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1.  DECISION 
 
The State of Connecticut (ConnDOT) intends to implement the Proposed Action, the 
New Haven Rail Yard Improvements, in New Haven, Connecticut. This decision is based 
on the Federal Environmental Assessment/Section 4(f) DeMinimis Finding and 
Connecticut Environmental Impact Evaluation, (Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc., May 20, 
2008, Revised July 25, 2008) that was prepared for the New Haven Rail Yard 
Improvements.  A copy of the Executive Summary is included as Appendix A. 
 
The New Haven Rail Yard Improvements involves the construction of twenty-five new 
storage yard tracks, a component change-out running repair shop, a two-track ten-car 
service and inspection shop, a distribution warehouse, wheel true shops, a rail car washer, 
a heavy repair and paint shop, and a new parking structure. New offices and engineering 
shops will also be constructed. Utilities and walkways will be located to support the new 
facilities. Buildings no longer needed, such as the Amtrak power plant, will be removed 
as part of the Proposed Action. 

In addition to the Proposed Action site at the New Haven Rail Yard, two other locations 
were considered for the facilities needed to store, service, and maintain the incoming M-8 
rail cars: 1) Grand Central Station in New York City, and 2) Cedar Hill in New Haven. 
Grand Central Station was eliminated from further consideration because ConnDOT does 
not own the property, and, therefore, could not ensure that the necessary improvements 
would take place.  The Cedar Hill site was eliminated from consideration for several 
reasons: 
 

• Greater distance from the end of the service line  
• Lack of electrification for traction power  
• Potential soil contamination issues 
• Property is not in ConnDOT ownership 
• Space limitations 
• Only access is over Amtrak right-of-way 
• Considerable wetlands and floodplain impact to obtain access.  

 
The Proposed Action will be financed with both federal (Federal Transit Administration) 
and state funds.  The total cost estimate for the Proposed Action is $1.1 billion.  The cost 
estimate for Phase I is $628 million. 
 
 
II. STATEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The New Haven Rail Yard Improvements are essential for the efficient operation of 
ConnDOT’s New Haven Line and its branches. The need to provide for storage, 
dispatching, inspection, maintenance, and cleaning of the fleet of rail cars is an important 
part of keeping Connecticut’s transportation infrastructure in top working condition to the 
benefit of all of the state’s residents. The improvements will provide the space and 
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equipment needed to maintain a new generation of rail cars and allow for more efficient, 
coordinated operations.  
 
Potential adverse effects from the NHRY Improvements include wetland impacts, 
increased stormwater runoff from new impervious surfaces, work within the coastal flood 
hazard area, and construction-period impacts relative to noise, air quality, traffic, 
stormwater, and public utilities and services. These impacts will be mitigated through 
proper management of materials and resources during and after construction, adherence 
to all applicable local, state, and federal regulations, and through ongoing coordination 
with resource agencies. Through its impact avoidance and mitigation measures, the 
NHRY Improvements will not incur any significant environmental, cultural, or social 
impacts. 

 
III.  SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION WITH AGENCIES AND OTHER 

PERSONS 
 

Per CEPA requirements, a scoping notice for the Proposed Action was placed in 
Connecticut’s  Environmental Monitor on August 8, 2006.  A Public Scoping Meeting 
was not conducted for this project as such a meeting was not requested by 25 or more 
individuals or by an association that represents 25 or more members during the 30 day 
scoping comment period.  Only two resource agencies, the Connecticut Department of 
Environmental protection (CT DEP) and the Connecticut Department of Public health 
(CT DPH) provided scoping comments during the 30 day comment period.  A copy of the 
Environmental Monitor CEPA public scoping notice as well as responses received during 
the formal scoping period are included in Appendix B. 
 
ConnDOT coordinated and consulted with other state agencies and the general public on 
the proposed New Haven Rail Yard Improvements.  Numerous meetings were held with 
Metro-North Railroad (MNR) and other stakeholders throughout the design process.  
Public involvement and outreach has occurred through the formal legal process of project 
scoping and legal notice of the existence of the Environmental Assessment document, 
which was made available to the public on May 20, 2008.  Notices of the availability of 
the document and the public hearing were published in the Environmental Monitor on 
May 20, June 3, June 17, and July 8, 2008 and the New Haven Register on May 20, 2008, 
June 10, 2008, and June 20, 2008 and in La Voz on May 29, 2008, and June 19, 2008. 
Notices and Affidavits are included in Attachment C.  Drafts of the document were made 
available at the following locations: 
 

• CONNDOT offices at 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Room 2155, in Newington, 
Connecticut 

• New Haven City Clerk’s Office, 200 Orange Street, New Haven, Connecticut 
• New Haven Free Public Library, 133 Elm Street, New Haven, Connecticut 
• The South Central Regional Council of Governments, 127 Washington Avenue, 

4th Floor, North Haven, Connecticut 
• Connecticut State Library, Capital Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 
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A public hearing was held on June 25, 2008 at 7 pm at Gateway Community College, 60 
Sargent Drive, New Haven, Connecticut (Room 160). Comments were accepted through 
July 9, 2008.  The public hearing transcript is included in Appendix D. Public comments 
and responses have been incorporated into the document.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Project Name:  New Haven Rail Maintenance Facility Improvements, New Haven, Connecticut 
 
Date:  May 2008 
 
Lead Agencies:   Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

Connecticut Department of Transportation (ConnDOT) 
 
 
Regulatory Context 
 
The New Haven Rail Yard Improvements, as described below, will be financed with both federal and 
state funds, and as such, is subject to the regulations and guidance established by both the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended (42 USC 4321 et seq.) and the Connecticut 
Environmental Policy Act (CEPA) (Connecticut General Statutes [CGS] Sections 22a-1 through 22a-
1h, inclusive, and where applicable, CEPA regulations Section 22a-1a-1 through 22a-1a-12, inclusive, 
of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies [RCSA]).  Under NEPA, the subject document is an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and under CEPA, it is an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE). 
The EA/EIE includes documentation of project compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and with Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act.  
 
Several studies have been conducted for the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements. Some of these 
studies have been documented separately in technical memoranda including a Noise Analysis 
Technical Memorandum and a Traffic Analysis Technical Memorandum.  These technical studies are 
part of the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements file and will be made available at select locations 
during public review of the EA/EIE. Additionally, the findings of these technical studies have been 
summarized in the EA/EIE. 
 
Description of the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements 
 
The New Haven Rail Yard Improvements (Proposed Action) is the construction of new facilities at the 
New Haven Rail Yard (NHRY) to serve the existing and future fleet of rail cars. The facilities are 
proposed to be built on approximately 74 acres of state-owned land that comprises the existing NHRY 
site. The NHRY Improvements are located within an area roughly bounded by Union Avenue to the 
west, Cedar and Hallock Streets to the south, Church Street Extension and Brewery Street to the east, 
and Route 34 to the north (see Figure ES-1 — Site Location). Specific details of each of the new 
facilities and associated site improvements are included in Chapter 4 of this EA/EIE.  Existing 
facilities on the NHRY are shown in Figure ES-2. Elements of the NHRY Improvements are illustrated 
in Figure ES-3. 
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ConnDOT is the owner and commuter rail authority for the New Haven Rail Line, which is the 
Connecticut portion of the Metro-North Railroad (MNR). MNR operates the New Haven Line and its 
engines and rolling stock under a service agreement with ConnDOT. ConnDOT is responsible for 
programming and funding, as well as maintenance and upkeep of the New Haven Line’s engines and 
rolling stock. The NHRY Improvements will provide the facilities to service the new M-8 fleet of rail 
cars, as well as the existing M-2, M-4, and M-6 rail cars. As the current fleet of aging rail cars (M-2s) 
is phased out, ConnDOT will replace them with the next generation of rail cars (M-8s). The M-2 fleet 
(dating to the 1970s) was only designed to operate for 30 years. The M-8 cars require different 
maintenance facilities than the M-2s. The project incorporates both the new facilities and 
improvements to the existing facilities. 
 
In order to construct the new facilities, demolition of two existing structures will be necessary.  One of 
them is Building 10, which will remain in service until after the installation of the Warehouse 
extension during Phase 2 of the NHRY Improvements sometime after 2016. This building will be 
removed to permit space for additional yard tracks, as will diesel fuel tanks as part of the NHRY 
Improvements. The “Onion,” the water treatment plant currently being used at the NHRY, is scheduled 
to be used during the construction period (for the Fuel Facility, and possibly other facilities as well). 
This water treatment plant will eventually be removed from the site. 
 
The New Haven Rail Yard Improvements are the following new elements as shown in Figure ES-3 
summarized in Table ES-1 and described as follows: 
 
� Twenty-five new storage yard tracks located within the existing loop track west of the Church 

Street Bridge will be constructed. The new storage tracks will connect to the existing loop track, 
the existing car and diesel shops, and to the New Haven Main Line track to the east.  

� A two-track, 10-car Service and Inspection (S&I) shop located south of the existing Electrical 
Multiple Unit (EMU) shop, will be constructed. The existing EMU shop currently services the 
existing fleet of M-2 rail cars. 

� A component change-out shop with three tracks capable of holding thirteen rail cars and adjacent 
support shops are to be constructed in the southeast portion of the site, next to a new distribution 
warehouse and south of the new Service and Inspection shop. The component change-out shop will 
also include MNR and ConnDOT offices, MNR training facilities, communications equipment, and 
security facilities. 

� A new wheel true shop with a tandem wheel true machine will be constructed within the Service 
and Inspection shop. 

� A second wheel true shop with a tandem wheel true machine will be constructed in the vicinity of 
the former Amtrak power plant. 

� A maintenance-of-way building providing offices, headquarters, and shops for the MNR 
engineering department will be constructed on the southeast corner of the NHRY site. 

� A rail car washer will be constructed east of the existing EMU shop.  
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� A heavy repair/paint shop will be constructed that will abut the existing diesel shop in the west-
center of the rail yard within the existing car shop. 

� A new parking structure will be constructed to the east of the new component change-out shop. 

� An employee overpass will be constructed to link the parking structure, the component change-out 
shop, the Service and Inspection  shop, and the EMU shop with the existing Union Station Platform 
D.  This will facilitate safe movement of employees within the rail yard. 
 

Table ES-1: New Haven Rail Yard Components 

Figure 3 
Locator Number 

New Components  Purpose 

1 New Storage Yard Tracks  Storing and dispatching of rail 
cars 

2 Component Change-Out Shop with 
Support Shops  

Repairing and maintaining rail 
cars 

3 Service and Inspection (S&I) Shop  Maintaining and inspecting rail 
cars 

4 Independent Wheel True Shop  Maintaining rail car wheels 
5 Maintenance-of-Way Building  Headquarters, including offices 

and common work areas 
6 Material Distribution Warehouse  Storing materials on pallets 
7 Rail Car Wash Facility  Cleaning of rail cars 
8 Heavy Repair/Paint Shop  Repairing and painting of rail 

cars 
9 Parking Structure Employee parking 
 Improvements to Existing Components  

10 Storage Yards Storing and dispatching rail cars 
11 Electrical Multiple Unit (EMU) Shop  Servicing current fleet of rail cars 

 
12 Car Shop/ Critical Systems Repair (CSR) Component change-out, 

servicing, and retrofitting M-2 
rail cars 

13 Diesel Shop Servicing Shore Line East rail 
cars 

 Components to Be Eliminated  
14 Building 10/Stores Building Remove to provide space for new 

rail tracks 
16 Diesel Tanks Remove  
17 Propane Tank Replaced  
18 Water Treatment/Dewatering Facility Removed 
19 Wheel True Mill Replaced 

Source: Fitzgerald & Halliday, 2006. 
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In addition to these newly constructed facilities, several existing buildings in the NHRY will become 
part of the improved, coordinated facility. These facilities include: 
 

� The EMU shop 
� The diesel shop 
� The transportation building 
� The fuel facility 
� The running repair shop  

 
Improvements, revisions, and additions to the network of utilities, roads, walkways and railroad 
systems to support the new facilities have also been developed as part of the NHRY Improvements. 
 
Several divisions within ConnDOT, including the Office of Rail, Environmental Planning, Property and 
Facilities, and Environmental Compliance, discussed alternatives during project siting and design 
development. The MTA Police Department was also involved in discussions. These discussions resulted 
in the following project parameters being agreed upon, among others: 
 

� The new facilities will be designed to current ConnDOT design standards to the greatest extent 
practicable, including Guidelines for Highway Design; Location Survey Material; Traffic 
Signal Manual; Standard Roadway Drawings and List of Road Standards; Manual for 
Selecting, Locating, and Designing Guide Railing and Traffic Barriers; and Standard 
Specification for Roads, Bridges and Incidental Construction (Form 816) & Supplemental 
Specifications.  

 
� The new facilities will be designed according to the State of Connecticut Building Code (2005), 

as adopted pursuant to CGS 29-252, as amended, and the Connecticut Fire Safety Code (2005), 
as adopted pursuant to CGS 29-292, as amended, and Applicable Codes and Standards 
published by the National Fire Protection Association. 

 
� The new facilities will meet the 2003 International Energy Conservation Code, the 1997 

International Plumbing Code, the 1996 International Mechanical Code, and Applicable Codes 
and Standards published by American National Standards Institute (ANSI), the American 
Society of Heating Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), the Illumination 
Engineering Society of North America (IESNA), Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., the 
International Electrical Testing Association (NETA), The Lighting Protection Institute, and the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

 
� American Railway Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way Association (AREMA) and Metro-

North Standards will be followed where applicable. These include the following: Metro-North 
Railroad’s, Standards for Track Construction and Maintenance, AREMA Manual for Railway 
Engineering 2006, AREMA Portfolio of Trackwork Plans 2004, and Conrail Standard Plans for 
Turnouts. 

 
� American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) guidelines 

will be observed for site/civil design including: Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and 
Streets, Guidelines for Driveway Design and Location, and Design of Pavement Structures. 
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� Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Parking Generation  
 
Several ongoing projects within the rail yard have been addressed and documented for NEPA purposes 
as Categorical Exclusions:  Project No. 301-097 Locomotive Fuel Facility, Project No. 300-0131 
Temporary M-8 Acceptance Facility, and Project No. 301-T190, EMU/CSR Shop Code Upgrades.  
The recent demolition of the Amtrak power plant was a separate state-funded project. A CEPA 
document was prepared for State Project No. 301-0081 Interim Rail Car Service & Inspection Facility, 
which is now up and running. In addition, coordination with the following state projects must occur: 
Project No. 301-T106 New Haven Fuel Facility, Project No. 301-0089 Shore Line East New Haven 
Rail Yard Security Project.  
 
Purpose and Need 
 
The purpose of the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements is to transform and expand the existing 
NHRY into a fully functional and coordinated facility that provides for efficient and effective storage, 
dispatching, inspection, maintenance, and cleaning of an increasing fleet of rail cars. The 
improvements will provide the space, equipment, and administrative support structure needed to 
operate and maintain a new generation of rail cars and will coordinate the new facilities with the 
existing facilities. ConnDOT’s proposed program of improvements to the NHRY will support rail 
transit services in Connecticut well into the twenty-first century.  
 
Goals and objectives of the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements are: 
 

� to provide maintenance shops and facilities (including new equipment) for new fleet of M-8 rail 
cars  

� to provide yard space for acceptance and storage of new fleet of M-8 rail cars  
� to improve existing facilities at the rail yard by providing a coordinated yard complex   
� to continue current operations at the rail yard  
� to maximize safety and efficiency of storage, dispatching, inspection, maintenance and cleaning 

of rail cars  
� to support the provision of reliable MNR and Shore Line East service and encourage commuter 

use of rail 
 

 
The new generation of M-8 EMU rail cars will replace the existing M-2 fleet of cars, originally 
procured in the early 1970s. The M-2 cars were designed to operate for 30 years and have exceeded 
their life expectancy. The increase in the fleet size will overwhelm the already inadequate rail car 
maintenance and inspection facilities and the rail yard tracks needed to store and prepare train sets for 
revenue service. The NHRY Improvements will address existing compliance, location, operational and 
space deficiencies. Chapter 4 of this document, Description of the New Haven Rail Yard 
Improvements, provides more detailed information on the current and future fleet size and number of 
current and future maintenance and storage spots available/required. 
 
New Haven’s location as the northeastern-most terminus of the MNR rail line logically dictates 
efficiency in providing storage, dispatching, inspection, maintenance, cleaning and support functions.  
In addition, this terminus operates on an approximately 74-acre parcel of land that currently functions 
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as a rail yard owned by ConnDOT, and is, in effect, the connecting point for Shore Line East and the 
proposed New Haven-Hartford-Springfield lines.  
 
Summary of Anticipated Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 
The implementation of the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements, although it involves many 
components, will have minor adverse environmental impacts that can be mitigated. Table ES-2 
summarizes the anticipated impacts from the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements along with 
proposed mitigation measures. 
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Conclusion 
 
The New Haven Rail Yard Improvements is essential for the efficient operation of ConnDOT’s New 
Haven Line and its branches. The need to provide for storage, dispatching, inspection, maintenance, 
and cleaning of the fleet of rail cars is an important part of keeping Connecticut’s transportation 
infrastructure in top working condition to the benefit of all of the state’s residents. The improvements 
will provide the space and equipment needed to maintain a new generation of rail cars and allow for 
more efficient, coordinated operations.  
 
Potential adverse effects from the NHRY Improvements include wetland impacts, increased stormwater runoff 
from new impervious surfaces, work within the coastal flood hazard area, and construction-period impacts relative 
to noise, air quality, traffic, stormwater, and public utilities and services. These impacts will be mitigated through 
proper management of materials and resources during and after construction, adherence to all applicable local, 
state, and federal regulations, and through ongoing coordination with resource agencies. Through its impact 
avoidance and mitigation measures, the NHRY Improvements will not incur any significant environmental, 
cultural, or social impacts. 
 
Review Period and Comments 
 
Review agencies and other interested parties are offered an opportunity to provide comments and other 
pertinent information that will help define environmental impacts, interpret the significance of such 
impacts, and evaluate alternatives. Written comments on this document and any other pertinent 
information may be submitted to the agency contact listed below by delivery or postmark by July 9, 
2008. A public hearing on the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements will be held on June 25, 2008 at 
Gateway Community College (60 Sargent Drive) in Room 160, New Haven, Connecticut. 
 
The submitted materials and responses, along with the Executive Summary of the EA/EIE, will be 
forwarded to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and 
Management (OPM) for a determination of its adequacy.  
 
Agency Contacts 
 
Federal Transit Administration 
Ms. Brigid Hynes-Cherin 
One Bowling Green, Room 429 
New York, NY 10004-1415 
Telephone: (212) 668-2170 
Fax: (212) 668-2136 
 
Connecticut Department of Transportation  
Mr. Edgar T. Hurle, Transportation Planning Director 
Bureau of Policy and Planning 
2800 Berlin Turnpike, P.O. Box 317546 
Newington, CT  06131-7546 
Phone:  (860) 594-2005 
Fax:  (860) 594-3377   E-Mail:  edgar.hurle@po.state.ct.us 
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U.S. Senator 
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State Representative 
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Hon. Stephen Dargen 
State Representative 
115th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Paul Davis 
State Representative 
117th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Toni Walker 
State Representative 
93rd District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Patricia Dillon 
State Representative 
92nd District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Cameron Staples 
State Representative 
96th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. William Dyson 
State Representative 
94th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Louis Esposito 
State Representative 
116th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Robert Megna 
State Representative 
97th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Steve  Fontana 
State Representative 
87th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Toni Harp 
State Senator 
10th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Michael Lawlor 
State Representative 
99th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon. Gayle Slossberg 
State Senator 
14th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Hon.Martin Looney 
State Senator 
11th District 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 



 

  
New Haven Rail Maintenance Facility EA/EIE  Page ES-17 

 
Mr. Michael Piscitelli 
City of New Haven –Transp., 
Traffic & Parking 
200 Orange  St. 
New Haven, CT 06510 

Mr. Richard Miller 
City Engineer  
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Director 
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Commissioner 
CT DEP 
79 Elm Street 
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Ms. Joan McDonald  
Commissioner  
Connecticut DECD 
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Mr. Kendall Wiggin 
State Librarian 
Connecticut State Library 
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Mr. Brian Emerick 
Supervising Environmental 
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79 Elm Street 
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Ms. Julie Fagan  
State Coordinator  
CT Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 
One Corporate Center, 19th Fl. 
Hartford, CT 06103 
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State Departments/Officials (continued) 
 
Hon. J. Robert Glavin, M.D., 
M.P.H. 
Commissioner 
Department of Public Health 
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Ms. Karen Senich 
Historic Preservation Office  
CT Commission on Culture & 
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Historic Preservation & Museum 
Division 
59 South Prospect Street 
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 Hon. Robert Genuario 
 Secretary 
Office of Policy and 
Management 
450 Capitol Avenue 
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 Ms. Lori Mathieu 
 Water Supply Section 
 CT Dept of Public Health  
 410 Capital Ave. 
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Hon. Raeanne V. Curtis 
Commissioner  
Connecticut Department of 
Public Works 
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Mr. Karl J. Wagener 
Executive Director  
Council on Environmental 
Quality 
79 Elm Street 
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U.S. Departments/Officials 

 
Dr. Willie R. Taylor 
Director 
U.S. Department of the Interior Office of 
Environmental Policy and Compliance 
Main Interior Building 
1849 C. Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Mr. Michael Bartlett 
Field Supervisor U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
New England Field Offices 
70 Commercial Street 
Suite 300 
Concord, NH 03301-5087 

Ms. Christine Godfrey 
Chief Regulatory Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
New England Division 
696 Virginia Road 
Concord, MA 01742-2751 

Mr. Robert W. Varney 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA  Region 1 
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 
Boston, MA 02114-2023 

 
 

Others 
 
Ms. Judy Gott, Director 
South Central Regional 
Council of Governments 
127 Washington Avenue, 4th Floor West 
North Haven, CT 06473 
 

Mr. Tom Chaplik 
South Central Regional Water Authority 
90 Sargent Drive 
New Haven, CT 06511-5966 
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Environmental Monitor Public Scoping Notice, Comments Received, and 
Correspondence/Coordination 
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79 Elm Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
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(860) 424-4070 
  

Karl J. Wagener, 
Executive Director 
E-Mail Address: 
karl.wagener@ 
po.state.ct.us 

 

 

 

 

CEQ Search:

Receive CEQ news 
updates by e-mail.

Subscribe now or 

update your e-Alerts 

Monitor Archives 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITOR 
The official site for project information under  

the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act 
August 8, 2006 

Scoping Notices 

      1. NEW!  Improvements to the New Haven Rail Yard Maintenance Facilities 
(New Haven) 

Environmental Impact Evaluations available for review and comment 

      1. 950-Car Parking Garage at Eastern Connecticut State University 
(Willimantic)         
  

The next issue will be published on August 22, 2006. 
Subscribe to e-alerts to receive an e-mail when The Environmental 

Monitor is published. 

Scoping Notices 

Scoping Notices have been issued for the following state projects.  These 
projects are in the earliest stages of planning.  At the scoping stage, detailed 
information on a project's design, alternatives, and environmental impacts does 
not yet exist.  Sponsoring agencies are asking for comments from other 
agencies and from the public as to the scope of alternatives and environmental 
impacts that should be considered for further study.  Send your comments to 
the contact person listed for the project by the date indicated. 

1. Notice of Scoping for Improvements to the New 
Haven Rail Yard Maintenance Facilities 



Municipality where proposed project might be located: New Haven 

Project Description:Reconstruction, additions to, and overall improvements 
and upgrades to the New Haven rail yard maintenance facilities.  

Project Map: Click here to view a map of the project 

Written comments from the public are welcomed and will be accepted 
until the close of business on:  August 31, 2006 

Any person can ask the sponsoring agency to hold a Public Scoping 
Meeting by sending such a request to the address below.  If a meeting 
is requested by 25 or more individuals, or by an association that 
represents 25 or more members, the sponsoring agency shall schedule 
a Public Scoping Meeting.  

Additional information about the project can be viewed in person at 
or online at:www.newhavenrailyard.org. 

Written comments and/or requests for a Public Scoping Meeting should 
be sent to: 

If you have questions about the public meeting, or other questions 
about the scoping for this project, contact: 

The agency expects to release an Environmental Impact Evaluation for 
this project, for public review and comment, in July 2007 

EIE Notices 

The following Environmental Impact Evaluations (EIEs) have been completed by 
state agencies and are available for review and comment.  

Name:
Mr. Edgar T. Hurle - Transportation Planning 
Director

Agency: Connecticut Department of Transportation

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06131

Fax: 860-594-3028
E-Mail: Edgar.Hurle@po.state.ct.us 

Name:
Mr. Keith T. Hall - Transportation Supervising 
Planner

Agency: Connecticut Department of Transportation

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06131

Phone: 860-594-2926
Fax: 860-594-3028

E-Mail:
Keith.Hall@po.state.ct.us  
  



1. EIE Notice for New 950-Car Parking Garage at 
Eastern Connecticut State University 

Municipality where project is proposed:  Willimantic  

Address of Possible Project Location: 83 Windham Street, Willimantic, 
Connecticut 

Project Description: The purpose of the proposed action is to develop a 950-
car parking garage on the site of the existing softball field on the northern end 
of the main campus of Eastern Connecticut State University. 

Project Map:  Click here to view a map of the project area. 

Comments on this EIE will be accepted until the close of business 
on August 21, 2006. 

The public can view a copy of this EIE at the J. Eugene Smith Library on 
the campus of Eastern Connecticut State University or online at: 
http://w3.sysoff.ctstateu.edu 

Any person can ask the sponsoring agency to hold a Public Hearing on 
this EIE by sending such a request to that address below by July 30, 
2006.  If a hearing is requested by 25 or more individuals, or by an 
association that represents 25 or more members, Connecticut State 
University must schedule a Public Hearing.   

Send your comments about this EIE to: 

If you have questions about the public hearing, or where you 
can review this EIE, or similar matters, please contact: same as above. 

  
The Adobe Reader is necessary to view and print Adobe Acrobat documents, 

including some of the maps and illustrations that are linked to this publication. 
If you have an outdated version of Adobe Reader, it might cause pictures to 
display incompletely. To download up-to-date versions of the free software, 
click on the Get Acrobat button, below. This link will also provide information 

and instructions for downloading and installing the reader. 
 

 Download the free Acrobat Reader! 

  

Access.Adobe is a tool that allows blind and visually impaired users to read any 
documents in Adobe PDF format.  For more information, go to Welcome to 
Access.Adobe.Com 

Copyright 2006, Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality 

Name: Alexandria Roe
Agency: Connecticut State University
Address: 39 Woodland Street

Hartford, Connecticut  06105
E-Mail: roea@so.ct.edu
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CEQ Search:

Connecticut 
Council on

Environmental 
Quality

79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106

 
Phone: 

(860) 424-4000
Fax: 

(860) 424-4070
 

Karl J. Wagener,
Executive Director
E-Mail Address:
karl.wagener@

ct.gov

Receive CEQ news 
updates by e-mail.

Subscribe now or update 
your e-Alerts

Monitor Archives

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITOR
The official site for project information under 

the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act

June 3, 2008
 
Scoping Notices 
   1. NEW! Parking Garage at Transportation Center, Stamford
   2. NEW! Parking Garage at Union Station, New Haven
   3. Housatonic River Basin Natural Resources Restoration Project, 
       North Canaan, Salisbury, Cornwall, Sharon, Kent, Litchfield, Sherman,
       New Milford, Roxbury, Brookfield, New Fairfield, Southbury, Newtown,
       Beacon Falls,  Seymour, Derby, Shelton, and Stratford.
   4. Improvements to the Merritt Parkway/Route 7/Main Interchange,
Norwalk
   5. Construction of Two Classroom Buildings, Storrs
   6. Danbury Branch Rail Line Alternatives Analysis, Fairfield and
       Litchfield Counties
 
Environmental Impact Evaluations 
   1. Improvements to the New Haven Rail Yard Maintenance Facility
   2. Town of Oxford Road Infrastructure Project
 
State Land Transfers
   There are no state land transfers posted for public notice or comment in
this edition. 
 

The next issue will be published on June 17 , 2008.
 

Subscribe to e-alerts to receive an e-mail when The Environmental
Monitor is published. 

 

Scoping Notices
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follows:
 

     June 17, 2008: New Milford Town Hall (Paul Martin 
Conference. Room), 10 Main Street New Milford, CT.

     June 18, 2008: Wilton Town Hall (Annex Building Meeting 
Room A), 238 Danbury Road , Wilton, CT 

     June 19, 2008: Ridgefield Town Hall (Large Conference 
Room), 400 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT. 

 
The study team will be available at 6:00 p.m., at each of these public 
meetings, with a brief presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.
 

Written comments may be addressed to:

Name: Mr. Carmine P. Trotta 

Agency: State of Connecticut Department of 
Transportation

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06131

Tel: 860-594-2157

If you have questions about the public meeting, wish to review 
additional information, or have other questions about the scoping 
for this project, contact:

Name: Mr. Andrew Davis

Agency: State of Connecticut Department of 
Transportation

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06131

Phone: 860-594-2157

Fax: 860-594-3028
E-Mail: Andrew.H.Davis@po.state.ct.us 

The agency expects to release a Draft Environmental Impact 
Evaluation for this project, for public review and comment, in July, 
2011. 

 

EIE Notices
 
The following Environmental Impact Evaluations (EIEs) have been 
completed by state agencies and are available for review and comment. 
 

 

1. Notice of EIE for Improvements to the New



CEQ: June 3, 2008 http://www.ct.gov/ceq/cwp/view.asp?a=987&q=417326&PM=1

9 of 10 7/25/2008 8:45 AM

Haven Rail Maintenance Facility

Municipality where project is proposed: New Haven

Address of Possible Project Location: The site of the current rail 
maintenance facility south of Union Avenue and north of Cedar and
Hallock Streets.

Project Description: The project consists of the construction of new 
facilities at the New Haven Yard Maintenance Facility to serve the existing 
and future fleet of rail cars for the Metro-North Commuter
Railroad.  Individual projects are: Construction of new storage yard tracks,
component change-out shop with support facilities, service and inspection 
shop, wheel true shop, maintenance-of-way building, material distribution 
warehouse, rail car wash facility, heavy repair/paint shop and parking 
structure. Rehabilitation to: existing storage yards, electrical multiple unit
shop, car shop/critical systems repair and diesel shop.  The overall project
also includes the removal of the existing stores building, diesel tanks and
water treatment/dewatering facility as well as the replacement of the 
propane tank and wheel true mill.       

Project Maps:  Click here to view a site location map of the project area.

                       Click Here to view a map of the project.

Comments on this EIE will be accepted until the close of business 
on : July 9, 2008

The public can view a copy of this EIE at: The New Haven City Clerks 
Office - 200 Orange Street, New Haven CT 06510, The New Haven Free Public 
Library -  133 Elm Street, New Haven, CT 06510, The South Central Regional Council 
of Governments - 127 Washington Avenue, 4th Floor, North Haven, CT 06473, The 
Connecticut Department of Transportation - 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Room 2155, 
Newington, CT 06131 

There is a public hearing scheduled for this EIE on: 

DATE: Wednesday June 25, 2008

TIME: 7:00 pm

PLACE: Gateway Community College - 60 Sargent Drive, New 
Haven, CT (Room 160)

Additional information about this project can be found online at:

Send your comments about this EIE to:

Name: Mr. Edgar T. Hurle - Transportation 
Planning Director

Agency: State of Connecticut Department of 
Transportation

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike Newington , CT 
06051

E-Mail: Edgar.Hurle@po.state.ct.us 

If you have questions about the public hearing, or where you
can review this EIE, or similar matters, please contact :
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Name: Mr. Keith T. Hall - Transportation 
Supervising Planner

Agency: State of Connecticut Department of 
Transportation

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike Newington , CT 
06051

E-Mail: Keith.Hall@po.state.ct.us 
Phone: 860-594-2926

Home | CT.gov Home | Send Feedback

State of Connecticut Disclaimer and Privacy Policy  Copyright © 2002 - 2008 State of Connecticut
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

July 9, 2008

Mr. Edgar T. Hurle,
Transportation Planning Director
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Bureau of Policy and Planning
2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, Connecticut 06131

Re:Federal Environmental Assessment/Connecticut Environmental Impact Evaluation
New Haven Rail Maintenance Facility Improvements
New Haven, Connecticut
State Project No. 301-0088

Dear Mr. Hurle:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the above-referenced document which outlines the
various improvements, new facilities and new tracks to be constructed at New Haven Yard over the
timeframe of 2008-2020. The outlined facilities and improvements are needed to inspect, maintain, and
repair the new M-8 commuter rail cars as well as the existing rolling stock of the New Haven Line
service and of Shore Line East, and the equipment for the proposed Springfield Line Commuter Rail
Service.

The improvements at New Haven Yard will occur within the existing ConnDOT ownership at
the 74-acre parcel and will basically consist of reconfiguring the tracks, removal of two existing
structures and the construction of various new maintenance facilities within the yard. Overall use of the
property will not change. A number of issues are identified in the EA/EIE which merit comment by
DEP.

Remediation of Soil and Groundwater Contamination
Chapter 28 of the document states (p. 136) that the proposed work "will undoubtedly encounter

contaminated areas that will need to be remediated." Given the historic and current use of this property.
this is certainly a reasonable assumption. As the proposed work consists of a number of individual
projects over a twelve year period, the characterization and remediation of site contamination will likely
be undertaken on an individual project basis as opposed to a facility-wide approach. The EA/EIE
proposes the use of licensed environmental professionals (LEPs) to investigate and characterize the
contamination and recommend remediation strategies.

Remediation work at the site will likely be undertaken pursuant to the Connecticut General
Statutes section 22a-133y Voluntary Remediation Program. Consultation and coordination with DEP
regarding the development of a remediation plan pursuant to Section 22a-133y can be undertaken using
Tom Riscassi, supervising environmental engineer with the Remediation Division of the Water
Protection and Land Reuse Bureau as a point of contact. Mr. Riscassi can be reached at (860) 424-3781
or at Thomas.riscassi@ct.gov. Such consultation would include any requests for approval of alternate
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New Haven Rail Yard Improvements
EA/EIE Comments 2 July 9, 2008

remediation standards or alternative methods. CotmDOT should note that remediation efforts under this
program involve a significant public notice component as set forth in C.G.S. section 22a-133y(b).

Also on the subject of remediation, as the maintenance facility improvements proceed,
CormDOT needs to evaluate the premises for PCB contamination in accordance ~vith 40 CFR 761. You
are likely aware of the need to coordinate with EPA Region I for revie~v and approval of a PCB
remediation work plan, but we recommend contacting EPA Region I early in the process rather than
later. Kimberly Tisa of Region I can be contacted at (617) 918-1527 regarding PCB issues.

RCRA Generator Status
The improvements at New Haven Yard will allow the facility to service more cars and perform

more functions than it is currently capable of handling. The Yard is currently classified as a small
quantity generator of hazardous waste under RCRA, meaning the facility generates between 100 and
1000 kilograms of hazardous waste per month. If the expansion of operations at New Haven Yard will
increase the rate of hazardous waste generation above 1000 kilograms per month, it would then fall
under the classification of being a large quantity generator. If this is anticipated to happen, ComaDOT
should contact DEP’s Waste Engineering and Enforcement Division to amend its registration. Peter
Ploch of that division can be used as a contact in this regard and can be reached at (860) 424-3280.

Coastal Managemant Issues
New Haven Yard lies entirely within the Connecticut Coastal Boundary as established by

Connecticut General Statutes section 22a-94 and includes coastal flood hazard areas. Therefore, the
project will require the submission of a Coastal Consistency Review to the DEP Office of Long Island
Sound Programs. Among other issues, the review will need to document that no practical alternatives
exist for the filling of floodplain areas to construct the new facilities. It is, however, recognized that the
use of extra fill will be required to raise critical activity structures, including facilities engaged in the
treatment, storage and disposal of hazardous materials, above the 500-year flood elevation.

Inland Wetlands
Pages 113 and 115 discuss the filling of 0.232 acres of degraded inland wetlands in the center

of the rail yard. The primary function served by the two small wetlands is the trapping of sediments and
pollutants. Though the document is dated as May 2008, it makes no mention of the DEP Inlands
Wetlands and Watercourses Permit No. IW-200701700 issued January 14, 2008 wlrich authorizes the
filling of the 0.232 acres of combined inland wetland area discussed in the EA/EIE. This permit was
issued in connection with the temporary M-8 rail car acceptance facility.

Waste~vater Management
Chapters 21 and 26 (pp. 111 and 129, resp.) describe the EMU shop ~vastewater system which

will discharge to a holding tank that will be pumped out ~vith the contents to be disposed of at an off-site
facility. The discussion then continues noting that "in general, each new building will have its own
system to collect and store wastewater streams. The effluent will be pumped to separate storage tanks.
Tank contents will be tested for contaminants and properly disposed of off-site." While this strategy is
certainly an acceptable procedure, it seems more practical to install oil separators for oily wastewaters
and apply for general permits for the discharges to the sanitary sewer system. Other potential discharges
from yard facilities may also qualify for coverage under general permits. Installation of holding tanks
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New Haven Rail Yard Improvements
EA/EIE Comments 3 July 9, 2008

requires high level alarms, spill containment, proper design capacities, acceptable licensed waste
haulers, and other factors that can become quite costly over time.

Flood Management Certification
Virtually the entire project area lies within the 100-year flood plain as shown in figure 12.

Therefore, the various project elements included in the New Haven Rail Yard Maintenance
Improvements project will require Flood Management Certification pursuant to Comaecticut General
Statutes sections 25-68b through h. We note that Flood Management Certification specific to the
temporary M-8 acceptance facility was issued by DEP on November 14, 2007.

Stormwater Permits
New buildings, increased impervious surface areas and other improvements are being proposed

as part of this project. Therefore, there will be a net increase in impervious sttrface as a result of the
New Haven Rail Yard improvements. The need for a stormwater management plan is noted on page
110 of the EA/EIE. The plan, more formally known as a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, is
required as an element of the Registration for the General Permit for the Discharge of Storm~vater
Associated with Industrial Activities, the need for which is acknowledged on page 149. As the rail yard
is already covered by a general permit, the current Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will simply
need to be amended to reflect the new facilities and to address any new sources of pollutants. The
amended plan should include best management practices and/or treatment mechanisms to promote
proper stormwater quality. Registration will also be required under the General Permit for Discharge of
Stormwater and Dewatering Wastewaters Associated ~vith Construction Activities.A Stormwater
Pollution Control Plan is required as an element of this registration.

Miscellaneous Comments
The proposed improvements will result in an increase in security mad better control of access to

New Haven Yard, as cited on page 103. This is an important public safety benefit of the improvements,
and, to the extent that it may also prevent acts of vandalism, it will also decrease the chances for spills or
discharges that could be associated with such acts.

Without having looked into who was responsible for the inaccurate nomenclature atop page
134, it is noted that the listing of "Conrail Consolidated Corporation, a.k.a. Amtrak National Railroad
Passenger Corporation" is erroneous on at least two counts. Conrail, or the Consolidated Rail
Corporation was, as you are well aware, not the same as the National Passenger Railroad Corporation or
Amtrak. Obviously, both entities have had extensive historic use of New Haven Yard and either one, or
likely both, could have been responsible for the cited historic releases of solvents and oil to the ground
at that site.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments. Our best wishes to ComaDOT as you
pursue this ambitious project of improvements. If you have any question concerning any aspect of these
comments, feel free to call me at (860)-424-4110.

Respectfully,

Frederick L. Riese
Senior Environmental Analyst
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Subject: FW: New Haven Rail Yard Improvements - Comment on EA Document

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Matthew Thomas Sawyer [mailto:sawyerm3@southernct.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2008 9:53 PM
To: edgar.hurle@po.state.ct.us
Subject: New Haven Rail Yard Improvements

Dear Mr. Hurle,

I am an economics student from SCSU and have a few comments on the State Project in New Haven (Railway):

-cheaper rates for students (1/3 off)

 
-there are many adverse impacts contrary to Table ES-2: Summary of Anticipated Impacts... 
 
    a. such as pollution (CO2) from construction equipment
 
    b. pouring concrete omits pollution (using slag helps)
 
    c. air particulates?
 
-residential concerns for safety and also student priced value -more bus routes from Downtown -will the facilities be Leed 
certified or "Green?"

Matthew Sawyer
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State of Connecticut Department of Public Health comments submitted by Suzanne 
Blancaflor, M.S., Section Chief, Environmental Health Section, dated May 23, 2008 
 
1. Comment noted.  The project will include demolition, excavation of soils, and 
disturbance of existing utility infrastructure.  Based on site investigations for hazardous 
materials and historic land use at the rail yard, there is a potential for encountering 
contamination during construction, including PCBs, lead and asbestos.  Detailed 
investigations are being carried out by ConnDOT under the supervision of Licensed 
Environmental Professionals and certified Asbestos and Lead Consultants.  Plans will be 
prepared to properly manage all regulated materials and wastes in accordance with 
federal and state regulations. 
 
2. Comment noted.  Issues related to lead-based paint and lead contaminated soil will be 
addressed in accordance with federal and state regulations. 
 
3. Comment noted.  Asbestos testing and abatement will be addressed in accordance with 
applicable federal and state regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
State of Connecticut Department of Public Health comments submitted by Lori 
Mathieu, Public Health Services Manager, Drinking Water Section, dated May 22, 
2008 
 
 
Comment noted, thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection comments submitted 
by Frederick L. Riese, Senior Environmental Analyst, dated July 9, 2008 
 
 
1.  Comment noted.  Based on previous site investigations for hazardous  substances and 
historic land use at the rail yard, there is a potential for encountering contamination 
during construction.  Detailed investigations are being carried out by ConnDOT under the 
supervision of a Licensed Environmental Professional as the project continues.  Where 
contaminated media are encountered as a part of the planned project construction 
projects, they will be managed, treated and/or disposed in accordance with applicable 
state and federal regulations.   
 
2. Comment noted.  As indicated above, in the event site contamination is encountered, 
ConnDOT will manage, treat and/or dispose of material in accordance with applicable 
state and federal regulations. 
 
3. Comment noted.  ConnDOT will continue to evaluate, manage and mitigate PCB-
related issues at the site throughout the project.  Regulated PCB impacts encountered at 
the site will continue to be managed in accordance with applicable state and federal 
regulations. 
 
4. Comment noted.  ConnDOT will comply with RCRA requirements and will coordinate 
with CT DEP’s Waste Engineering and Enforcement Division on RCRA related issues. 
 
5. A Coastal Consistency review was conducted by the CT DEP Office of Long Island 
Sound Programs for the M-8 Acceptance Facility Project, the first project in Program 1 of 
the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements and a letter of concurrence was issued on 
January 28, 2008.  Subsequent Coastal Consistency reviews will be conducted for the 
remaining projects in Program 1 of the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements. 
 
6. Wetlands will be completely filled by the construction of new storage tracks.  Some of 
the wetland functions will be replaced by the improved stormwater management system.  
Permitting has been fully coordinated with the CT DEP Inland Water Resources Division 
and the US Army Corps of Engineers.  DEP Permit No. IW-200701700 was issued on 
January 14, 2008. 
 
7. Comment noted. The strategy adopted for handling shop wastewater - a collection 
system, pumps and separate storage tanks - has been developed to account for site and 
environmental factors that work against the installation of oil water separators.  Pumping 
of effluent to an oil water separator tends to emulsify the product and decrease the 
efficiency of the separation process.  For a variety of reasons, pumping is required in 
most cases in the new shops.  Floor cleaning solvents have exacerbated this problem.  
Historical data also indicates trace amounts of heavy metals in the effluent that have not 
been able to be removed and therefore exceed municipal threshold levels allowable in 



discharges to the sanitary sewer system.  ConnDOT will consider applying for general 
permits for wastewater discharges in the future and will coordinate with CT DEP and the 
Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority. 
 
8. A Flood Management Certification was issued for the M-8 Acceptance Facility Project 
from the CT DEP Inland Water Resources Division.  The CT DEP Permit FM-
200701699 was issued November 14, 2007.  Additional applications for Flood 
Management Certification will be submitted to CT DEP for each project that will involve 
fill. 
 
9. Comment noted. The Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for the New Haven Rail 
Yard facility will be amended as improvements are constructed.  The General Permit for 
Discharge of Stormwater and Dewatering Wastewaters Associated with Construction 
Activities was issued for the M-8 Project on April 4, 2008 (Permit No. GSN 001792).  
Additional applications will be submitted to the CT DEP for each project, as required. 
 
10. Comment noted. 
 
11. Comment noted.  Conrail and Amtrak are two distinct railroad companies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
City of New Haven, Office of the Mayor, dated June 25, 2008 
 
1. Comments noted, thank you.  We appreciate your support for this important transit 
project. 
   
2. ConnDOT is aware of the City’s concerns regarding the potential impact of the rail 
yard on future plans for the “Ring Road.”  The Rail Yard project does not impact the 
existing Brewery Street right-of-way and will accommodate relocated public utilities 
within the Rail Yard property alongside Brewery Street.  Therefore, the Rail Yard project 
does not impact the potential to complete the “Ring Road” concept in the future. 
 
3. The Rail Yard project will accommodate ConnDOT and Metro-North rail-related 
employees on the Rail Yard side of the main line.  ConnDOT employees currently 
housed in Union Station will be moved to new facilities within the Component Shop.  
They will also park on the Rail Yard side of the main line.  This will free space in the 
station for Transit Oriented Development and in the existing and future garages for 
passenger parking.  The Rail Yard project will thus assist in furthering a Transit Oriented 
Development on the station side of the main line. 
 
4. One of the design features of the project is to construct an employee pedestrian 
overpass that connects the three major shop facilities with each other and with the Union 
Station passenger platforms.  This will provide direct access to the station platforms and 
Union Station for employees, which will facilitate employee commuting by rail, bus, 
bike, or walking, in addition to enhancing safety and efficiency. 
 
5. Regarding the new jobs the Rail Yard project will create, we also look forward to 
partnering with the City and Metro-North to enhance employment opportunities for City 
residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Matthew Sawyer, dated June 25, 2008 
 
1.  Comment noted.  Although rate structure is not part of the New Haven Rail Yard 
Improvements project, ConnDOT supports and seeks public input to improve 
Connecticut’s transportation system.  This comment will be forwarded to ConnDOT’s 
Bureau of Public Transportation for consideration. 
 
2.  Air quality analysis was conducted for the New Haven Rail Yard Improvements 
project in accordance with approved methodologies. The project will not create violations 
of National Ambient Air Quality Standards. Construction best management practices as 
outlined in Chapter 13 of the document will be followed to minimize impacts to air 
quality.  
 
3. Comment noted.  Construction best management practices as outlined in Chapter 13 of 
the document will not be limited to these practices, and new methods of minimizing 
impacts to air quality will be encouraged. 
 
4.  Air particulates are a concern in the New Haven region, and contractors will be 
required to follow construction best management practices.  The project will support 
improved rail transit service, providing a viable alternate means of transportation other 
than highways 
 
 
5.  Comment noted.  Safety issues have been addressed in the document in Chapter 19.  
The New Haven Rail Yard Improvements project involves construction of new modern 
rail yard technologies and systems, better equipped to address public health and safety 
needs. The project calls for an increased security presence. In addition to an MTA police 
office, an area for the MNR Fire Brigade will be provided. Additionally, the improved 
facility will be better secured, with gated access. The entrance off of Long Wharf Street 
will be removed, and a new guard booth installed off of Brewery Street. Perimeter 
fencing will be upgraded, and all new outdoor storage areas will have eight foot fencing 
with lockable access gates. Security cameras will be installed at various locations for 
monitoring the rail yard.  A pedestrian overpass, between Union Station platform D and 
the rail yard buildings and new employee parking garage, is proposed to increase safety 
for workers who need to get across the railroad tracks to get to the various structures on 
the site. The overpass will be equipped with security control devices at the station end to 
prevent unauthorized entrance. 
  
Although rate structure and bus routing is not part of the New Haven Rail Yard 
Improvements project, ConnDOT supports and seeks public input to improve 
Connecticut’s transportation system.  This comment will be forwarded to ConnDOT’s 
Bureau of Public Transportation for consideration. 
 
The new facilities will not be required to meet LEED certification or “green” building 
standards, but will be designed to current ConnDOT standards and the new Connecticut 



Green Building Statutes (Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, Section 16a-38k-1 
through 16a-38k-7; Public Act 06-187, Section 70 (a) and (b); and "The Establishment of 
High Performance Building Construction Standards for State-Funded Buildings") to the 
greatest extent practicable. The new facilities will meet the 2003 International Energy 
Conservation Code. 
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