeport, approximately two miles north of the Route 8 and I-95 interchange.  The two southern bridges for this project are Bridge Nos. 03761 and 03762, which are “sister” bridges carrying Route 8 northbound and southbound over Lindley Street and a parking area.  The two northern bridges for this project are Bridge Nos. 03764 an 03765, which are also “sister” bridges carrying Route 8 northbound and southbound over Capitol Avenue (see location map).

The current proposed scope of work for this project is the replacement of the existing superstructure combined with substructure rehabilitation.  The proposed superstructures will consist of steel beam with a concrete deck and concrete parapets.  The current spans and basis geometry will be maintained.  The substructure elements will be modified to accommodate the new superstructure layout.  In addition, any existing cracks, spalls, or other damage will be repaired.  

The option that is currently being investigated is to infill several of the spans on Bridge Nos. 03761 and 03762.  Also, included in this project will be modifications to Lindley Street at the intersection of U.S. Route 1 (North Avenue).  This will include adding a turning lane to Lindley Street and the off-ramp for Route 8 northbound. The goal will be to build the entire project during summer 2014 using short term closures of Route 8 with ancillary work completed within the summer months of 2014.  The project will be federally funded. 
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