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Governor Rell Says State Will Bond  
$5 Million for Farmland Preservation 

‘It Is A Promise We Must Keep for Future Generations’ 
 

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that she will be seeking $5 million for 
farmland preservation when the state Bond Commission meets September 25. The state’s 
Farmland Preservation Program purchases the development rights to farms to preserve 
the land for agriculture use only. 

 
“Our farmers are in the heart of their busy harvest season, providing us with the 

finest in Connecticut-grown fruits and vegetables. Rich orchards, cropland and country 
meadows enhance the quality of life in Connecticut and are key to our economy,” 
Governor Rell said. “Agriculture is a $2 billion a year industry and creates thousands of 
jobs. 

 
“Keeping a viable agriculture community ensures that we retain the ability to 

produce our own food and sustain a unique way of life that we would all be the poorer 
without it,” Governor Rell said. “Even in these tough economic times, there are 
investments that we have an obligation to uphold. It is a promise we must keep for future 
generations, who will reap the benefits of our efforts today.” 

 
The $5 million is the latest lump sum allocation for the Farmland Preservation 

Program, which is administered by the Department of Agriculture. The funds are used to 
buy development rights to farms – placing a permanent restriction on the use of the land.  
The land can never be used for non-agricultural purposes and farms will stay under 
private ownership and continue to pay local property taxes. 
 

Governor Rell said the goal of the voluntary program is to preserve 130,000 acres 
of farmland with 85,000 acres dedicated to growing crop. The state preserved its first 
farm in 1979. Since then, the state has preserved more than 35,000 acres on 263 farms.  

 
Most of the land preserved is considered prime farmland. In many cases, the state 

attempts to preserve land contiguous or clustered near other farmland to create a stable 



farming community. Farmland preservation also results in many environmental benefits 
by conserving key wildlife habitat and providing flood control in certain areas. 

 
The Governor said the state’s most recent acquisitions this summer included five 

farms that preserved a total of nearly 680 acres and enhanced the agriculture communities 
of Lebanon, Suffield, Wallingford, Torrington and Woodbury. There are applications 
pending to preserve 2,500 acres on 20 more farms. 

 
-30- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  


