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HOrse Pullers Banned 
frOm COnneCtiCut COntests

By Bruce A. Sherman, DVM, MPH
Director, Bureau of Regulation and Inspection

The Department’s Bureau of Regulation and Inspection has prohib-
ited two owners of draft horses from entering horse pulling contests in 
Connecticut for a period of one year.  The prohibitions are a result of 
penalties prescribed by Connecticut law because their horses tested 
positive for the presence of drugs. 

Connecticut General Statutes (C.G.S.) §22-126a, Testing of Ani-
mals in Drawing Contests, authorizes the Department to conduct ran-
dom drug testing of pulling animals (draft horses, pulling ponies and 
oxen) at fairs and any other event at which pulling or drawing contests 
may be held.  A total of 52 animals were tested in Connecticut during 
the 2008 season and only one horse from Rhode Island tested positive 
for the presence of a drug.   

State law is very specific regarding the presence of drugs in pull-
ing animals and the penalties that are imposed.  The “owners” and/
or “trainers” of animals that test positive in Connecticut are banned 
from entering pulling contests in Connecticut from one to two years; 
the animals that test positive are banned for one year; the owner 
must reimburse the state for the cost of testing; and the Commis-
sioner may impose a civil penalty in an amount up to $2,500.00 in 
the case of repeat violations.  C.G.S. §22-126a also authorizes the 
Department to ban owners and/or trainers of animals that test posi-
tive in other states from entering contests in Connecticut for a period 
of one year.

On September 1, 2008, Department of Agriculture staff obtained 
blood samples from horses entered in the pulling contests at the Wood-
stock Fair.  Laboratory analysis of the samples revealed the presence 
of the drug furosemide, known commonly by its trade name “Lasix”, 
in a horse whose owner resides in Rhode Island.  The Department 
has banned both the owner and this particular horse from entering any 
drawing contests in Connecticut for a period of one year.  

A horse owner from New Hampshire has also been banned from 
entering any pulling contests in the state for a period of one year. This 
prohibition was based on a positive drug test for caffeine and phenylb-
utazone (“Bute”) conducted on one of his horses by the Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural Resources at the North Hampton Fair in 
North Hampton, Massachusetts.  

The three drugs detected in these two incidents - furosemide, caf-
feine, and phenylbutazone - each result in different physiologic effects 
on the animal.  Furosemide (Lasix®) is classified as a diuretic drug 
which causes the rapid elimination of fluids through excessive urina-
tion.  The drug can adversely affect an animal’s electrolyte balance and 
hydration. It is used in pulling animals to achieve a lower than normal 
weight at “weigh-in”.  Most draft horse contests include different classes 
depending on the weight of the animals.  For example, in a 3300 lb. 
weight class, the total weight of the two horses in a team can not ex-
ceed 3300 lbs.  The illegal use of furosemide may make the difference 
of whether one or both horses make the weight limit.   

Caffeine is a stimulant and phenylbutazone is a non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory and, additionally, it is a potent pain reliever used to allevi-
ate the effect that lameness or injury may have on an animal’s perfor-
mance.  The substances administered together form a dangerous drug 
“cocktail” for an animal with a pre-existing lameness or injury.  Caffeine 
results in increased excitement and agitation while phenylbutazone 
masks what normally might be a painful condition that would otherwise 
prevent a horse from over work.  This performance enhancing drug 
combination sets up all the right circumstances for further injury to oc-
cur.  

Pulling contests are a time-honored agricultural tradition and draw 
large numbers of devoted spectators often staying into the evening 
hours for the completion of the events.  Strict enforcement of estab-
lished pulling rules by contest officials and adherence to the law by 
participants ensures that fans and spectators are enjoying a clean, fair 
and safe contest.  Connecticut law does provide a significant deterrent 
to “drugging” but there are those that want to win at any cost and will 
continue to risk being caught and suffer the resultant penalties. 

VendOrs needed!  stamfOrd fall 
farmers marKet sideWalK sale

October 30 - November 1, 2008
High Ridge Shopping Center in Stamford

15 vendors needed!  Vendors should report to A Step Ahead, 
1115 High Ridge Rd. Vendors should also submit additional insur-
ance for Lotstein Realty.   For more information or if you have ques-
tions, please call Monica Needle at 203-329-2959 work, 203-353-
1992 home or 203-940-0080. 



fresH  fruits  &  VeGetaBles

Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices

nOrtHeast  eGG  PriCes  u.s.d.a.  
October 27, 2008

Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers, 
USDA Grade A and Grade A,  White Eggs In 

Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen

metrOPOlitan  area 
u.s.d.a. 

neW   YOrK PriCes
WHite   eGGs

tO   retailers
For   1 dozen,

Grade  A  eggs  on:
October 27, 2008

EXTRA LARGE 124-128                                         
LARGE 122-126                 
MEDIUM 107-111

Above quotations based on 
CARTON sales to retailers.

EXTRA LARGE 117-120
LARGE 115-119
MEDIUM 100-102

                    neW enGland GrOWn 
ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5lb 10.00 11.00
APPLE CIDER, 9-1/2 gallons 16.00 16.00
APLLES, Cortland 100ct exfcy 28.00 28.00
APPLE, Crispin Bu 3”min 26.00 26.00
APPLES Golden del. 2-1/2 min fancy 15.00 16.00
APPLES, Honey Crisp Totes 8-5lb bags 32.00 32.00
APPLES, Macoun, Fancy bu 2-1/2 min 24.00 24.00
APPLES, Mcintosh 12 – 3lb bags 24.00 24.00
APPLES, Mcintosh 80 ct exfcy 32.00 32.00
APPLE, Pear Skinseiki 12ct  8.00 8.00
BEETS, 25lb organic 26.00 26.00
BROCOLLI, 14ct 20.00 20.00
CABBAGE, Green 50lb  10.00 12.00
CABBAGE, Red Organic 45lb 31.00 31.00
CHIVES, 1lb 8.00 8.00
CORN Ornamental, 20/3’s 28.00 28.00
CRANBERRIES, 24/12oz  34.00 34.00
KALE, 12-16 Organic  15.00 21.00
LETTUCE, Green Leaf 24ct Organic 30.00 30.00
GOURDS, Shellacked ½ bu 12.00 12.00
PARSNIPS, 25lb 25.00 25.00
PEARS, Bosc 2-1/2” min 4/5bu 24.00 26.00
PEARS, Red D’Anjou 4/5bu 25.00 27.00
POTATOES, Round White 10/5’s  13.00 14.00
POTATOES, 10lb 2.40 2.50
POTATOES, Round White Chef 50lb 16.00 16.00
PUMPKINS, bu 12.00 12.00
PUMPKINS, Howden 36in bin med-lge 150.00 180.00
PUMPKINS, Sugar 36in bin 200.00 225.00
SQUASH, Acorn 1-1/9 bu med/lge 12.00 14.00
SQUASH, Acorn Organic 35lb 29.00 29.00
SQUASH, Buttercup 1-1/9  12.00 14.00
SQUASH, Butternut 1-1/9 bu med-lge 12.00 14.00
SQUASH,  Delicate 1-1/9  20.00 20.00
TOMATOES, Greenhouse med 10lb 16.00 16.00
TOMATOES, Yellow  Greenhouse 10lb 20.00 20.00

middlesex   liVestOCK   auCtiOn
Middlefield, CT, October 27, 2008

Live animals brought the following average 
prices per cwt.:
Bob Calves: Low High
  45-60 lbs. 23.00 26.00
  61-75 lbs. 28.00 34.00
  76-90 lbs. 36.00 58.00
  91-105 lbs. 67.00 70.00
  106 lbs. & up 65.00 71.00
Farm Calves 68.00 73.00
Started Calves 34.00 42.00
Veal Calves 81.00 97.50
Open Heifers 50.00 84.00
Feeder Steers 55.00 87.00
Beef Steers 48.00 55.00
Stock Bulls 52.00 88.00
Beef Bulls 47.00 54.00
Boars 2 @ .01
Sows 1 @ 20.00
Feeder Pigs each 25.00 50.00
Sheep each 65.00 107.00
Lambs each 32.00 155.00
Goats each 45.00 72.50
Kid Goats each 17.50 70.00
Canners   Up to  44.50
Cutters  45.00 48.00
Utility Grade Cows 49.00 52.00
Rabbits each 6.00 17.00
Chickens each 5.00 25.00
Ducks each 4.00 10.00
Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction. 

neW HOlland,Pa HOG auCtiOn
 FOR Mon October 27, 2008  

Hogs sold by actual weights, prices quoted by 
hundred weight.       
  Percent Lean          Weight           Price
     49-54  220-270 lbs     45.00-48.00
                        270-300 lbs     43.00-45.00
                        300-400 lbs     46.00-49.00
     45-49         220-270 lbs     42.00-45.00

neW HOlland liVestOCK auCtiOn 
OCtOBer 27, 2008

SLAUGHTER COWS: High - Low Dressing
 Breakers            75-80% lean  
  50.00-53.00   53.00-55.00    46.50-50.00
 Boners              80-85% lean  
  47.00-50.00   50.00-52.50    44.00-47.00
 Lean                85-90% lean  
  43.00-47.00   47.00-49.00    39.00-43.00
SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1-2  
  1000-1850 lbs  67.00-72.00
  2000-2205 lbs  57.00-60.75
Bullocks:  880-1250 lbs  72.00-77.00
SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn 
 Choice and Prime 2-3  
  50-60 lbs   148.00
  60-70 lbs   144.00-158.00
  70-80 lbs   120.00-134.00
  80-90 lbs   114.00-126.00
  90-110 lbs   110.00-122.00
  110-130 lbs   114.00-130.00
  130-150 lbs   110.00-120.00
  150-200 lbs   110.00

Slaughter Ewes: Good 1-2  
  90-110 lbs   52.00
  120-160 lbs   40.00-66.00
  160-200 lbs   40.00-68.00
Slaughter Goats:  All goats are selection 1, 
sold by the head, estimated weights.
  Kids: 50-60 lbs  64.00-68.00
  60-70 lbs   78.00-104.00 
  70-80 lbs   84.00
  80-90 lbs   72.00-108.00
Nannies/Does: 50-80 lbs  72.00
  80-130 lbs   70.00-90.00  
Bucks/Billies: 80-100 lbs  108.00-122.00
  100-150 lbs   118.00-130.00
  150-250 lbs   118.00-134.00 

                        270-300 lbs     39.00-42.00
                        300-400 lbs     43.00-45.50
     40-45       220-270 lbs     39.00-42.00
                        270-300 lbs     37.00-39.00
                        300-400 lbs     36.00-38.50
Sows:  US 1-3 300-500 lbs     41.00-45.00              
                        500-700 lbs     45.00-49.50
Boars:         300-700 lbs     14.00-15.00

neW BedfOrd 
WHalinG CitY seafOOd 

disPlaY auCtiOn
SEA SCALLOPS LANDINGS & 

PRICES IN 1, 000 LBS 
DATE 10/27/08

SPECIES SEA SCALLOPS                               
                              LBS MIN HIGH
 10/20CHANNEL 2.5   765    770
20/30                  21.4   725    770

neW BedfOrd
WHalinG CitY seafOOd 

disPlaY auCtiOn
FISH LANDINGS & PRICES IN 

1,000 LBS & $/CWT 
DATE 10/27/08

SPECIES            LBS   MIN HIGH
HADDOCK  1.4   197    209
HADD SCRD      3.2   153    158
COD LGE             0.6   207    239
  MKT              8.9   188    199
  SCRD                 5.5   144    148
POLLOCK 1/        0.0     53      53
 POLL MED          0.1     5        52
WOLF                0.1   121     121
HAKE LGE           0.0   124     124

 MED                                 0.0   126    126
OCN PRCH                            0.0   142    142
DABS SML                            0.0   132    132
SAND DABS                         0.1     88      88
GREYSOLE SML          0.0    337   337
BLACKBACKS CHAN LGE    4.5    232   298
  SML                             27.4    122   170
  PEEWEE                           1.4    130   137
YELLOWTAIL LGE                   2.5    164   169
  SML                              0.7    147   148
MONKTAIL LGE                      1.2    312   419
  SML                              4.1    272   294
SKATE WINGS                      14.4     55     68
  SML                              0.2     22     22
MONK LIVERS                       1.1     220  365



adVertisements

usda tO GatHer Year-end PrOduCtiOn numBers
Concord, NH – It’s that time of year again, as the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) prepares 

to contact producers nationwide to gather final year-end production numbers. Having experienced volatile growing conditions this season – 
such as the July tornado in New Hampshire, as well as variable weather conditions – it’s more important than ever for producers to respond 
to the December Agricultural Survey.

“The December Agricultural Survey, also known as the Crops/Stocks Survey, is the largest and most critical year-end survey conducted 
by NASS,” explained Gary Keough, director of the NASS New England Field Office. “This survey is the basis for the official USDA estimates 
of production and harvested acres of all major agricultural commodities in the United States.

“With questions still remaining about the final impact of the remnants of tropical storm Hanna and Hurricanes Gustav and Ike, data from 
the December Agricultural Survey will benefit farmers by providing timely and accurate information to help them make critical year-end busi-
ness decisions and begin planning for the next growing season,” added Keough.

During the first two weeks of December, NASS will contact selected New England producers by mail or telephone and ask them to provide 
information on their 2008 production and on-farm stocks of field corn, oats, barley, potatoes, hay stocks, and grains and oilseeds. The infor-
mation will be compiled and analyzed and then published in a series of USDA reports, including the annual Crop Production summary and 
quarterly Grain Stocks report, both to be released on January 12, 2009.

As with all NASS surveys, information provided by respondents is confidential by law. “NASS safeguards the confidentiality of all respons-
es and publishes only state- and national level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified,” stated Keough.

All reports are available on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov. For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS 
New England Field Office at 1-800-642-9571.

 fOr sale
1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT. 

Beekeepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available 
through Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-
8049, 1-877-267-8323 or ddonahue01@comcast.net.

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive 
rates.  1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323  or ddonahue01@comcast.
net, Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency.

4-R.  Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms, 
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases, 
30 doz and 15 doz.  Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

123-R.  Battery powered price computing scales with state com-
pliance, battery powered cash registers, repair of all types of scales. 
(800) 403-5919.

209-R.  Rough sawn lumber, fence boards, trailer planks, stakes, 
custom and portable sawing available. (203) 788-2430. 

213-R.  Christmas greens, wreaths, kissing balls, roping, many siz-
es and varieties. Samples gladly shown. We deliver. (203) 457-1344.

215-R.  Premium honey, cut comb and bees’ wax candles. If you 
want the best, I have it. Willie’s Honey. (860) 824-0638.

222-R.  Pumpkins.  All sizes.  Top quality.  Delivery available.  
Gourds. Paul Peters. Hebron.  (860) 428-4846.

223-R.  Rye straw seedless strawberry grade, large square bales 
45-50 lbs. Please call (860) 289-5188 or (860) 289-5055.

227-R.  Connecticut Grown Christmas trees.  Fraser Fir, Balsam 
Fir, Blue Spruce available. Buy fresh cut locally grown trees and save 
on freight.  Dzen Brothers Farm (860) 648-1355.

230-R.  New Idea manure spreader, 75 bu – ground driven in top 
condition. Telephone (860) 354-4659. Leave message.

231-R.  2007 JD 2320 4WD with 62” deck mower, front loader, 
54” Quick Hitch snowplow, hopper spreader, 160 hrs. Asking $18,000; 
1800 2-yr-old Blueberries in 4:” pots, 10 varieties, $3 each (860) 916-
5681 – Dale.

235-R.  Beef for Sale, Angus cattle: Sold by the half or whole car-
cass;  $1.99 per Pound,   Westview Farm, . Monroe, CT.  Call Bernie 
@ 203-261-3668 ext.320.

Wanted
236.  Meat rabbits wanted. Call evenings (860) 747-1598.

misCellaneOus
7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real 

Estate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience 
and 40 years of finance.  Representing both Buyers and Sellers.  Call 
Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

2008 OrGaniC HarVest CeleBratiOn 
and annual meetinG 

Don't forget CT NOFA’s Organic Harvest Celebration In New Haven 
on Saturday, November 1, 2008.

Who Should Attend?: You!  And, bring a friend.  This is a great 
opportunity to introduce newcomers to CT NOFA’s wonderful people, 
great work and tasty food.  Free and open to the public.

Where:  Jones Auditorium, The Connecticut Agricultural Experi-
ment Station, 123 Huntington Street, New Haven.

When:  Saturday, November 1, 2008, from 10 to 3:30.Events in-
clude:  Organic farmers market, displays and book sale; a Pot luck 
lunch, and presentations by various speakers.  

At the annual meeting, there will be a report on the year’s activities, 
an election of officers and board members and input will be garnered 
from members.  There will also be a CT NOFA Member of the Year 
award presentation.

For more information or to participate in the farmers market, call the 
CT NOFA phone (203) 888-5146 or visit the website: www.ctnofa.org. 

8-R.  Horse properties, Farms and Land.  Ralph’s the man spe-
cializing in all types of Real Estate.  With a lifetime of agricultural and 
business experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers 
and sellers and make your dreams come true.  Call Ralph Winn with 
Century 21 Alaimo & Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or www.winwithWINN.
com.

219-R.  60,000 SF of wholesale greenhouse growing space for 
lease.  Easy access to major interstate highways. Temperature alarm 
system and back up generator available. Call Clint Charter, Wallace-
Tustin Realty 860-558-3908.

234-R.  Choose HorseCountry Real Estate's 30 yrs of experience 
to sell your farm/land. We market nationally, always promoting that life 
is good in CT. Patti Brooks - 860-442-4237 - Patti@HorseCountryRe-
alEstate.net

237-R. Dairy Farmers:  Fish Family Farm will pasturize and glass 
bottle your milk.  Call Don Fish (860)646-9745

238.  489 Haybine, needs gearbox work - $500 firm. 4’ tow type 
bush hog - $500.  (860) 496-8595.

239.  Whiteface Hereford bull, 1-year old - $500.  JD MT with side 
dressers + cult. $1,825.  Forks for bucket - $300.  Grasshead Gehl  600 
or 700 chopper $500.  (860) 668-2920.
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is YOur Bird feeder a Weed seeder?
COnsumers enCOuraGed tO taKe simPle stePs tO 

PrOteCt farms and Gardens  
 Are weeds sprouting beneath your backyard bird feeder?  If so, 

researchers say the type of feed you use may be to blame.
In studies at Oregon State University, scientists examined 10 

brands of wild bird feed commonly sold in retail stores.  The sam-
ples contained seeds from more than 50 weed species – including 
10 ranked among Oregon’s most noxious weeds.  Each brand tested 
contained weed seeds, with six different weed species found in half or 
more of the samples.  

“Once a weed seed drops from the feeder to the ground and sprouts, 
it has the potential to flower and spread,” said Dr. Jed Colquhoun, as-
sociate professor at the University of Wisconsin – Madison, formerly 
with Oregon State University.  “In fact, when we informally questioned 
landowners and farmers to investigate the spread of a relatively new 
weed in the Pacific Northwest – velvetleaf (Abutilon theophrasti) – we 
found it is growing in the soil beneath backyard bird feeders.”

In a short-term study of what happens when stray bird feed drops 
to the soil, about 30 weed species sprouted in just 28 days.  Be-
tween three and 17 weed species grew from each of the 10 brands 
of feed tested.   

So how can you minimize the spread of new or invasive weeds 
that originate in bird feed?  There are several simple strategies 
to consider:

• Use a tray attachment under your feeder to keep seeds off 
the ground.  

• Select foods that won’t sprout, such as sunflower hearts, pea-
nuts, peanut butter, raisins, mealworms and plain suet cakes.  

• Look for treated wild bird food mixtures.  Many manufacturers are 
now baking their products to kill weed seeds, using guidelines estab-
lished by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  So read product labels 
carefully to make certain you buy a treated brand.

• Keep an eye out for weeds under your feeder and pull them be-
fore they can flower and spread.  

• If you use a wild bird food blend that contains a variety of seeds, 
contact the producer or talk to your local retailer to discuss what mea-
sures are taken to ensure the product is free of invasive weed seeds.

Jed Colquhoun was lead researcher for the bird feed study in coop-
eration with Carol Mallory-Smith, a professor at Oregon State Univer-
sity.  The work was funded by the Agricultural Research Foundation at 
Oregon State University.  

From The Weed Science Society of America, a nonprofit profession-
al society founded in 1956 to encourage and promote the development 
of knowledge concerning weeds and their impact on the environment. 
The Weed Science Society of America promotes research, education 
and extension outreach activities related to weeds, provides science-
based information to the public and policy makers, and fosters aware-
ness of weeds and their impacts on managed and natural ecosystems. 
For more information, visit www.wssa.net. 

mOre  exPOsure fOr YOur ads!
Your Advertising  $$$ now get you more than ever! The Agri-

cultural Report is now being sent out via email and is posted on 
the web, which means your ad will be seen by  people visiting our 
website - more exposure for your ads. And ads are the same price 
as before!!! Don't miss this great advertising opportunity.  Be sure to 
send us your ad today!


