
 
Project No. 115-114 

Federal Aid Project No. 0044(145) 
Route 44 Bridge #00992 Rehabilitation 

(Putnam Memorial Bridge) 
Over the Quinebaug River 

Town of Putnam 
 
 

Project Location: The proposed project is located on Route 44 approximately 
900 feet west of the SR 12 (Kennedy Drive) - Route 44 (Pomfret Street) 
intersection in the town of Putnam.  The bridge carries Route 44 (Pomfret Street) 
over the Quinebaug River. 
 
Project Purpose: The purpose of this project is to rehabilitate the superstructure 
of the bridge, and in the process restore its aesthetic value. 
 
Project Description: The bridge was constructed in 1925 and rehabilitated in 
1957.  The bridge is a one span reinforced concrete arch, supported by 
reinforced concrete abutments.  The roadway width is 30.5 feet and the length of 
the bridge is 68 feet. 
 
A 2008 bridge inspection report found that while the substructure was in 
satisfactory condition, the superstructure was only in fair condition. 
 
The concrete sidewalks on the bridge are severely deteriorated in some areas.  
There is a 10 foot by 5 foot steel plate located near the northeast corner of the 
bridge, covering a hole in the concrete.  There are areas of spalling with exposed 
rebar and cracks underneath the bridge.   
 
The parapets are cracked and spalling.  The concrete bases of the light 
standards have severe deterioration with large void areas and spalls.   
 
The bridge superstructure will be rehabilitated by replacing the parapets, 
sidewalks, and light fixtures in-kind.  Necessary patching of the structure will also 
be included along with addressing minor abrasion issues of the abutments. The 
roadway will be resurfaced within the project limits.  The roadway width will 
remain the same. 
 
Permits:  Inland wetland, and SCEL General Permits will be required.  
Floodplain Management General Certification and Army Corps of Engineers 
Category 2 Permit will be required. 
 
Rights of Way: Various construction (temporary) and permanent easements will 

be required for this project.  A construction easement from Rotary Park 
(roughly 1,290 square feet) will be required for the purpose of access, 
installing temporary cofferdam, grading and storage of materials and 
equipment during construction.  Access to the park as well as to the 
Putnam River Trail will not be impeded in anyway.  A permanent 
easement for highway purposes from Rotary Park (roughly 1,585 square 
feet) is also required for the project.  See attached plans.   

 



Utilities: Up to two utility poles on the north side of the roadway near west 
approach to the bridge may need to be temporarily relocated.  There are 
underground utilities within the project limits that will also require relocation. 
 
Maintenance and Protection of Traffic:  Route 44 (Pomfret Street) will be 
closed throughout the duration of the project and traffic will be detoured over 
state and local roads. 
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