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GET ON BOARD THE DBE EXPRESS!                 
  
The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) announces the launch 
of the DBE Express, a quarterly newsletter designed to keep you abreast of 
developments in the transportation industry.  
  
We know you will find this newsletter informative and interesting. 
We encourage you to share news that others may find useful in their businesses. Please contact Shari 
Pratt at shari.pratt@ct.gov with your submissions.   
  
Upcoming Projects   
Be sure to visit the CTDOT website to learn about upcoming bid opportunities at www.ct.gov/dot. 
   

 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS   
Pullman & Comley Legal Seminar 
  
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2015 
Registration: 9:15am 
Location: 

GNEMSDC Business Center 
333 State Street Bridgeport, CT 06604 
  

Topic: 
"Getting Paid On Construction Projects: Mechanic's Liens and Other Remedies" 
  
Presenter: 
Attorney Richard C. Robinson.  Attorney Robinson practices in the area of business litigation including the 
litigation of construction and employment disputes. He heads the firm's Construction Law and Litigation 
Section. He has successfully resolved hundreds of business litigation cases, both through trial and 
settlement. 
  
To Register:  Click Here 
Registration deadline date July 10, 2015. For questions contact Julia Weldon at jweldon@gnemsdc.org.  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-Ig2R5ztHj64sx-MH0cgEjkrPjTowdpbcJRaVX6TsbeMOMN2zUAA8sA8rd4E6tCMky92-JMAntk_KY6LARbuRi1nDKNWmMymRJYDOY2QG44SBFu1hiSZ1tg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-IkycRmS5gQSjGC6W29znHvJzg0SZp4K1_L6b6TdQy3sV_KEctUmoqrmDvao1ABZtiw46RObh0rCmg1ePU5rj_IksdNYM-_zTZagA9nhbAyzDNbacWWp32X_dgqJiLT3hQ6vikjxv5GWazoRZz5SQ3wx1tdv1YahJyBZUh316ill9XlPZnNoM9cEWonPEka062ieR3cFNYPQ6BUF30PR_ru7EF9d8y40TDks7yKet6LrsjEHrw6-jTI7j13yASLj_A-gkcHKwuXxZFw-5Wf6eFTIfZirZBIO4oiVLG2I_vv4rbse0IPePUJp6r8RjGziyblj5A9H-axLRosjmXT_3Voobz9G0TkqShl_q1nzUZGLJZY2QU98DqJaGQsAvbTX5qUCBbua72am0YxW-4GK9Ko=&c=&ch=
mailto:jweldon@gnemsdc.org


 
 
SUMMARY - 49 CFR PART 26 RULE CHANGES  
Effective November 3, 2014 
  
The Department of Transportation (DOT) has issued a final rule amending its 
disadvantaged business enterprise (DBE) program at 49 CFR Part 26. For more 
information on those changes, please visit 
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-
MBo5hdDmvrfqTwLgohqI1AWdWQlw7YbTckp6pRN9KSf5xk7BO9z-
At0ye2_GeRlIq8d9bybYE8TfDigknkMN6Xc0dnBUCoetn12sjosNdERF9bbux7WGEDw7rriV2WJkT1-
WYsHVC0Z6zZKtev-5zH1f9RKz2JyOcIZVagMfKQh&c=&ch=. 
  
The DOT DBE Program is an affirmative action program designed to combat discrimination and its 
continuing effects by providing contracting opportunities on Federally-funded highway, transit, and airport 
projects for small businesses owned and controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged 
individuals. Over the years, the DOT has met or exceeded the national aspirational goal established by 
Congress in the statutes authorizing the program since 1983 and has made continuous program 
improvements.   

  

 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
Free Assistance 
  
Thanks to supportive services funding from the Federal Highway Administration, CTDOT is able to 
administer business development programs for our DBEs. Here is a brief description of both programs. 
  
Greater New England Minority Supplier Development Council 
GNEMSDC helps DBEs build their capacity in order to gain access to public or 
private projects. GNEMSDC consultants, conduct on-site visits to determine the 
scope of work that is tailored to the needs of the business. The following services are 
offered: Executive Coaching, Loan Packaging, Project Financing, Insurance, Bonding 
and Cash Flow Analysis. 
 
CCSU (Central Connecticut State University) 
ITBD (Institute for Technology and Business Development) 
The ITBD is responsible for conducting needs assessments, supportive services and 
various workshops. This program provides one on one services to DBE firms 
by professional consultants, subject matter experts and CCSU faculty members. 
 
If you are interested in participating in these supportive services programs, please contact 
Shari Pratt at Shari.Pratt@ct.gov or by phone at (860)-594-2171 
   

  

SURETY BOND PROGRAM  
BondSure 
 
Are you a minority contractor located in Southern Connecticut that needs a bid and 
performance bond? BondSure can help you. We offer up to $100,000 in collateral to 
facilitate the approval of your application by a surety insurance company. For more details please email 
mailto:alopez@genmsdc.org. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-MBo5hdDmvrfqTwLgohqI1AWdWQlw7YbTckp6pRN9KSf5xk7BO9z-At0ye2_GeRlIq8d9bybYE8TfDigknkMN6Xc0dnBUCoetn12sjosNdERF9bbux7WGEDw7rriV2WJkT1-WYsHVC0Z6zZKtev-5zH1f9RKz2JyOcIZVagMfKQh&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-MBo5hdDmvrfqTwLgohqI1AWdWQlw7YbTckp6pRN9KSf5xk7BO9z-At0ye2_GeRlIq8d9bybYE8TfDigknkMN6Xc0dnBUCoetn12sjosNdERF9bbux7WGEDw7rriV2WJkT1-WYsHVC0Z6zZKtev-5zH1f9RKz2JyOcIZVagMfKQh&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-MBo5hdDmvrfqTwLgohqI1AWdWQlw7YbTckp6pRN9KSf5xk7BO9z-At0ye2_GeRlIq8d9bybYE8TfDigknkMN6Xc0dnBUCoetn12sjosNdERF9bbux7WGEDw7rriV2WJkT1-WYsHVC0Z6zZKtev-5zH1f9RKz2JyOcIZVagMfKQh&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-MBo5hdDmvrfqTwLgohqI1AWdWQlw7YbTckp6pRN9KSf5xk7BO9z-At0ye2_GeRlIq8d9bybYE8TfDigknkMN6Xc0dnBUCoetn12sjosNdERF9bbux7WGEDw7rriV2WJkT1-WYsHVC0Z6zZKtev-5zH1f9RKz2JyOcIZVagMfKQh&c=&ch=
mailto:Shari.Pratt@ct.gov
mailto:alopez@genmsdc.org


  

  

IS YOUR ANNUAL"NO CHANGE AFFIDAVIT" DUE?     
  
Under Federal Regulation 49 CFR 26.83(j), you are required to submit an Annual "No 
Change Affidavit" verifying that no changes have occurred in your firm. Your Annual No 
Change Affidavit is due on or before your original date of certification each calendar 
year. The items required for submission include the "No Change Affidavit", a copy of your 
DBE Home State Certification if not a Connecticut based firm and Personal & Company Tax Returns.  
  
Please email constance.miano@ct.gov to request a "No Change Affidavit" form. 
 
  
  

  

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PLANS 
  
Affirmative Action Plan Updates for period covering January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2014 
are now due. Failure to submit an updated plan will result in the expiration of your firm's 
Affirmative Action Plan. All firms performing work on CTDOT projects valued at $10,000 or more 
must have a current approved affirmative action plan. For questions concerning the Affirmative 
Action Plans, please contact Phylisha Coles at (860) 594-2178.  

  

 

EXPRESS YOURSELF 

DBE TESTIMONIALS 
  
CTDOT has been involved in many supportive programs throughout the New England region over the 
years. Please send your comments and share your experiences with our network. Your feedback is 
valuable to us and may be featured in the newsletter. To participate, please email Shari Pratt at 
Shari.Pratt@ct.gov with any questions or concerns. 

  

 
"I have been working with GNEMSDC since last April in getting the finances of my business under control. 
Since the beginning, I realized that participating in this program would bring benefits. First by reviewing the 
financial statement on a monthly basis I was able to make changes in the operations that resulted in a 
lower breakeven point. The program assisted me in revamping my marketing plan and to offer the 
participation in events that enhanced my network of potential clients. Lastly, GNEMSDC created a pricing 
model that help me to understand variable and fixed costs and allowed me to price my service 
competitively and profitably. All this work has resulted in the signing of a multi-year contract with 
Eversource/NEU that will get my business in a growing path. This program has been a life saver for my 
business along with Mr. Lopez, has been very accommodating for C.C. Security Corporation." 
 
  

- Marcellus Sharpe 
C.C. Security Corporation 

  
  

"VB Tech., a Structural and Civil Engineering firm in Rocky Hill has been benefited over past several years 

mailto:constance.miano@ct.gov
mailto:Shari.Pratt@ct.gov


by the CCSU's Business Development Program under ConnDOT sponsorship. The timely scheduling of 
seminars and workshops on very relevant subjects, one-on-one sessions conducted by industry experts 
and individual business plan development are some the examples of benefits. The array of covered 
subjects range from finance, accounting, marketing, proposals, contracting, networking, communication 
media etc. The program leads Mr. Richard Mullins, Jr. and Mr. James Bruner have been instrumental in 
continually providing business advancement opportunities. Specifically, last July they both took time to visit 
VB Tech. and learn first-hand about the challenges and critical needs of our consulting engineering office. 
As a result, an intern engineering position was filled by a CCSU's bright senior Civil Engineering student 
Mr. Chris Patria who continues to be a very diligent, productive and promising member of VB Tech. team."  
  

- Nikhil S. Vyas  
VB Tech. Corp 

  
  

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE   
  
Congratulations to A & J Construction on receiving the 2015 Asphalt Paving Award.  
For more information on their services, please 
visit http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-
E3CEf2sR9pb88638QNM_rdv_Y2jZBWM8IMDd4O5510cp-RgXP1B_cpiMZ7GGppUvaRFzign-
PojKmbjiBTWL8-4YHrTxfoQ0ipACyvdY9QpnvTUKDP8CcY=&c=&ch=. 
 
   

  

ADVANCE LEADERSHIP PROGRAM FOR 
CONTRACTORS 
 
  
For six consecutive Fridays this winter, approximately 18 DBE's participated in 
the inaugural Advance Leadership Program for Contractors. GNEMSDC designed this program with the 
objective to bring experienced experts in their respective field to lead a conversation on each of the 
following subjects: 

• Construction Accounting - Paul Greenberg, CPA - Ritch Greenberg & Hassan CPS's PC 
• Estimating, bidding and purchasing - Wesley Stith and Rob Flowers - Clark Construction 
• Project Management - Doug Cunningham - Walsh Construction 
• Construction Contract Law - Dan Smolki - Crumbie Law Group 
• Joint venture/Partnership/Subcontracting - Peter Hurst 
• Marketing Construction Companies - Duane Cashin - DC Duane Cashin 
• Unravelling the Housing Authorities bidding process - Vicencia Adusei - Vase Management 

 
  
The attendees heard from Abul Islam of AI Engineers, Dr. Fred McKinney the Managing Director of the 
MBE Executive Program at Tuck Business School at Dartmouth, Lynda Costen of the DECD, and Mark 
Parks of Johnson Controls. 
  
In addition, CTDOT Chief Engineer, Tom Harley presented information on the CTDOT projects. Debra 
Goss and Shari Pratt discussed several compliance issues. 
  
In closing, we want to thank all the participants for braving through the difficult winter weather to get to the 
training center on time. Also a special thanks to all the presenters for sharing so much valuable information 
to make this first ALP a successful one. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-E3CEf2sR9pb88638QNM_rdv_Y2jZBWM8IMDd4O5510cp-RgXP1B_cpiMZ7GGppUvaRFzign-PojKmbjiBTWL8-4YHrTxfoQ0ipACyvdY9QpnvTUKDP8CcY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-E3CEf2sR9pb88638QNM_rdv_Y2jZBWM8IMDd4O5510cp-RgXP1B_cpiMZ7GGppUvaRFzign-PojKmbjiBTWL8-4YHrTxfoQ0ipACyvdY9QpnvTUKDP8CcY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010tITpsyApHSe2pQ0_Y1d7HYh4WlZ_Hd3QcMIzVfVqtufVExxiOn1-E3CEf2sR9pb88638QNM_rdv_Y2jZBWM8IMDd4O5510cp-RgXP1B_cpiMZ7GGppUvaRFzign-PojKmbjiBTWL8-4YHrTxfoQ0ipACyvdY9QpnvTUKDP8CcY=&c=&ch=


 
  

GNEMSDC SHARK TANK CONTEST 
Who said that construction is boring?  
  
  
  
Last fall, CTDOT sponsored five DBE's to present their business case to a panel of seven executives from 
various large corporations in addition, they were able to have a booth at the GNEMSDC Expo show 
attended by more than 750 businesses. There were 12 MBE/DBEs competing for the three top positions 
that carried a cash award. The panel was made up of seven executives from various large corporation. The 
exercise resembled the well know TV show Shark Tank. One of our own DBEs, Ray Boa from A&J 
Construction took second place and a $1,500 cash prize. Congratulations! If you would like to participate 
next year please contact Shari Pratt at shari.pratt@ct.gov. 

  

  

NEWLY CERTIFIED DBE FIRMS  

   

  
Firm Name State Services Provided 

Abator Information Services, Inc. PA Information technology programming and software 
design 

Aerotech Corporation RI Photogrametric Services: Aerial Mapping, GIS Support 
Services 

Air Hub SC Air & noise modeling 
All Time Service, Inc. MA Post construction cleaning 
Ankit, LLC FL Supplier & distributor of earphones/cell phone cases 
Ann Seal, Inc. NY Cracksealing/repair of roadways and airports 
Associated Borings, Inc. CT Environmental soil sampling 
Astro Engineering & 
Manufacturing, Inc. 

MN Ornamental and Architectural Metalwork 
Manufacturing. 

Bree & Associates, Inc. NC Cost estimating/planning and design 
Caliver Trucking, LLC CT Trucking contractor 
Champion Painting Specialty 
Services Corporation 

FL Specialized industrial painting 

Connico, Inc. TN Cost estimating/scheduling/project management  
Demco, LLC RI Flagging services. 
Doon Technologies, Inc. NJ Information Technology Consulting 
Dulles Geotechnical & Material 
Testing Services, Inc. 

VA Geotechnical engineering 

Eastern Sign Industries NJ Ornamental metalwork manufacturing 
Fennick McCredie Architecture MA Architectural design Services. 

mailto:shari.pratt@ct.gov


Fiber Optic Splicing & Testing, 
Inc. 

MA Fiber optic cable installation, splicing and testing 

Five 23 Group Inc., d/b/a Lumenor 
Consulting Group 

GA Business and Technology Consulting Services 

Global Integrity Appraisals, LLC MN Real estate advisory and valuation 
Heroica's Painting, Inc. RI Interior and exterior painting  
Hydrodata CT Underwater data collection, mapping & presentation  
Integrated Project Controls, LLC VA Construction Cost Consulting 
Integrity Wire, Inc. WV Wholesale distributor/supplier of electrical wire 
Island Pavement Cutting Co., Inc. NY Heavy highway and specialty construction 
JIT Manufactruring, Inc. WA Precision Sheet Metal Manufacturing 
KeeClean Management, Inc. CT Commercial cleaning and janitorial related services 
Kelly Steel, LLC CT Rebar contractor 
L&L Supply and Mechanical, Inc. MA Installation of Water Services and Appurtenances, 

Specialty Water Works. 
M.B. Lee Engineering, LLC  CT Engineering services 
Matson Insurance Agency PA Insurance Agents/Brokers 
Mohegan Associates NY Installation of fence and guide rail and traffic signs 
My City Transportation OH Paratransit transportation/ shuttle bus services 
New York Geomatics, Inc NY Surveying and Layout 
NJ&C Associates, Inc. NY Project support services for construction field offices 
Parr Industries II, Inc. TN Tanker trucking (chemical, petroleum) long distance; 

waste treatment 
PDK Commercial Photography, 
dba Bernstein Associates 

NY Construction photography services 

Powertech Controls Company, Inc. NY Distributor of Electrical Controls: wire, cable, 
contactors, circuit breakers, connectors 

Quality Glass, Inc. ME Sales and installation of glass products 
Rebars and Mesh, Inc. MA Full service rebar fabricator 
Reynolds Welding & Fabrication CT Welding/Fabrication and Installation of Structural 

Steel, Stairs 
RLS & Associates, Inc. OH Transportation consultant 
RTM Construction Services, LLC CT Painting/welding/interior renovations/masonry 
RV Global Solutions, Inc. NJ Computer Systems and Computer Programming; 

Administrative Management  
S&S Trucking, LLC dba Safety 
Standards 

RI Hauling of construction material 

Siddiqui Engineering, P.C. NY Resident engineering/construction inspection 
Sign Design, Inc. MA Manufacture and installation of custom sign packages 



Silva Engineering, LLC CT Structural and civil engineering 
Steve Policar, LLC WA Procurement consultant for mass transit rolling stock 
Strategic Tire Solutions, LLC SC Tire supplier/distributor 
Synterra Ltd PA Architectural services 
Tom Sawyer SC Airport advertising/marketing 
Urban Focus Louisiana, LLC LA Real Estate development consulting, financial analysis, 

project due diligence 
Urban GIS, Inc. IL Geographic information systems 
Vista IT Solutions, LLC CT IT solutions provider 
VLS Engineering CT Engineering consultants 
WC McBride Electrical 
Contractors, LLC 

CT Electical contractor 

Willow Environmental, Inc. PA Waste management firm providing waste removal and 
removal of hazardous waste 

Worksafe Traffic Control 
Industries 

VT Manufacturing signs, sales/rental of traffic control 
devices 

Yumbla Construction, LLC CT Drywall, Framing, Roofing, Siding, Interior & Exterior 
Painting. 

 

  

OFFICE OF CONTRACT COMPLIANCE STAFF DIRECTORY 
   
  

 
Debra Goss 
  

Manager  
  
debra.goss@ct.gov  
  

860.594.2169 

 
Connie Miano 
 

  
Administrative Support 
  
 

constance.miano@ct.gov 860.594.2177 

Shari Pratt 
  

 
DBE Certification & 
Supportive Services 
 

shari.pratt@ct.gov 860.594.2171 

 
George 
Edelman 
 

  
DBE Certification 
 

george.edelman@ct.gov 860.594.2161 

Phylisha Coles 
 

 
OJT and Contract 
Compliance 
 

phylisha.coles@ct.gov  
  860.594.2178 

Scott Hoffman  
  
Title VI, Contract 
Compliance / DBE Project 
Monitoring  

scott.hoffman@ct.gov 860.594.2246 
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