
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN 
           CONNECTICUT  
 
 
 
September 22, 2009 
 
The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
It is my pleasure to write in support of the application submitted by the State of 
Connecticut for a Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
discretionary grant for the replacement of the Moses Wheeler Bridge.  
  
I understand that the Moses Wheeler Bridge, located between the towns of Stratford and 
Milford, straddling the boundaries between Fairfield and New Haven Counties, is in 
serious disrepair. The bridge is structurally deficient and has been determined to be 
functionally obsolete; it must, therefore, be replaced with an entirely new structure.  
Currently the bridge requires constant emergency maintenance to keep it operational, 
this is an unnecessary financial burden that can be resolved by replacing the bridge. 
 
I understand that the bridge, as it stands now, poses a safety hazard to traffic as well as 
a continual drain on limited state maintenance funds.  If the structure is not replaced 
then, in the near future, lower load limits will need to be posted and this will negatively 
impact commercial truck traffic on this portion of Interstate 95, a major commercial 
trafficking route along the East Coast. Lowering the load limits, and thereby forcing 
commercial traffic along less expedient routes, could impact not only commerce in the 
State of Connecticut but throughout the New England region and beyond.  
 
Built in 1958, the Moses Wheeler Bridge has exceeded its life expectancy and must be 
replaced as soon as possible.  I support this proposal and, therefore, respectfully request 
that it receive full and fair consideration. Thank you for your time and attention to this 
important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph I. Lieberman 
UNITED STATES SENATOR 
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