Two Landmark Bridges Take Home Top Transportation Prizes

It was the industry’s equivalent to Oscar Night at the Connecticut Convention Center Sunday morning as the prestigious
America’s Transportation Award Grand Prize and the People’s Choice Award were presented during a special ceremony at
the AASHTO Annual Meeting. Ten projects were in the running for
the top prizes.
Virginia and
Maryland were
honored with the
national Grand Prize
for the construction
of the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge,
which spans the
Potomac River connecting the two states. When complete, the
$2.47 billion project will unclog one of the worst bottlenecks on Interstate 95. The old six-lane bridge is being replaced
with a modern 12-lane structure that will separate local and through traffic, have room for future mass transit, and tie
communities together with hiker/biker trails.

During the past two months, more than 55,000 votes were cast online for the People’s Choice Award. The prize went to
Mississippi’s St. Louis Bay Bridge, which collected an overwhelming number of the popular votes.

After Hurricane Katrina destroyed the original bridge in August 2005, the Mississippi Department of Transportation
moved expeditiously to replace the structure that carries U.S. 90
between Henderson Point and Bay St. Louis. MDOT proceeded
with the state’s first-ever “design/build” contract. The $267 million
replacement bridge was completed on time by November 2007.

The competition — sponsored by AAA, U.S. Chamber of Commerce
and AASHTO — celebrated state department of transportation projects
in all four regions of the country. More than 40 transportation
projects competed according to size in the categories of “Innovative
Management,” “On Time” and “On Budget.”

- “AASHTO has always known how quality transportation projects
impact people’s lives in positive ways,” said AASHTO President Pete Rahn, director of the Missouri Department of
Transportation. “Now the America’s Transportation Awards program is spreading the word to communities big and small, all
across this great land of ours.”

AMERICA’S

transportation award

AASHTO Presents Annual Awards

George S. Bartlett Award
Dan Flowers, Director of the Arkansas Department of Transportation

Thomas H. MacDonald Memorial Award
Randell Iwasaki, Chief Deputy Director of the California Department of Transportation

Francis B. Francois Award for Innovation
Texas Department of Transportation License Plate Legibility Team

Alfred E. Johnson Achievement Award
Douglas Rose, Deputy Administrator of the Maryland State Highway Administration

President’s Special Award of Merit
Jack Basso, AASHTO’s Director of Management and Business Development

President’s Transportation Awards
Administration

Robert Chisel, Assistant Director for Administration, Nevada Department of Transportation
Aviation

Aeronautics Division Staff, Colorado Department of Transportation
Environment

Drive Clean Across Texas Team, Texas Department of Transportation
Highways

Mileage Fee Concept and Road User Fee Pilot Program Team, Oregon Department of Transportation
Highway Traffic Safety

Gregory Krueger, Statewide ITS Program Manager, Michigan Department of Transportation
Planning

Unified Transportation Planning Team,

Utah Department of Transportation
Quality

New I-64 Closure Command Team,

Missouri Department of Transportation
Rail Transportation

Railroad Crossing Corridor Consolidation Team,

Mississippi Department of Transportation
Research

Accelerated Bridge Construction Team,

Utah Department of Transportation

The 25-Year Award of Meritorious Service was given to employees from 16 member departments, the FHWA and the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration.

Prizes Awarded to Connecticut TRAC Students
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With proud parents and teachers looking on,
prizes were awarded Sunday morning for
Connecticut’s TRAC projects. The students
— from three middle schools and three

high schools — will each receive savings
bonds, courtesy of AASHTO. This year’s
“Design Challenge” for students was to
consider transportation as the backbone for
growth in their communities. The students’
creativity and imagination were phenomenal!
DOT Commissioner Joe Marie, Deputy
Commissioner Jim Boice and Acting Chief
Engineer Mike Lonergan presented the awards
as outgoing AASHTO TRAC Manager Tate
Jackson announced the winners.

And the winners were ...

Middle School

First Place: Irving A. Robbins Middle School, Farmington
Second Place: East Lyme Middle School, East Lyme
Third Place: Cromwell Middle School, Cromwell

High School

First Place: Somers High School, Somers

Second Place: Sacred Heart Academy, Hamden

Third Place: Academy of Information Technology and
Engineering, Stamford




Joe Marie: ‘Thanks for coming! It was great to see you!’

Connecticut DOT Commissioner Joe Marie today formally thanked the estimated 800
AASHTO delegates for their hard work over the past five days in Hartford. “The dedicated
men and women making up the AASHTO membership have consistently delivered,”
said Marie, adding a special thank-you to the AASHTO staff and the Connecticut DOT

‘1 ‘ volunteers who worked

‘ tirelessly for months to pull
this year’s Annual Meeting
together.
“The discussions on
the future of federal
reauthorization have been
“— compelling, even sobering.
We still have plenty of work
to do to get the best possible

reauthorization bill approved next year in Washington.
“But while we explored and debated some serious policy issues, I was happy to see that people took some time out to have
some fun. Connecticut was honored to host AASHTO 2008 and we were happy to send you off with a little fanfare! I look
forward to seeing all of us back together again next year in California!”

See You Next Year ... in California!

AASHTO 2009 will take place in Palm Desert, California. With its
year-round sunshine, friendly people and breathtaking scenery, this desert
oasis is the ideal conference and vacation destination. With 350 days of
sunshine each year, the weather is nearly perfect all year round.

The Desert Springs JW Marriott Resort & Spa, site of the 2009
conference, is one of the crown jewels of the region and boasts the perfect
setting. A relaxing atmosphere coupled with state-of-the-art meeting
facilities will ensure both a productive and rewarding experience.

The Palm Desert area has a large variety of shopping, dining and
outdoor opportunities. And if you’re looking to extend your stay,
Southern California’s main attractions are all within driving distance.

We look forward to seeing you in California!

HAGHTD - 2009

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA

Visit our website, www.dot.ca.gov/aashto2009 for more information.

HARTFORD
AASHTO 2008

Monday should be another
spectacular New England

Autumn day ... mostly sunny

with highs near 60. Get out
and take a final walk around
Connecticut’'s Capital City!

Today’s Highlights

The final day of AASHTO

2008 will be dominated by the
Board of Directors, which has

a business meeting at 10 a.m., a
policy meeting at 1 p.m. and an
invitation-only dinner tonight

at the historic Hartford Club in
downtown Hartford. The annual
“passing of the gavel” from Pete
Rahn to the next President of
AASHTO also occurs today.

This morning’s Delegate Breakfast

is in Ballroom A.

For more about the top awards
presented Sunday, visit: www.

americastransportationaward.org.

Great to see you at
AASHTO News "oz
Hartford!

Monday, October 20, 2008

GM’s Larry Burns Talks Green Car Technology

Larry Burns, Vice President of Research and
Development at General Motors, wowed AASHTO
delegates with a spirited keynote address Sunday at the
Plenary Session on greener technology that is increasingly
becoming part of the American automobile industry.

Burns said he has traveled the world and has never
seen a system of transportation and mobility that better
promotes “freedom to travel” than the system enjoyed by
Americans today. He and Pete Rahn noted that “freedom
to travel is seen as an American right.” But that right must
be balanced with the nation’s desire to be free from its dependence on foreign oil and
a desire for a clean environment. A shiny GM fuel cell Cruze dominated the entrance
to the ballroom where the Plenary Session was held.

Burns gave delegates a fascinating glimpse into cleaner, safer and more stabilized
driving technology, including GM’s push to perfect a driverless car.

Larry Burns is
a member of the
Automotive Strategy
Board and serves as a
Trustee at the Rochester
Institute of Technology.

The Plenary Session
also included a
presentation on the history of Connecticut River crossings, given by Connecticut
Deputy DOT Commissioner Jim Boice.

Bulkeley Bridge Formally Rededicated After a Century of Service

Descendents of Morgan G. Bulkeley, for whom the 100-year-old bridge over the
Connecticut River between Hartford and East Hartford is named, officially unveiled a 260
pound bronze plaque to rededicate the stone-arch engineering masterpiece.

Under another sunny and bright autumn sky, the Governor’s Foot Guard got the ceremony
off to a rousing start — just as they had a few hours earlier at the morning Plenary Session
— and the Nathan Hale Fife and Drum Corps closed the event with musket fire and a

booming cannon salute!

With DOT Commissioner Joe Marie serving as MC, the headliners included FHWA

& The East Hartford High School Band played the

Administrator Tom Madison, Congressman John
Larson, AASHTO President Pete Rahn, Hartford
Mayor Eddie Perez, East Hartford Mayor Melody
Currey and Riverfront Recapture President and
CEO Joe Marfuggi.

oldest bridges on America’s interstate highway
system.

National Anthem to help open the event.
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