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Agriculture Day at the State Capitol March 18 
 
 

Hartford, CT –The state Department of Agriculture cordially invites all Connecticut 

residents to Agriculture Day, to be held on Wednesday, March 18, 2009, at the State Capitol in 

Hartford.  This annual showcase of Connecticut’s diverse agricultural industry and products is 

free and open to the public. 

 “Agriculture is an important economic driver in our state, contributing $2.2 billion 

annually to our local economy and providing over 50,000 jobs,” said F. Philip Prelli, 

Commissioner of Agriculture.  “This day of exhibits, demonstrations, and awards provides an 

opportunity for residents to learn more about the diversity and innovation in today’s agriculture, 

and provides us with a chance to honor those individuals who have contributed significantly to 

our industry.”  

Exhibits by 46 organizations and agencies (list follows) will be open from 10:00 AM to 

1:00 PM in the North Lobby and Hall of Flags.  Presentations will be made from noon to 12:30 

PM in the Hall of Flags.  After opening remarks by Commissioner Prelli, Lieutenant Governor 

Michael Fedele officially will proclaim March 18 as Agriculture Day in the State of Connecticut. 

The 2009 Connecticut Outstanding Young Farmer Award will be presented to Eric Henry 

of Blue Hills Orchard in Wallingford, who was selected based on his personal achievement and 
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contribution to community, state, and nation.  Immediately following, Commissioner Prelli will 

present the Connecticut Agricultural Information Council’s Agriculture Journalism Awards, 

which recognize outstanding coverage of Connecticut agriculture by the news media during 

calendar year 2008. 

“We hope everyone who is available will take time to join us,” said Commissioner Prelli. 

“This event not only is extremely interesting and eye-opening for those who attend, it also is a 

great deal of fun.” 

For more information, please contact the Department of Agriculture at 860-713-2503.   

 
2009 AGRICULTURE DAY EXHIBITORS 

 

4H Education Center at Auer Farm  
American Farmland Trust 
Buy CT Grown 
CitySeed, Inc. 
CT Agricultural Education Foundation 
CT Agricultural Experiment Station 
CT Apple Marketing Board 
CT Association of State Fairs 
CT Beekeepers Association 
CT Christmas Tree Association 
CT Community Gardening Association 
CT Currant 
CT Dairy Industry Council 
CT Dept. of Agriculture, Animal Population Control  
CT Dept.of Agriculture, Farmland Preservation  
CT Dept.of Agriculture, Marketing  
CT Farm Bureau Association 
CT Farm Fresh 
CT Farm Risk Management 
CT Farmland Trust 
CT Florists Association 
CT Food Bank 
CT Food Policy Council  
CT Greenhouse Growers Association  

CT Northeast Organic Farming Association 
CT Nursery and Landscape Association 
CT Poultry Association, Inc.  
CT Professional Timber Producers Association 
CT Raw Milk Association 
CT Seafood Council  
CT State Grange 
The Farmer's Cow 
First Pioneer Farm Credit 
FoodShare 
Kings Mark RC&D 
Maple Syrup Producers Association of CT 
School Nutrition Association of CT 
CT Seafood Council 
UCONN Center for Land Use Ed. and Research  
UCONN IPM Program 
UCONN Veterinary Medical Diagnostic 
Laboratory 
USDA APHIS 
USDA FSA 
USDA NRCS 
USDA, RD 
Very Alive  
Women in Agriculture Network

 
 

CONNECTICUT GROWN - The Local Flavor 
Visit us at www.CTGrown.gov
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http://www.ctgrown.gov/

