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Governor Rell: State Farmers Can Apply

For Federal Loans to Recoup Crop Losses

USDA Grants Governor’s Request
For Disaster Declaration Due To Widespread Crop Damage

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that farmers across Connecticut are
eligible to apply for low-interest federal loans to recover their losses caused by severe
rainfall, hail and flooding this past spring.

The Governor said U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack notified her today that
he was granting her request for a disaster declaration for several counties that suffered
major crop losses from May 12 to June 4, 2009. The declaration means that farmers and
related small businesses can apply for low-interest emergency loans through the USDA
Farm Service Agency (FSA).

“This much-needed federal relief will help Connecticut farmers recover what
nature washed away,” Governor Rell said. “The state’s $2 billion agriculture industry and
the jobs it creates are essential to our economy.”

Governor Rell wrote to Secretary Vilsack on October 29 asking for a disaster
declaration for six counties — Fairfield, Hartford, Litchfield, New London, New Haven
and Windham — affected by the severe weather. He designated all six as primary natural
disaster counties and, according to federal farm law, named the adjacent counties of
Tolland and Middlesex as contiguous disaster counties

State Agriculture Commissioner F. Philip Prelli said some farmers lost more than
30 percent of their crops because of above normal rainfall and flooding. The severe
weather affected a variety of crops grown in Connecticut — pumpkins, corn, tomatoes,
peaches, grapes and tobacco.

“I am very pleased that Secretary Vilsack concurred with our findings that
Connecticut farmers face severe financial hardship because of these storms,”
Commissioner Prelli said. “It is vital that our farms and farming families have the
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resources they need to produce the fresh, locally grown food that our citizens rely on
year-round.”

For more information, contact the local USDA office at (860) 871-4095 or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.
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NOV 24
The Honorable M. Jodi Rell

Governor
State of Connecticut
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Governor Rell:

Thank you for your letter of October 29, 2009, requesting a disaster designation for
six Connecticut counties, due to losses caused by abnormally high rainfall, high winds, hail, and
flooding that occurred from May 12, 2009, and continuing. Those counties are:

Fairfield Litchfield New London
Hartford New Haven Windham

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) has reviewed the Loss Assessment Report, along with
additional information submitted by the State Executive Director, Farm Service Agency (FSA).
Based on this review, USDA has determined that there were sufficient production losses to
warrant a Secretarial natural disaster designation. Therefore, I am designating all six Connecticut
counties named above, as primary natural disaster areas.

In accordance with section 321(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act,
Middlesex and Tolland Counties, Connecticut, are named as contiguous disaster counties.

This designation makes farm operators in both primary and contiguous counties eligible to be
considered for assistance from FSA, provided eligibility requirements are met. This assistance
includes FSA emergency loans and the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program,
which was approved as part of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008. FSA will
consider each application on its own merit by taking into account the extent of losses, security
available, and repayment ability.

Local FSA offices can provide affected farmers with further information.

Sincerely,
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Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary

An Equal Opportunity Employer



	Gov Rell NOV30 USDA CropLoss loans.pdf
	Crop loans USDAletter.pdf

