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Connecticut has had two Capital 
Cities – Hartford and New Haven. 
Hartford has remained the capital 
city of Connecticut since 1875. 

The fi rst telephone book ever 
issued – The New Haven District 
Telephone  Directory – contained 
only 50 names and was published 
in February 1878. 
  
Connecticut never ratifi ed the 18th 
Amendment (Prohibition). 

The USS Nautilus - the world’s 
fi rst nuclear powered submarine 
was built in Groton in 1954. 

Ella T. Grasso, Governor of 
Connecticut from 1975 to 1980, 
was the fi rst woman elected 
governor in the United States 
without following her husband 
into offi ce. 
  
In 1810, the Scoville Memorial 
Library in Simsbury became the 
fi rst publicly supported free town 
library in the United States.

Connecticut is home to the 
oldest U.S. newspaper still being 
published: The Hartford Courant, 
established in 1764.

The fi rst automobile law was 
passed by the state of Connecticut 
in 1901. The speed limit was set at 
12 miles per hour.

The fi rst golf tournament in 
Connecticut for women only was 
held in Waterbury on June 12, 
1917.

West Hartford is the birthplace of 
Noah Webster, the author of the 
fi rst dictionary, published in 1807.

PEZ Candy is made in the city of 
Orange.

Today’s Plenary Session will include two keynoters – GM’s Vice President 
of Research and Development Larry Burns and newly confi rmed FHWA 
Administrator Tom Madison. The meeting will also feature a number 
of award presentations and a presentation on the history of Connecticut 
River crossings by Connecticut DOT Commissioner Joe Marie. He will 
highlight the magnifi cent nine-arch Bulkeley stone bridge carrying I-84 
over the river. It is one the oldest bridges on today’s interstate highway 
system.
The Plenary Session, the last to be chaired by Pete Rahn, will be 
immediately followed by the annual Awards Luncheon in Ballroom B.

Tate Jackson, who’s 
been AASHTO’s TRAC 
Manager for the past 
decade, is stepping down. 
Tate has infl uenced 
countless young lives in his 
quest to make engineering 
exciting and attractive 
to America’s students. 

The “Master Trainer” was as energetic and enthusiastic as ever during 
Saturday’s TRAC presentations, with Connecticut’s six TRAC teams. 

As Tate likes to say, “Train them 
and they will teach.” Tate also 
spent 10 years with the Maryland 
Highway Administration, before 
joining AASHTO. Connecticut’s 
TRAC Managers Ralph Phillips 
and Jim Moffett say, Good luck, 
Tate, with your new career with 
URS Consulting!
The Connecticut TRAC awards 
will be announced this morning.

The prestigious America’s Transportation Award Grand Prize and the People’s 
Choice Award will be announced today during a special ceremony at the Annual 
Meeting. Ten projects were in the running for the top prizes. The competition 
– sponsored by AAA, U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, and the American 
Association of State Highway & 
Transportation Offi cials – celebrated 
state department of transportation 
projects in all four regions of the 
country. More than 40 transportation 
projects competed according to size 
in three categories: “Innovative 
Management,” “On Time,” and 
“On Budget.” The awards will be 
announced by AASHTO President Pete 
Rahn.

Connecticut is honored to host the American Traffi c Safety Services Foundation’s 
program  “The National Work Zone Memorial - Respect And Remembrance: 
Refl ections Of Life On The Road” at the 2008 AASHTO conference.  The memorial 
travels to communities cross-country year-round to raise public awareness of the 
need to respect and stay safe in America’s roadway work zones.  The memorial 
wall includes the names of those workers, drivers, passengers, police offi cers and 
emergency workers killed in work zones. 
The names of those killed in the past year will be highlighted at the Plenary Session 
this morning.
Awareness and efforts to educate, train, and enforce the work zone safety related 
laws and regulations must continue year round, not only during National Work Zone 
Awareness Week in April. 
Please take a moment to visit the Memorial at AASHTO 2008, outside the 
Ballrooms.   The Memorial has been to 51 sites in 30 states in the past six years. 
Fallen workers are not forgotten and their memory lives on through the Memorial.
In 2008, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) hosted the National 
Memorial Wall and the 2008 national work zone safety kick-off event in Sacramento.  
Caltrans also had its slogan “Slow for the Cone Zone” adopted across the United 
States as the 2008 national campaign.  California is the 2009 AASHTO host state.

AASHTO delegates got an insider’s 
look at the news media and how to deal 
with them during a workshop Saturday 
during the Annual Meeting. AASHTO’s 
Media Relations Manager Tony Dorsey 
and Dana Alexander Wolfe, Director of 
Communications for the Rhode Island 
DOT, led the “Workshop on Effective 
Communications Skills for Transportation 
Professionals.” Participants did mock 
interviews and Q&A’s with Tony and Dana 
posing as reporters asking tough questions. 

Media Training for 
AASHTO DelegatesTRAC’s Tate Jackson Retires after 10 Years!

America’s Transportation Award and People’s Choice 
Award To be Announced Today

National Work Zone Memorial at AASHTO ‘08

Plenary Session Features Burns and Madison



Enjoy 
AASHTO 2008
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Federal, state and local dignitaries will lead a rededication and celebration ceremony 
today in the shadow of the 100-year-old Bulkeley Bridge, which carries Interstate 84 
over the Connecticut River between Hartford and East Hartford. Connecticut DOT 
Commissioner Joe Marie will emcee the ceremony, which will also feature Federal 
Highway Administrator Tom Madison, AASHTO President Pete Rahn, Congressman 
John Larson, Hartford Mayor Eddie Perez, East Hartford Mayor Melody Currey, 
Riverfront Recapture’s Joe Marfuggi, and some descendents of Morgan G. Bulkeley, for 
whom the bridge is named. 
A 3-foot by 5-foot bronze plaque commemorating the century old span will also 
be unveiled. The bridge opened in 1908 and was originally known as simply as the 
Hartford Bridge. It was renamed for Bulkeley in 1927.
Bookending the ceremony will be the East Hartford High School Band and the Nathan 
Hale Fife and Drum Corps. 

Bulkeley Bridge Rededication Ceremony is Today

AASHTO Delegates Enjoy a Beautiful Fall Day on the Links
Sunday will be mostly sunny 

with highs around 60 … a 
great day for the Bulkeley 

Bridge Rededication. See you 
there! (And Monday’s forecast 

is even better!)

Bus transportation will be provided 
between the Convention Center and 
the Bulkeley Bridge Rededication 
Ceremony at Riverside Park. For 
the more adventurous, the park is 
a quick 20-minute walk along the 
Connecticut River. Bring a jacket; 
the tents will be heated.
In addition, the Hartford Belle will 
offer a boat trip to the site for up 
to 45 people. The boat will depart 
from Founders Plaza at 1:40 p.m. 
(fi rst come, fi rst served). Directions 
are available at the Registration 
Booth in the Marriott lobby.

Sunday, October 19, 2008

Take the Bus, Boat or 
Walk to the Bulkeley 
Bridge Rededication

Main course? Maine lobster … at the State Host 
Night Dinner Saturday night at the Boathouse at 
Riverside Park on the banks of the Connecticut 
River. Hundreds of delegates and spouses 
dined in the glow of the newly lighted Bulkeley 
Bridge, the span being rededicated today as part 
of the AASHTO 2008 Legacy Project.

The evening was hosted by Connecticut 
DOT Commissioner Joe Marie and Deputy 
Commissioners Jim Boice, Al Martin and 

Jeff Parker, 
and AASHTO 
President Pete 
Rahn. Sponsors 
were H.W. 
Lochner, Parsons 
Brinkerhoff, 
Autodesk, STV 
and A.I. Engineers.

A crisp, sparkling autumn afternoon was perfect for the annual AASHTO golf tournament Saturday afternoon at the 
challenging Gillette Ridge golf course in nearby Bloomfi eld. More than 20 foursomes hopped buses and headed out after 
lunch. Awards for fi rst, second and third place fi nishers, and for “Closest to the Pin” and “Longest Drive” were presented 
during the Host Night Dinner.

Winners were:
 First Place: Artie Boyle, Jerry Gerlets, Majid Hedayati, 
Dennis Jolly
 Second Place: Brian Nicol, Al Biehler, Carlos Braceras, 
Scott Rawlins
 Third Place: Puneet Singh, Dan Patacca, Kevin Keith, Don 
Hillis

 Closest to the Pin, sponsored by American Concrete 
Pipe Association, Advanced Drainage Systems, CH2MHILL and 
Housman & Associates
  Gary Williams
  Dean McLear
  Scott Rawlins
  Tom Gergen

 Longest Drive
  Gary Williams
  Lina Conrad

Old-Fashioned New England Lobster Feast at State Host Night

The fi nal day of AASHTO 2008 
includes the Board of Directors 
Business Meeting at 10 a.m. 
in Ballroom C and continues 
through noon. Earlier, beginning 
at 7:30 a.m. in Room 17, there 
will be a workshop, headlined: 
“Solvency of the Highway 
Trust Fund, Transportation 
Funding and the Municipal Bond 
Market, and Proposed Policy 
Recommendations for Surface 
Transportation Authorization.”

Monday’s Annual 
Meeting Highlights
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