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A Partnership - DOC and
Veterans Affars

The Connecticut Departments of Correction and Veterans Affairs have established a
partnership with plans that will lead to future benefits for both agencies. The firgt sgns
of that collaboration, 32 bunk beds and 61 footlockers, crafted by Correctional
Enterprises of Connecticut & MacDougdl-Waker Cl, were recently delivered and
were on display as Governor John Rowland toured the state Veterans Home and
Hospitd in Rocky Hill. The Governor, who has
provided additional support for the facility has
mandated that state agencies work together to
address socid issues such as veterans affairs. At
the event, the Department of Correction was praised
for its support. “We are gratified to be able to assst
not only another state agency, but aso those who
have so bravely defended our country,” said
Commissoner Theresa C. Lantz.  “This
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Correctional Indu&ry
Supervisor John Levenduski

collaboration between our
agencies holds great promise for
the future” The Department of
Correction, which will provide
additional beds, footlockers,
sheets and pillows, aso assigns a
community inmate work detall to
the Veterans Home grounds. It
is anticipated that under the
partnership between the two

(Above) Governor Rowland, Commissioner
Lantz and Commissioner Linda Spoonster-
Schwartz of the Department of Veteran's Affairs

SuperV| Sed agencies, inmates who are
. military veterans will be provided

POpUl ation support upon discharge or
community release by the

on May 5, 2004 Department of Veterans Affairs.

Veterans Affairs Commissioner
Linda Spoonster-Schwartz and
Commissioner Lantz have held
initial  discussions on the
partnership which is being further
developed under Director of
Programs and Treatment, Mary

EECER

On May 5, 2003 the population was

A

23,139 Johnson.
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Pride, Polish and Pipes as
Class 224 Graduates -

Pride at Work, April 25 - May 8,

At age 49, Ron Fish is not your average correction officer who
completes cadet training a the Maoney Center for Training and
Staff Development. But led by the Department of Correction
Honor Guard, accompanied by the agency’s Bagpipe and Drum
Band, and applauded by family and friends, Fish and the 42 other
cadets of Pre-Service Class 224 graduated during recent ceremonies
a the academy. Fish received his badge from his wife Sandy, a
secretary a York Cl. It was the camaraderie of hiswife stight knit
workplace that attracted Fish to the professon. (See, “ Why |
Chose to Join the Best”). Commissioner Theresa Lantz and
Scholastic
Achievement
Award winner CO

Joseph Bennett of York CI, both spoke of the teamwork that is
central to the success of the correctiona family. “You are now an
integral part of the gate's crimind judtice system,” said Connecticut
Chief State's Attorney Christopher Morano, keynote spesker for
the graduation. CO Larry Tyler of CRCI was sdected by the class
as the recipient of the Victor E. Harris Outstanding Instructor
Award. Class 224 was the fird to participate in a Pilot Mentoring

program which integrated classsoom sudy at the academy with

red world application a the cadets facilities.  It's anticipated this :
program will be expanded in the future. Chief State's Attorney Christopher Morano
Condolences Correction Calendar

i Father Anthony Bruno
w175 is saddened to an-
nounce the passing of
Mary Elizabeth
Nygard, mother of
Debra Barry, a secretary for the
Religious Services Unit.

i, Warden Lgoie of the
#~ Corrigan-Radgowski
Cl is saddened to
annouce the passng of
Stephen Kelser, step-father of
Record Specialist Annette Gor-
don. Warden Lgoie is joined by
saff in extending condolences to
Ms. Gordon and her family dur-

ing their time  of sorrow.

w3 Warden Carter and staff extend
£%- their condolences to the family
¢ of Correction Officer Marvin

Nicholas of the MacDougall-
Walker CI. In a previous issue of
PRIDE a Work, C/O Nicholas was in-
correctly identified as a 10 year veteran
of the department. Mr. Nicholas was
in fact a 19 year veteran, prior to his
passing.

Congrats

Warden Gonzalez and staff of
the Manson Y1 offer their con-
gratulations to C/O Kenneth
Y oung and his wife on the birth
of their daughter Jadyn S. Young. Jadyn
was born on April 28, 2004 weighing 7
Ibs. 70zs. and 18 1/2 inches. Both
mother and daughter are doing well.

May 14 - A Retirement Party in
honor of Cgptain Joseph Troniar will
be held from 6 p.m. - midnight &t the
Jacques Cartier French Club on Wil-
son Street in Jewett City. The codt is
$25.00 per person. For ticket
informtion please call 860.779.4501.

May 15 - Hartford CC invites dl
to attend a basketball game to ben-
efit the Connecticut Children's Medi-
cal Center on Saturday, May 15th.
HCC will be competing againgt HOT
93.7 Radio. An admission fee of
$3.00 will be charged for the event
which will begin a 11:30 am. a the
Northwest Catholic High School in
West Hartford. For information
please call Officer Camp at
860.240.1800 or 1883.

Continued on Page 5, Calendar



Two Long Hours with 60 Pride at Work, April 25 - May 8,
Minutes -

Conventiond wisdom says that it's never going to be a good day when 60 Minutes shows up on your doorstep. But
such was not the case as Commissioner Theresa Lantz successfully fended off questions from Correspondent Steve
Kroft regarding the Department of Correction’s handling of the Creative Writing Program a York Cl. Sixty Minutes
does not travd light. Two camera people and two sound technicians showed up two hours before the interview to
transform the Commissoner’s office into a televison sudio, complete with nearly a dozen lights. Correspondent
Kroft and his producer appeared just before the scheduled 10 am. gtart and the interview was underway. Despite
hard and repetitious questioning, Commissioner Lantz stuck to her responses that the Department is very proud of
the unique and innovative program that has been led by best sdling author Waly Lamb over the course of the last
fiveyears. A mgor issue for Kroft was the “Cost
of Incarceration” bills that the inmates had been
charged for after the publication of their book,
“Couldn't Keep it to Mysdf.” Commissioner
patiently explained that is the result of a dae law
in Connecticut which is based on the belief that
taxpayers shouldn’'t have to foot the hill for the
incarceration of inmates who have the ahility to
remburse the date.  Sixty Minutes cameras were
aso dlowed to observe theWriting Class at York
for the story which is expected to be broadcast on
May 8th. Thanks to the continued volunteerism of
Wadly Lamb, the program is now fully back in
operation.

Correspondant Steve Kroft with Commissioner Lantz prior
to her on camera interview. !

Pilot Program gets National Exposure

Willard Cybulski Cl is one of severd facilities to implement a pilot program for the Transtiona Services Pro-
gram. The program puts into practice the philosophy behind the Department’s revised mission statement that
emphasizes reintegration, according to Warden Bruce Cuscovitch.

The ingructiona sessions involve educeting the inmates in areas such as obtaining a driver’s license, socid
security card or housing. Ingtructors work from source manuds that accompany videotape presentations by various
date agencies which offer assstance to newly reeased inmates.

Staff members continue to educate and advise inmates on the best course
of action concerning their impending release. But, in addition to the
information which has been offered in the padt, daff now seeks to assist
inmates in accomplishing many tasks thet they are not adle to do themsdves
due to their incarceration.

Although it is too early to determine the overal success of the program
in reducing recidivism, Trangtiond Services Counsdor Deb Snedecker
believes the program will have a postive effect in alowing inmates to
access the necessary toolsfor asuccessful return to society. The Connecticut
Department of Correction pilot program which strengthened the agency’s
efforts towards offender reintegration has gotton national exposure on the
in the Trandtiond Services Program| Corrections.com website.




DOC Hosts Victim'’'s
Conference

Supportive and uplifting stories of overcoming the effects of violent crime were once again shared this year a the
Maoney Center from Training and Staff Development, during the 8th Meanie Ilene Rieger Memorid Conference
Agang Violence. The two-day conference which attracts,
law enforcement, social service professonals, victims and
survivors was crested by Dr. Samud Rieger in honor of his
daughter who was murdered by her boyfriend in 1994. “We
are honored to have the opportunity to host this conference
which increases our understanding and compassion of the
victims of crime” sad Commissoner Theresa C. Lantz who
provided opening remarks. Speekers included Maggie and
John Bish whose daughter Mally disappeared and was later
found murdered in Massachusetts, David Kaczynski, brother
of Unibomber Ted Kaczynski, Marc Klaas whose daughter
Polly was kidnapped and murdered as well as Martha Moxley,
who lost her daughter Martha to homicide. The Conference,
which hopes to reduce crime through understanding of its
causes, was a mgjor success with record turnout.

Pride at Work, April 25 - May 8,
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Dr. Samuel Rieger addresses the audience at the
8th annual Meanie Rieger Conference

Enfield ClI Cedebrates Calendar,
Correctional Officer Week Cont’d

May 20 - Northern CI will host a
benefit Golf and Family Outing for
the family of Officer Kevin Hull.

Warden ~ Christine  Whidden . "o 7 e held at the

expressed her appreciation to the

VocEd Graphic Indructor David Mix
serves a sundae to one of CCIE’'s
heros in the battle againgt terrorism.
Officer Angel Lopez returned from
Kuwait after a one year deployment
in the middle east. Welcome back
home Officer Lopez.

Correction Officers at Enfield Cl by
serving them ice cream sundaes.
Warden Whidden stated that
“Correction Officers at this
ingtitution and across the state work
in a very valitile environment and
are more than deserving of this week
honoring thelr commitment to public
safety. It is aso an honor for me to
serve them as well.”

EA Rrtkies
[‘ Pro :gr ar n{
888-EAP-8900

Southampton Country Club in
Southampton, MA. The cost is
$75.00 per golfer. Further informa
tion can be obtained by contacting
Fran Matys, Brian Courtoure, Johnny
Norwood or Gerald Hines of North-
ern Cl at 860.763.8628.

May 21 - A Retirement Party in
honor of Bonnie Brunn will be held
at Dodd Stadium on Friday, May 21,
2004. The game and picnic begin at
6:00 p.m. Tickets are $25.00 for
adults and $12.00 for children. For
tickets or information please call
Neena Beckwith, Sharon Fisher, or
Susan Bollenbach at York CI or
Michelle Jones at Corrigan-
Radgowski ClI.

Continued on Page 6, Calendar



Open Enrollment

State employees wishing to make changes to ther hedth care plans
must do so during the month of May.  Additions, deletions or changes
mustbe made during this annua enrollment period.

Employees should give their completed forms to their supervisor/or
personnd officer located a the facility, who will deliver them to Human
Resources by 5/28/04. No changes will be accepted after this date.

As dways, if anyone needs assstance in completing these forms,
please contact your personnd officer.

There will be a Hedth Care Planner that will provide a comparison of
benefits among the plans that will be mailed to your home address.

2004 HEAL TH INSURANCE FAIRS SCHEDULE

Centrd Office: (lobby) 9 - 3 on Thursday, May 13
Bridgeport CC: (gym) 9 - 3 on Tuesday, May 18
Robinson Cl: (Vidting Center) 8:30 - 3 on Wednesday, May 19
MCTSD: (gym) 9 - 3 on Wednesday, May 26
York Cl: (East gym) 9 - 3 on Thursday, May 27

MVPFP s

Beswick, David C/O CRCI Knapp, Robert Capt NCI
Cahill, Jason Lt CRCl Lawrence Dwight C/O CRCI
Carney, John C/O ccl Maskel, Tomest CC BCI
Clancey, William CC Bcl Olandt, David Voc Ingt CRCI
Cupka, John Lt ocpPm Petracca, Steven CISII CCl
Downer, Louise Sec 1 BCl Renaud, Christopher C/O BCI
Ethier, David C/O BCl Renaud, Gerry C/O BCl
Groh, Lawrence C/O BCl Roche, Dennis Capt CRCI
Hannon, Tracey Rec Spec NClI Roman, Darlene C/O MY
Ignacio, Michael C/O cCl Rucker, Dorothy Lt BCI
Jackson, Brian Lt NCl Yednick, James Lt NCI

On the Move

Secretary | Theresa Heron of
the Human  Resources/
Recruitment Unit - Central
Office wanted to thank dl saff
that supported her with
contributions.  With the help of
DOC saff she was able to raise
$530 for the 2004 March of
Dimes Wdk. The event took
place on May 2, 2004 and she |
completed the 4.5-mile walk in r.ﬁ

an hour and ahdf. Waytogo. |~ %
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Ca endar,
Cont’'d

, o May 30 - Councl 4 of the
u American Federation of

State, County & Municiple

Employees (AFSCME)
will host a specia cookout to honor
our Connecticut veterans and their
families a the CT Veterans Home &
Hospital in Rocky Hill. The event
will begin a 11 am. Please contact
Meagan Batchelder at 860.224.4000
to make a donation and for additional
information.

June 4 - A Retirement

Party in honor of Mary
: Rose Callins will be held a
the Rocky Neck State Park
Pavilion in Niantic, CT on Friday,
June 4, 2004 from 6 p.m. - 11.p.m.
Come dressed in your tropicd attire
and enjoy an evening of fun and ca
sud elegance. Tickets are available
for $35.00 and must be purchased by
May 21st. For additional informa-
tion please call 860.691.6749.

June 14 - Hartford CC’'s Quality
Worklife Committee
will hold its 2nd An-
nual Golf Tourna-

H ment a Blue Fox Run

) in Avon, CT. The

$100.00 registration fee includes a

continentd breakfast and dinner buf-
fet. To register call C/O Michael

L @ Mahoney at 860.240.1898 or 1899,



Did you know is an informational
column written by the Facilities
Management and Engineering Unit,
aimed at increasing your knowledge
of issuesin our everyday lives. This
week’ sissue was submitted by Greg
Fitzpatrick, an Environmental Ana-
lyst 3, who can be reached at 860-
692-7897. If you have an idea or
guestion for a future column please
contact David Batten, Acting Direc-
tor at 860-692-7554.

Why you shouldn’t idle your
engine. There are acouple of reasons
you should limit the amount of time
you idle your car's engine. Idling
costs you money, not only for gasoline
consumed, but also in increased
maintenance and repair codts. ldling
also increases the amount of air
pollution produced by your car.

If you think that idling for a
minute or two uses less gasoline than
redarting your car, you are wrong.
Letting your car's engine idle for
more than about 10 secondsis burning
more gasoline than it takes to dart
the engine. In addition, today’s cars
do not need to warm-up for very
long. About 30 seconds of warm-up
time on a cold morning is dl your car
needs to be ready to go.

Idling does not let the engine
work at pesk efficiency, so gasoline
is not completely burned. Besdes
wasting gasoline, this does damage
to your car's engine. Damaging
resdues are left on engine parts and
the unburned gasoline dilutes the
engine oil. This dl causes engine
damage over time, increasing
maintenance and repair costs, and
earlier replacement of your car.
Incomplete burning of gasoline
during idling dso leads to more ar

pollution. The exhaust from an idling
car is egpecidly bad for people with
heart and lung problems, like children
with asthma.

There is something dse you
should know about idling engines,
and that pertains to diesel engines
such as on most school buses. Diesd
engines create significant levels of
fine particulate matter that, dong with
other diesd exhaust pollutants, are
believed to promote the development
of asthma in young children.
Connecticut regulations generally
prohibit school buses from idling for
more than three minutes. If you
notice a school bus idling for a long
period, consder politdly asking the
driver to shut down the engine until
the bus is ready to move.

Around the
cal block

=% Cdifornia= A 50-year-old
o | man with a heart transplant,
* sentenced to five years for
growing pot, became the third
transplant recipient to serve time in

federa prison.
rp;g»;‘ 1

-’f‘* residents of McDowell
] County voiced support for a
new federd prison as the beginning
of the revitdization of their region.

West Virginiaa Hundreds of

| Ohio- A man who s fire to

Y23 his dderly mother's home

~ s0 he could go back to prison

insead got credit for his jal time and
probation.

2 || Oklahoma- The state is
: (w considering using global
positioning satellite
technology to monitor hafway house
offenders.
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Why | Chose
to Join the

B est

PRIDE a Work is profiling some
of the newest members of our agency
who are a part of Pre-Service Class
224. During ther firs week at the
MCTSD, they were asked to writean
essay explaining why they chose to
become a member of the Department
of Correction. Ther reasons make
clear that our PRIDE, as the best
correctional agency in the country, is
an ided that others are drawn to and
seek to call their own. This week we
feature Robin Fish of York CI.

The main reason is my wife, family
and friends. My wife Sandra has been
a secretary a York for about eight
years. My younger brother Ron and
his wife Wendy and two cousins
David and Terry are Correction
Officers. | have come to know many
of the people who work a the DOC
and they all spesk very highly of
their jobs. | recently had surgery and
while | was in the hospitd my wife's
co-workers came to see me and
checked up on her. When it snowed
an officer plowed our driveway. No
one from my job even caled.




