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Governor Rell: $445,339 Federal Grant 
 To Boost Research, Markets for Specialty Crops 

Maple Syrup, Beekeeping and Organic Farming Groups Among Recipients 
 
There may be sweeter times ahead for the maple syrup market and a bigger buzz 

for homegrown honey thanks to nearly $450,000 in federal grants that will benefit 
producers of specialty crops in Connecticut, Governor M. Jodi Rell announced today. 
The grants fund research and programs to help increase production and broaden markets. 
 

“Connecticut agriculture is $3 billion industry and is strongly defined by its 
diversity. The products from our small state have broad appeal in the marketplace – both 
within and outside our borders,” Governor Rell said. “These investments are essential to 
give our producers the support and the competitive edge they need to sustain and grow.” 

 
State Agriculture Commission F. Philip Prelli said Connecticut agriculture is 

primarily composed of a multitude of specialty corps rather than big commodities such as 
corn, wheat or soybeans. 

 
“This federal award is extremely important to our state and our farmers will get 

significant, long-term benefits from the programs and projects this grant will support,” 
Commissioner Prelli said.  

 
The $445,339 grant is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Specialty 

Block Grant Program administered by the state Department of Agriculture. The state has 
distributed over $1 million in USDA specialty block grants since 2006. To be eligible, 
projects must increase the competitiveness of specialty crops and benefit the industry and 
not a single producer or business. The department will also use a portion of the grant for 
statewide promotion of specialty crops. 
 

The recipients of this year’s USDA grants are: 
• Connecticut Vineyard and Winery Association, Inc. (CVWA), 

$75,000: A two-year statewide marketing campaign to increase adult 



consumption of Connecticut’s specialty crops of grapes and other fruits for 
winemaking will raise consumer awareness about the quality of wines 
produced by the Connecticut wine industry.  

 
• UConn Cooperative Extension System, $34,110: A type of reduced-

tillage known as deep zone tillage (DZT) can correct problems on 
vegetable farms with soil compaction, soil degradation, soil erosion, and 
more.  This project will consist of soil health surveys, DZT research, and a 
sequence of outreach meetings and articles, all with the goal of hastening 
the adoption of DZT in Connecticut and New England.   

 
• Massaro Community Farm, Inc., $33,120: The Connecticut Beekeeper’s 

Association, Massaro Community Farm, and Massaro Farm CSA will 
collaborate to establish an apiary at the Massaro Farm in Woodbridge, 
Conn., which will provide educational programs to the community, 
research opportunities for the industry, and potentially increase the 
pollination and production of honey in Connecticut. 

 
• The Maple Syrup Producers Association of Connecticut (MSPAC), 

$28,800: This project will demonstrate that a three-prong approach is 
viable for current Connecticut producers.  By pursuing this approach, in 
ten years the Connecticut maple products industry could go from today’s 
$1,000,000 to $20,000,000 annually, providing sufficient product to 
compete for consumer demand in Connecticut and other domestic and 
international markets.   

 
• Northeast Organic Farming Association of Connecticut, Inc. 

(Connecticut NOFA), $73,346: Winter Food will build on CT NOFA’s 
educational and communications resources to 1) educate farmers in the 
best practices for growing, storing, and marketing winter crops, and 2) 
educate consumers about the availability, flavor, and nutrition of those 
fruits, vegetables, and herbs.  CT NOFA will also partner with Yale’s 
Dining Hall and Sustainable Food Project on a conference to educate 
farmers and connect them with institutions looking for winter produce.   

 
• Connecticut Christmas Tree Growers' Association (CCTGA), 

$36,092: Field tests of different provenances of Canaan fir, Turkish fir, 
and Nordmann fir will be conducted at cooperating growers' fields and at 
CT Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) farms to determine those 
with the best characteristics.  Additional tests of other species and hybrid 
firs will take place at the CAES Valley Laboratory, for which this grant 
will support the nursery production of the seedlings to be subjected to 
testing.  The best trees from both screening activities will be transplanted 
to the CAES Griswold Farm to establish a permanent seed production 
nursery to sustain a competitive CT Christmas tree production. 
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• UConn Department of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture, 
$55,892: There is increased interest in using native plant alternatives to 
invasive species for landscaping. Many with ornamental potential have yet 
to be developed. These species will be evaluated for their adaptability to 
parking lot island plantings and residential landscapes to determine which 
can serve as suitable replacements for invasive species. The benefits of 
mulching and irrigating native plants during establishment will also be 
studied.  

 
For more information visit www.ctgrown.gov. 
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