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Rhode Island’s First Mobile Processing Unit
By Ron Olsen, Marketing Representative

With all the questions in the last few years regarding the processing 
and slaughtering of farm animals in CT, I wanted to make a visit to our 
neighboring state and visit a farm that had tackled the problem head 
on—and won!! (at least a partial victory).  So, I took advantage of a tour 
of Casey Farm which was offered through the efforts of the Connecticut 
Farmer Learner Group.   

Casey Farm in North Kingstown, RI is a 300 acre, 300 year old farm 
that is owned by Historic New England.  This mid 18th-century home-
stead, overlooking Narragansett Bay, was the center of a plantation that 
produced food for local and foreign markets. Located near Newport, 
Casey Farm had access to material goods imported from England, en-
abling its early owners to live in a fashionable manner.

Prosperity ended with the burning of Newport during the Revolution, 
and the farm settled into a pattern of absentee ownership.  Starting in 
the mid 19th century, the Casey family began to improve the farm. They 
leased the property to tenant farmers but retained two rooms in the 
house for their own occasional summer use, as they had come to regard 
the farm as their ancestral home

The farm raises beef, goats, turkeys, chickens hogs and grows veg-
etables and fruit.  It has an organic Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) from June thru October and also runs a Farmers Market each 
Saturday morning.  Educational school tours are featured along with 
various summer camp programs.  

Pat McNiff is the enterprising young manager of the farm, and it was 
his idea to construct a mobile processing unit (MPU) for poultry (broiler 
chickens and turkeys) in order to sell the birds to consumers on the farm 
and at Farmers Markets. He used no grants or loans for this venture, the 
only financial resources being his own out of pocket money.  Through 
the determined efforts of the Rhode Island Division of Agriculture and 
its Chief Ken Ayars, an agreement was reached thru a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the state Health Department that provides 
the Division with inspection authority relating to the MPU.  The license 
for the MPU is issued by the Rhode Island Department of Health with 
the assurance that any animal welfare and disease control issues are 
addressed by the Division of Agriculture. This takes some of the burden 
from the Health Department and creates a smoother transition in the 
farmer-state contact. Pat worked tirelessly on the unit in conjunction 
with health department and division officials until a MPU was built with 
specs that satisfied both.  The MPU consists of a “dirty area” and a 

“clean area”.  The dirty area consists of the kill area, the scalding tank 
and plucking machine that can process 4-6 birds at a time.  They go into 
the clean room where they are immediately placed in a chill tank before 
the actual evisceration and processing occurs.  Chipped ice is used for 
their chill tanks.  Processing is done once a month and takes about 9 
hours to process 250-300 birds.  6-8 workers take part in this one day 
affair and the cost per bird to process is approximately $2.65.  Offal is 
placed at the on farm compost pile and all parts of the birds are used 
except for the gizzards. 

This MPU came to fruition in Rhode Island due to the cooperation 
of two state agencies and the diligent efforts of a working farm manager 
who pushed for this venture to be successful.  It will take a greater effort 
in Connecticut since jurisdiction for any type of slaughterhouse in our 
state runs the gamut of local, state and federal agencies that include 
the local health districts, the State Health Department, the CT Depart-
ment of Consumer Protection, the CT Department of Agriculture, the CT 
Department of Environmental Protection, and the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.  When this many entities are involved in decision-
making processes, it can take time to get through the process.  Since 
the price of processing is expensive enough to our farmers without the 
added costs of shipping their animals to an out of state facility in order 
to get the job done, the one item that all are in agreement on is that a 
decision must be made in the near future.  More and more farms are 
producing livestock on a small scale and these animals must be pro-
cessed in a timely and economically feasible manner.

For more information about tours of this nature, please contact 
Joyce Meader, of the UConn Cooperative Extension System, who or-
ganizes many such educational trips, at:  joyce.meader@uconn.edu  

Governor Rell Announces Low-Interest Loans 
for Farm-related Businesses Affected by Frost

	 Governor M. Jodi Rell has announced that federal disaster loans 
are available to agricultural cooperatives, small businesses and private 
non-profit groups in Fairfield and Litchfield counties that suffered losses 
from frost and freezing weather this past spring.

The low-interest loans are available through the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration to recover damages incurred April 28-May 28.  

“Severe weather – any time of the year – can deliver a devastating 
blow to the bottom line of small businesses. These emergency loans 



FRESH  FRUITS  &  VEGETABLES

Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices

NORTHEAST  EGG  PRICES  U.S.D.A.  
Sept 29, 2008

Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers, 
USDA Grade A and Grade A,  White Eggs In 

Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen

METROPOLITAN  AREA 
U.S.D.A. 

NEW   YORK PRICES
WHITE   EGGS

TO   RETAILERS
For   1 dozen,

Grade  A  eggs  on:
Sept 29, 2008

EXTRA LARGE	 111-115                                           
LARGE	 109-113                    
MEDIUM	 97-101

Above quotations based on 
CARTON sales to retailers.

EXTRA LARGE	 104-108
LARGE	 102-106
MEDIUM	 90-92

NEW ENGLAND GROWN
ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5lb		  9.00	 11.00
APPLE CIDER, 9-1/2 gallons	 16.00	 16.00
APLLES, Cortland 88ct exfcy	 28.00	 28.00
APPLES, Gala fancy 2-3/4 min	 28.00	 28.00
APPLES, Macoun exfcy bu 80ct	 38.00	 39.00
APPLES, Mcintosh 12 – 3lb bags	 24.00	 24.00
APPLES, Mcintosh 80ct exfcy	 32.00	 33.00
APPLES, Cortland Totes 8-5lb bags	 25.00	 26.00
BEANS, Green bu hand-picked	 52.00	 53.00
BEETS, 25lb Organic		  26.00	 26.00
BROCOLLI, 14ct			   13.00	 15.00
BROCOLLI, Cut Crown 20lb	 20.00	 23.00
CABBAGE, Green Organic 45lb	 29.00	 29.00
CABBAGE, Red 50lb		  6.00	 10.00
CORN STALKS, bundle		  4.25	 6.00
CORN, Ornamental 20/3’s mini	 14.00	 15.00
CORN, Ornamental 20/3’s		 26.00	 28.00
EGGPLANT, 1-1/9bu med 		 10.00	 14.00
GRAPES, Concord 8/1qt		  20.00	 22.00
LEEKS, 12ct			   14.00	 14.00
LETTUCE, Green Leaf 24ct Organic	 30.00	 30.00
PEARS, Bosc 2-1/2” min 4/5bu	 24.00	 26.00
PEARS, Red D’Anjou 4/5bu	 26.00	 28.00
PEPPERS, Cubanelles turning red lge 1-1/9 	10.00	 12.00
PEPPERS, Turning Red 1-1/9 bu	 8.00	 9.00
PEPPERS, Green lge 1-1/9 bu	 8.00	 8.00
PEPPERS, Green xlge 1-1/9 bu	 12.00	 13.00
POTATOES, Round White Chef 50lb	 16.00	 18.00
PUMPKINS, Howden 36in bin med-lge	 150.00	200.00
PUMPKINS, Pie Type 36bin	 210.00	210.00
PUMPKINS, Sugar 1-1/9 bu	 12.00	 14.00
SQUASH, Acorn 1-1/9 bu med/lge	 12.00	 16.00
SQUASH, Butternut 1-1/9 bu med-lge	 13.00	 16.00
SQUASH, Yellow  ½  bu sm-med 	 16.00	 18.00
SQUASH,  Zucchini ½ bu med	 8.00	 10.00
TOMATOES, Heirloom 10lb med-lge	 30.00	 33.00

NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCTION
 MONDAY, September 29, 2008

            Bulk/              High/         Low Dressing
Slaughter Cows:

	 Breakers            75-80% lean  
		  58.00-61.00   61.00-62.00    56.00-58.00
	 Boners              80-85% lean  
		  55.00-58.00   58.00-59.00    53.50-55.00 
	 Lean                85-90% lean  
		  52.00-55.00   55.00-57.00    48.00-52.00   
Slaughter Bulls: Yield Grade 1-2  
		  1000-1935 lbs 	 69.00-74.00
Bullocks:  875-1215 lbs 74.00-79.00

Slaughter Lambs: Wooled & Shorn 
	 Choice and Prime 2-3  
			   40-50 lbs 	 122.00-140.00
			   50-60 lbs 	 140.00-156.00
			   60-70 lbs 	 108.00-146.00
			   70-80 lbs 	 110.00-126.00
			   80-90 lbs 	 80.00-98.00
			   90-110 lbs 	 84.00-106.00 
			   110-130 lbs 	 76.00-106.00
	 Slaughter Ewes: Good 1-2  
			   120-160 lbs 	 30.00-50.00
			   160-200 lbs	 54.00-66.00

	 Slaughter Bucks:  125-210 lbs 46.00-56.00
Slaughter Goats:  All goats are Selection 
1 sold by the head, on estimated weights.
		  Kids: 	40-50 lbs 	 60.00-80.00
			   50-60 lbs 	 78.00-84.00
			   60-70 lbs 	 90.00-110.00
			   80-90 lbs 	 104.00
	 Nannies/Does: 80-130 lbs 60.00-84.00.  
	 Slaughter Bucks/Billies: 
			   100-150 lbs 	 166.00
			   150-250 lbs 	 146.00-166.00     

NEW HOLLAND,PA HOG AUCTION 
Mon September 29, 2008  

Hogs sold by actual weights, prices quoted by 
hundred weight.       
  Percent Lean          Weight           Price
     49-54		 220-270 lbs     58.00-60.00
     45-49             	 220-270 lbs     55.00-58.00
     40-45             	 220-270 lbs     52.00-55.00
                       	 270-300 lbs     49.00-51.50
                       	 300-370 lbs     45.00-48.00
Sows:  US 1-3	 300-500 lbs     48.00-52.00
                       	 500-700 lbs     52.00-55.75           
Boars:                 	300-700 lbs     13.00-14.00 

NEW BEDFORD 
WHALING CITY SEAFOOD 

DISPLAY AUCTION
SEA SCALLOPS LANDINGS & 

PRICES IN 1,000 LBS 
DATE 9/29/08

SPECIES SEA SCALLOPS                                                                          
                            LBS MIN HIGH
U/10 GEORGES  7.2  900  10.15
U/12                     	0.0  780     780
10/20                  11.3  780     795

NEW BEDFORD
WHALING CITY SEAFOOD 

DISPLAY AUCTION
FISH LANDINGS AND PRICES 

IN 1,000 LBS & $/CWT 
DATE 9/29/08

SPECIES          LBS  MIN  HIGH
HADDOCK	 3.3    151     223
HADD SCRD    	3.0    127     157
OD LGE            	0.3    203     203
  MKT                	4.4    162     212
  SCRD             	0.5    143     182
POLLOCK      	 2.0    113     124
 POLL MED	 0.4    120     120
 SCRD 1/         	 0.0    112      112

WOLF             	 0.0    130      130
CUSK                               	 0.0      82       82
HAKE LGE                         	 0.3     211     221
 MED                             	 0.5     141     141
 SML                             	 0.2     100     110
OCN PRCH                         	 1.7      80        82
DABS LGE                         	 0.2     132     132
  MED                            	 0.7     119     119
  SML                            	 3.8      93        99
GREYSOLE LGE 		  0.0     607     607
  MED                            	 0.2     512     512
  SML                            	 1.7     240     253
LEMONSOLE                        	1.3     209     222
LGE GEO BLACKBACKS	 5.2     196     214
MIXED GEORGES BB	 3.2     173     179
BLACKBACKS CHAN LGE	 0.2     186     186
  SML                            	 0.9     167     167
  PEEWEE                         	 0.1     132     132
YELLOWTAIL LGE		 3.3     154     169
  SML                            	 3.5     107     131
MONKTAIL LGE			   1.9     340     503
  SML                            	 1.2     333     347
SKATE WINGS                     12.7      69       69
MAKO SHARK                       0.3     112      132

Middlesex   Livestock   Auction
Middlefield, CT. September 29, 2008

Live animals brought the following average 
prices per cwt.:
Bob Calves:	                         Low	            High
  45-60 lbs.	 28.00	 36.00
  61-75 lbs.	 42.00	 46.00
  76-90 lbs.	 58.00	 65.00
  91-105 lbs.	 68.00	 75.00
  106 lbs. & up	 78.00	 80.00
Farm Calves	 85.00	 200.00
Started Calves	 35.00	 40.00
Veal Calves	 94.00	 115.00
Open Heifers	 72.50	 94.00
Feeder Steers	 85.00	 102.50
Stock Bulls	 80.00	 107.50
Beef Bulls	 50.00	 70.00
Replacement Heifers	 1 @	 1280.00
Sows		  1 @	 20.00
Feeder Pigs each	 37.50	 47.50
Sheep each	 45.00	 75.00
Lambs each	 60.00	 180.00
Goats each	 50.00	 100.00
Kid Goats each	 22.50	 55.00
Canners  	 Up to 	 51.75
Cutters 		  52.00	 54.00
Utility Grade Cows	 55.00	 60.00
Rabbits each	 5.00	 18.00
Chickens each	 4.00	 17.00
Ducks each	 3.00	 8.00
Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction. 



ADVERTISEMENTS

help provide the safety net that owners and operators need to get back 
on their feet,” Governor Rell said.

Eligible small businesses, agriculture cooperatives and non-profit 
groups may qualify for loans of up to $2 million at an interest rate of 4 
percent and terms of up to 30 years.

For more information, contact the SBA:
•	 By phone – 800-659-2955
•	 By e-mail – disastercustomerservice@sba.gov
•	 On the Web – www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance
The deadline for applications is April 14, 2009.

LOW-INTEREST LOANS CONTINUED FROM Page 1

FOURTH ANNUAL TOMATO CONTEST
The Connecticut Department of Agriculture held its fourth annual 

tomato contest for our office building neighbors in Hartford, Tuesday, 
September 9th.  Our contest winners for the 2008 Tomato Contest were: 
Third Prize: Rose Mitchell, CT Department of Public Works; Second 
Prize: once again, our second year in a row second place, Janita Hamel, 
CT Department of Consumer Protection: and our First Prize Winner: 
Jo Szela, from CT Department of Public Works is pictured here with 
Commissioner Prelli. We appreciate the participation and commitment 
of all farmers—
big and small, 
including our 
home garden-
ing co-workers 
at the State of 
Connec t i cu t . 
Commissioner 
Prelli and the 
Marketing staff 
at The Connect-
icut Department 
of Agriculture 
once again say 
congratulations 
to our winners!  

	 FOR SALE
1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT. 

Beekeepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available 
through Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-
8049, 1-877-267-8323 or ddonahue01@comcast.net.

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive 
rates.  1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323  or ddonahue01@comcast.
net, Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency.

4-R.  Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms, 
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases, 
30 doz and 15 doz.  Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

123-R.  Battery powered price computing scales with state com-
pliance, battery powered cash registers, repair of all types of scales. 
(800) 403-5919.

204-R.  Wagoneer loader, fits Ford or any small machine - $425 or 
best offer.  Must sell. (203) 758-2002.

205-R. Hereford heifer, 4 months, nice 4H project - $550. Boer 
goats and Scottish blackface sheep, females. Standard donkey 4 mos. 
Jack - $550. Case VAC tractor - $1,000. (860) 537-1974.

206-R.  Mums: 9-inch pots – huge! Ornamental cabbage, Kale 
8-inch pots. Other sizes available. For special prices and delivery call 
Woodland Gardens, Manchester (860) 643-8474.

208-R.  Stoneridge Farm, fast growing feeder pigs, Yorkshire, Lan-
drace cross ready to go. (203)457-1017. 

209-R.  Rough sawn lumber, fence boards, trailer planks, stakes, 
custom and portable sawing available. (203) 788-2430. 

210-R.  Farmall Super “C” tractor with loader, wide frontend, new 
tires, 3pt hitch, good condition - $3,000. (203) 623-2956.

211-R.  Hay for sale: $7 per bale – second cut. Pick up in Guilford. 
(203) 640-9928.

212-R.  1-1/8 bushel wooden apple boxes in good condition. Call 
Bussa Orchards (860) 633-2387, South Glastonbury.

213-R.  Christmas greens, wreaths, kissing balls, roping, many siz-
es and varieties. Samples gladly shown. We deliver. (203) 457-1344.

214.  New Holland 316 baler with 70 thrower, very clean and 
straight. JD 115 Rockflex harrows, JD494 corn planter, Kuhn 440 ted-
der. (203) 232-9876.

215-R.  Premium honey, cut comb and bees’ wax candles. If you 
want the best, I have it. Willie’s Honey. (860) 824-0638.

216-R  JD 5420 2-wheel drive with rops - $15,500.  6200 2-wheel 
drive with rops - $15,500.  Farmall 300 rowcrop - $2,500.  IH 784 with 
cab - $10,500.  JD 4020 power shift side consol - $11,500.  MF 375 new 
motor - $6,500.  JD 336 baler.  NH 311 baler with thrower - $6,500.  IH 
1-row corn chopper - $1,500.  2 PTO generators.  1 new 8-ton running 
gear new tires - $1,600.  2 firedome 3-ton grain bins - $1,500 each.  JD, 
IH front rear weights.  2nd and 3rd cut alfalfa hay. (203) 530-4953.

217.  Boer buck, full blood, three years old, proven breeder.  For 
information call (203) 364-9279.

218-R.  Apples – Macs, Cortland, Delicious, some Mcowan. Pump-
kins, large and small. Gourds, munchkins.  Also, Butternut and Acorn 
squash. Pickup at the farm in South Glastonbury.  (800) 633-7933.

221-R.  Registered Hereford cattle for sale. Cow-calf pairs, bred 
heifers, breeding bulls, steers. (860) 693-2052.

WANTED
83-R.  Wanted: Land to Lease: Small, outdoor recreational club 

seeks lease of properties with wetlands, fields and woodland.  Looking 
for long possible term arrangements.  References available.  Leave 
message  860-303-5252.

199-R.  Clamp on fork lift forks, for tractor bucket wanted.  Call for 
information at (860) 642-6851.

200-R.  Apple cider press wanted – Looking to buy old, hand turn 
or small motorized apple press that works or could work if repaired. 
Please call (203) 834-0065.

MISCELLANEOUS
7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real 

Estate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience 
and 40 years of finance.  Representing both Buyers and Sellers.  Call 
Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

8-R.  Horse properties, Farms and Land.  Ralph’s the man spe-
cializing in all types of Real Estate.  With a lifetime of agricultural and 
business experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers 
and sellers and make your dreams come true.  Call Ralph Winn with 
Century 21 Alaimo & Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or visit the website at 
www.winwithWINN.com.

195-R.  Bushiness opportunities Village of Wapping@ Buckland 
Hills: 20 acre calander scene farm, 27.000 cars per day,  yet rural.  
NNN land leases, %gross. Must have Financial H.P. Strong work ethic. 
(1) Pony Hay Rides, (2) Home grown Restaurants, (3) Ice Cream Barn,  
(4) B&B (8bdrm) Farm HomeStays, (5) Mini Golf,  (6) Farm Market 
General  Store Deli. Hilltop site, 100 mile view for Hotel Convention 
center. God Bless, I am Bill Krawski, owner, dirt farmer -  130 Buckland 
Rd. South Windsor, Ct 06074,  860-644-8486 or 860-707-5727.

219-R.  60,000 SF of wholesale greenhouse growing space for 
lease.  Easy access to major interstate highways. Temperature alarm 
system and back up generator available. Call Clint Charter, Wallace-
Tustin Realty 860-558-3908.

220-R.  Extra income for farm owners in CT. - $200 per ten acres 
is donated to farms for the use of the land for outdoor activities. Details 
at www.ctwhitetailassociation.com (860) 573-5155.
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Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation (Act of Au-

gust 12, 1970; Section 3685, Title 39, United States Code), showing 
the ownership, management, and circulation of the Connecticut Weekly 
Agricultural Report published weekly at 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, 
CT  06106 for September 1, 2008.

Publication Title: Connecticut Weekly Agricultural Report. Publi-
cation Number: 1059-8723.  Filing Date: 9-15-08.  Issue Frequency: 
Weekly except Thanksgiving, Christmas, one week in June and one 
week in September and when the Governor closes state offices. Num-
ber of Issues Published Annually: 48. Annual Subscription Price: $20. 
Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: Connecticut 
Department of Agriculture, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106. 
Contact Person: Jessey Ina-Lee. Phone: (860) 713-2503. Complete 
Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Pub-
lisher: Same as Mailing address above. The names and addresses of 
the publisher, editor, managing editor are as follows:  Publisher, Con-
necticut Department of Agriculture, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT  
06106; Editor, Jessey Ina-Lee, Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 
165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT  06106; Managing Editor, Robert R. 
Pellegrino, Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 165 Capitol Avenue, 
Hartford, CT  06106.  The owners are the Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT  06106, and there are no 
known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or 
holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages or other 
securities.

Publication Title: Connecticut Weekly Agricultural Report. Issue 
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0.  Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation 919; Free Distribution by 
Mail/Outside-County 34; Free Distribution by Mail/In-County 8; Other 
Classes Mailed through the USPS 0.  Free Distribution Outside the Mail 
(carrier, or other means) 38; total free distribution 80; total distribution 
999; Copies Not Distributed 101; Total 1,100; Percent Paid and/or Re-
quested Circulation 92%.  

Extent and Nature of Circulation: No. Copies of Single Issue Pub-
lished Nearest to Filing Date: The actual total number of copies printed 
950; Paid/Requested Outside-County 614; Paid In-County Subscrip-
tions 188; Sales through dealers and carriers, street vendors, counter 
sales and other non-USPS paid distribution 0; Other Classes Mailed 
through the USPS 0.  Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation 802; 
Free Distribution by Mail/Outside-County 33; Free Distribution by Mail/
In-County 8; Other Classes Mailed through the USPS 0.  Free Distribu-
tion Outside the Mail (carrier, or other means) 27; total free distribution 
68; total distribution 870; Copies Not Distributed 80; Total 950; Percent 
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I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and com-
plete.   Jessey Ina-Lee, Editor

College of Ag & Natural Resources' 
CORNUCOPIA fest 
Sunday, October 5, 2008

11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Rain or shine
For information, check out the website at 

http://www.cag.uconn.edu/CANR/cfest08/pages/schedule.html


