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NOTES from the DEPARTMENT. . .

ENHANCED FEDERAL INCOME TAX BREAKS FOR
FARMLAND PRESERVATION EXTENDED THROUGH 2009
by Katherine Winslow, Property Agent,

Farmland Preservation Program, DoAg

Well, if you missed the opportunity prior to the close of 2007, you
are in luck. You have until December 31, 2009 to take advantage of
expanded federal tax incentives for conserving your land. According
to Land Trust Alliance President Rand Wentworth, “If you're a farmer
you could pay no federal income taxes for 16 years” (The Wall Street
Journal, February 7, 2007)

Now that’s worth exploring. Many farmers have a desire to maintain
their land in agricultural use and protect it for future generations of farm-
ers. They may see the only option for protecting the land and generat-
ing income as selling the development rights to the State. But the State
can’t protect every farm, not through purchase anyway.

Farmers may not have considered the option of granting a conser-
vation easement on their farm to a qualified entity, such as the Con-
necticut Farmland Trust or a local land trust. A conservation easement
may be donated outright or sold at a rate below its fair market value
(also known as a “bargain sale”) to a land trust, the State, or other gov-
ernment entity that is willing, qualified and appropriate to monitor and
enforce the easement provisions.

Some may think a gift of an easement is not feasible, impractical
or just plain stupid. Well maybe, but maybe not. Restricting use of the
land voluntarily by a gift of a conservation easement was made much
more attractive by the Pension Reform Act of 2006 (PRA 2006) and
most recently, the 2008 Farm Bill.

The 2008 Farm Bill effectively extends the sunset on enhanced fed-
eral tax incentives, enacted by the PRA 2006, until the end of calendar
year 2009. Therefore, farmers have a year and one half to plan, co-
ordinate and execute a qualified conservation easement that enables
farmers to take advantage of the following financial incentives:

o Deduct the value of the easement up to 50% of your adjusted
gross income, or, if more than half of your taxable income is gener-
ated on the farm, up to 100% of your AGlI [as opposed to 30% prior
to PRA 2006]

o Deduct up to the allowable limit of your AGI for a period of 15
years following the year of the gift [as opposed to 5 years prior to
PRA 2006]

If you do the math, you might be surprised to find that donating a
conservation easement to charity may work better for you financially

than you think by letting you keep income in your pocket rather than
paying Uncle Sam and avoiding the capital gains tax on a sale of your
highly appreciated farmland. AND you preserve the land as you always
hoped you would — and could — do.

Providing for larger tax deductions encourages farmland conserva-
tion. These expanded tax provisions enable more farmers to use up the
value of a conservation easement because they can write the donation
off against more of their income for a longer period of time, thus taking
full advantage of the intended federal income tax benefit.

If you would like to explore this option, you may contact the Farm-
land Preservation Program for more information at: 860-713-2511,
www.ct.gov/doag or contact: CT Farmland Trust at 860-247-0202, www.
ctfarmland.org or Land Trust Alliance at 202-638-4725, www.lta.org

Always consult your tax and legal advisors for counsel on your own
personal financial situation and the details of the law. Please note these
conservation-friendly tax provisions may become permanent through
subsequent legislation if advocates are successful, however there is
no guarantee at this time. Thus far, lobbying efforts seeking to make
the tax incentives permanent have resulted in the temporary two-year
extension currently in effect.

DIRECT & COUNTER-CYCLICAL PAYMENT SIGNUP
UNDERWAY IN NEW FARM BILL

Bonnie E. Burr, State Executive Director of USDA's Farm Service
Agency in Connecticut says that signup began June 25, 2008 for the
2008 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment Program (DCP) which helps
deliver certainty for the crop year and the option of a timely advance
payment. Contracts are available at USDA County Service Centers
and signup will continue until September 30, 2008. USDA's DCP readi-
ness follows the June 12th availability of marketing assistance loan
and loan deficiency payment (LDP) provisions, within three weeks of
commodity title enactment.

"Within weeks of its becoming law, we began to put a farm bill into
the field and out into the country," said SED Burr. “USDA does what its
employees do best: putting words into action and delivering results.”

Producers can fill out their 2008 DCP contract at any USDA Service
Center. Producers can also sign-up online. They can choose payment
options, assign crop shares and sign and submit their contracts from
any computer with Internet access. They can also view and print sub-
mitted contract options.

MORE FARM BILL ON PAGE 4
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NORTHEAST EGG PRICES U.S.D.A. METROPOLITAN AREA
July 21, 2008 FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES U.S.D.A.
Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers, NEW YORK PRICES
USDA Grade A and Grade A, White Eggs In NEW ENGLAND GROWN WHITE EGGS
Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5lb 10.00 10.00 TO RETAILERS
EXTRA LARGE 88-92 APPLE ClDER, 4/1 Gallon 13.00 13.00 For 1 dozen,
LARGE 86-90 BEAN SPROUTS, cartons 12 120z pkgs ~ 9.50  9.50 Grade A eggs on:
MEDIUM 65-68 BEANS, Green bu machine CT 14.00 18.00 July 21, 2008
BEANS, Wax bu 24.00 28.00 E:FT{E/E LARGE gg-g?
BLUEBERRIES, 12/1pt pulp CT 24.00 26.00 -
M'DDL,\'/EIS:E; eb%ﬁsﬁzgf 2’8(%CTION BLUEBERRIES, 12/1-pts with lids 22.00 24.00 MEDIUM _ 73-87
Live animals brought thé foIIowir;g average BROSEOL, TG LD 200 ét;‘ca/Teg;otalnons based on
prices per cwt.: CHERRIES, Tart 20lb CT 48.00 48.00 sales to retailers.
Bob Calves:  Low  High ggﬁi?i[;_glab;g;’smbd 1?88 1?'88
45-60 Ibs. . . o IS EEL : :
6175 loe. S 20 CORN,5dzCT 20.00 24.00 WHAI’:‘IE"C‘;’ gﬁ?{':so&'?:oon
76-90 Ibs. 4500 5000 CUCUMBERS, Pickles % bu 10.00 12.00
91-105 Ibs. 5000 6000 CUCUMBERS, Select 1-1/9bu 12.00 12.00 DISPLAY AUCTION
106 Ibs. & up 5500 6500 CUCUMBERS, Super Select 1-1/9bu CT 16.00 16.00 SEA SCALLOPS LANDINGS &
Farm Calves 58.00 7000 NECTARINES, 1/2bu, 2-1/2up 26.00 28.00 PRICES IN 1,000 LBS
Started Calves 2400 3600 PEACHES, % bu 2-1/2 min 24.00 24.00 DATE 7/21/08
Veal Calves 40.00 11500 PEACHES, White 1/2bu 2-1/2up 26.00 28.00 | SPECIES SEA SCALLOPS
Open Heifers 6500 8250 PLUMS, Methley 1/2bu 28.00 28.00 LBS MIN HIGH
Beof Heifers 70,00 7750 PLUMS, Early Gold 1/2bu 28.00 28.00 | 10720 CHANNEL 35.9 720 730
Fooder Steers 60.00 9500 SQUASH, Gray % bumed CT 20.00 20.00 | U/MONLCA 39.3 700 725
Stock Bulls 5500 9000 SQUASH, Yellow % bumed CT 6.00 8.00 | UN2 08 705 705
Boars 1@ 300 SQUASH, Zucchini % bu sm-med CT 10.00 12.00 | 10720 00 705 705
Feeder Pigs each 40.00  60.00 SHIPPED IN U710 GEORGES 0.5 705 709
Sheep each 2750 6500 BEETS, Crate/lbunched NJ 10.00 12.00 | 10/20 30.0 685 720
Lambs each 50.00 11500 BOK CHOY, 50b NJ 16.00 16.00 | 10/20MIDATL 1.6 735 735
Goats each 40.00 14000 CABBAGE, Chinese 50lb Nappa NJ 16.00 16.00 | 20/30 26 705 730
Kid Goats each 2750 6500 CABBAGE, Green med NJ 13.00 14.00 NEW BEDFORD
Canners Up to 5059 EGGPLANT, 1-1/9bu med nj 14.00 16.00 WHALING CITY SEAFOOD
Cutters 5400 5800 LETTUCE, Boston 24ct Greenhouse CAN 14.00 15.00 DISPLAY AUCTION
Utility Grade Cows 5900 6700 LETTUCE, Green Leaf 24ct NY 10.00 12.00 FISH LANDINGS AND PRICES
Rabbits each 500 2000 LETTUCE, Romaine, 24ct CAN 10.00 13.00 IN 1,000 LBS & $/CWT
Chickens each 300 1500 PEPPERS, GreenBell 1-1/9buxige NJ  21.00 22.00 DATE 7/21/08
Ducks each 400 1000 POTATOES, Red 10 5-Ib bags VA 24.00 25.00 | SPECIES LBS MIN HIGH
Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction. POTATOES, Round white sz A DEL 18.00 19.00 HADDOCK 6.8 151 202
: : : HADD SCRD 459 106 128
NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCTION Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices GILLNET LGE COD
MONDAY, July 21, 2008 ) . 0.1 210 210
Bulk/ High/ Low Dressing g'-g‘éebuﬁzhig:ﬁ' e’:{:rggféz are Srﬁft"’” MKT 04 136 142
SLAUGHTER COWS: ,SIaughter Kide: 50-60 Ibs 62.00.76 go : SCRD 1/ 00 123 123
Premium White ~ 65-75% lean 5070 lbs. - 62.00.72.00 COD LGE 12 210 212
66.00-69.50 70.00-72.00  ---------- 20.80 bs  74.00-78.00 MKT 246 100 139
Breakers 75-80% lean 80-90 Ibs 84.00-10.4 00 SCRD 6.0 90 122
63.00-65.50 66.00-68.00 57.00-60.00 90100 Ibs  85.00-118.00 MIXED COD 00 66 66
Boners 80-85% lean 90-100 Ibs 98.00 ) POLLOCK 71 52 57
59.50-63.00 62.50-64.00 ----------- ' POLL MED 25 46 58
Lean 85-90% lean . 100-110 Ibs 100.00-110.00  gopp 01 57 57
2o Nannies/Does: 80-130 Ibs 78.00-96.00
55.00-59.00 60.00-62.00 50.00-54.00 130180 Ibs 72.00.92 00 WOLF 04 107 115
SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1-2 Bucks/Billies: 100150 Ibs 140.00.158.00  CYUSK 00 30 30
1180-2005 Ibs 69.00-74.00 : : ' HAKE LGE 01 M2 114
SLAUGHTER LAMBS WOOLED & SHORN: NEW HOLLAND,PA HOG AUCTION FOR  MED 0.1 99 99
Choice and Prime 2-3 Mon July 21, 2008 SML 0.0 63 63
50-60 Ibs  142.00-146.00 Hogs sold by actual weights, prices quoted HLBT 0.0 709 709
60-70 Ibs  128.00-136.00 by hundred weight. DABS LGE 02 141 175
70-80 Ibs  124.00-134.00 Percent Lean Weight Price MED 07 16 180
80-90 Ibs  122.00-130.00 49-54 220-270 Ibs  52.00-55.00  SML 50 88 115
90-110 Ibs  112.00-128.00 270-300 Ibs  52.50-54.50 SAND DABS 01 71 71
110-130 Ibs 114.00-120.00 45-49 220-270 Ibs  48.25-51.25 GREYSOLE LGE 0.1 471 481
Slaughter Ewes Good and Choice 1-3 270-300 Ibs  48.00-50.00 MED 0.5 376 401
70-80 Ibs  60.00 40-45 220-270 Ibs  38.00-42.50  SML 84 178 227
80-90 Ibs  62.00 Sows: US 1-3  300-700 Ibs  12.00-15.00 LEMONSOLE 13 176 190
120-160 Ibs 38.00-56.00 Boars: 300-700 Ibs  8.00-9.00 LGE GEO BLACKBACKS 6.9 184 207
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ADVERTISEMENTS

FOR SALE

1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT.
Beekeepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available
through Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-
8049 or ddonahue01@comcast.net..

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive
rates. 1-800-554-8049 or ddonahue01@comcast.net, Blumenthal/Do-
nahue Insurance Agency.

4-R. Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms,
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases,
30 doz and 15 doz. Also hay for sale - $5.00 per bale. For more infor-
mation call Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

10-R. CT Grown Mesh Bags - The Connecticut Department of Ag-
riculture has CT Grown Mesh Bags for sale. These bags are super
strong and exceptionally attractive. The dimensions are 16” | x 5” w x
12” h. They are being sold by the case (40 per case) for $156.16. For
more information or to order, please call (860) 713-2503.

12-R. Rough sawn lumber, fence boards, trailer planks, stakes,
mantles, portable and custom sawing available. (203) 788-2430.

115-R. Spare parts for Grimm hay tedders for sale. For more infor-
mation call (860) 684-3458 Sylvan Tetrault.

118-R. Registered Nubian doe kids. Three beautiful brown and
white with black dorsal stripe. Call (860) 659-3426.

123-R. Battery powered price computing scales with state compli-
ance, battery powered cash registers, repair of all types of scales. For
more information call (800) 403-5919.

144-R. Property for sale/Business opportunity: Retail garden cen-
ter on CT shoreline. Includes greenhouses, 3 story barn, restored 19th
century farmhouse w/inlaw suite. 1.62 acre corner lot at busy intersec-
tion 1 mile from 1-95 with >300ft of waterfront on state-owned lake. Turn
key operation. Owners seeking retirement. Priced to move @ $850,000
firm. No agents. (860) 984-3196.

145-R. Tomato, pepper, eggplant, hardwood stakes, horse fence
boards, rough lumber. Staehly Products (860) 873-9774.

148. Irrigation system, 3 acre coverage, 3” pipe, all fittings and
trailer. $2,500. Call (860) 289-5188.

152-R. Round 4x4 hay bales, dry and silage grass or alfalfa. All
plastic wrapped. (860) 884-2889.

154-R. Hay for sale — 4 x 4 round bales. Call (203) 484-0664.

159-R. Boer goats and Scottish blade-face sheep, miscellaneous
sizes. Case Vac tractor - $1,000. Sitrex ST520 tedder, 17’ - $1,500. JD
360, 6 bottom plow, 14’ - $1,200. JD 315 transport harrow with buster
bar - $2,000. INT 350 transport harrow, 12’, $1,500. Heil steel dump
trailer, 22’ with hyd. canvas - $4,000. 1987 CAT D4H dozer with cab
2,000 hours - $30,000. (860) 537-1974.

161-R. Feed hay that has been rained on. Mulch hay. $3.00 per
bale. Lebanon (860) 642-6856.

163-R. JD 5420 1900 hrs, 2 wheel drive - $15.500. JD 6200 2
wheel drive - $15,500. Massey 375 new motor - $6,500. JD 4520 -
$8,000. NH 311 baler with thrower - $6,500. NH 565 311 with chute
and hitch. PTO generators. New and used kicker wagons. JD & IH
front and rear weights. New 4 star tedder. Pequea 11ft rotary rake. 2
JD 730 diesels. 2 Fiberdome, 3-ton grain bins. IH 7ft dynabalanced
3pt mower. Cub 184 with mower - $3,000. NH 100 bushel pto manure
spreader. NH tandem axel manure spreader. Case IH 5420 round
baler - $4,500. Farmall 300. Hillsboro 28’ gooseneck trailer. For more
inofrmation call (203) 530-4953.

165-R. Finished beef for sale — purchase by hanging weight at lo-
cal slaughter house. (203) 530-4953.

167-R. Irrigation Equipment: Chevy propane Berkley 6”-5” pump,
pto Marlow 6”-5” pump, 2040ft Tico 5” pipe, 9000+ft 2" w/Wade fittings,
Fitomate self-flushing filter. Call for pricing. Maple Lane Farms (860)
889-3766.

170. IH 430T baler, $750; MF 3pt, side delivery rake $250; Howse
3pt, 5’ Bush hog, $150; all work well, all manuals included, $1000 takes
all; (860) 872-0334 or (860) 803-9217.

171-R. Hardi Comby sprayer (160 gal) 3 point hitch, excellent con-
dition. (860) 653-3837.

175. East Haddam — Five acres (fields) for sale or lease for farming
or haying. (203) 634-8673.

176. H Farmall, good tires, new paint, King Cutter brush hog. (860)
583-5431.

177-R. N.H. Baler 268 good working condition, wagon hitch with
chutes. $750. (203) 393-1837.

WANTED

83-R. Wanted: Land to Lease: Small, outdoor recreational club
seeks lease of properties with wetlands, fields and woodland. Looking
for long possible term arrangements. References available. Leave
message 860-303-5252

168-R. Cedar posts for farm fencing. 7 foot minimum. Up to 150
needed. George (860) 918-5442.

174-R. Cash paid for junk equipment, tractors, plows, balers, parts,
etc. We pick up. Sam (203) 457-0314.

178. Corral panel 10ft or longer. In good shape and reasonable.
Call (860) 455-0312.

MISCELLANEOUS

7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real
Estate. Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience
and 40 years of finance. Representing both Buyers and Sellers. Call
Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

8-R. Horse properties, Farms and Land. Ralph’s the man spe-
cializing in all types of Real Estate. With a lifetime of agricultural and
business experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers
and sellers and make your dreams come true. Call Ralph Winn with
Century 21 Alaimo & Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or www.winwithWINN.
com.

164-R. For Rent: Vegetable stand with cooler on busy Route 22
in North Branford. Lots of produce available within 2 miles. For more
information call (203) 530-4953.

CHECK IT OUT! NEW CT GROWN WEBSITE

Buy CT Grown, along with its website www.BuyCTGrown.com, is
a new resource for CT Grown producers, related organizations and
businesses, and the public. It was launched in 2007 by CitySeed,
Inc. with grant funding and information provided by the CT Depart-
ment of Agriculture and other sources. Buy CT Grown is designed to
enhance other existing resources and offers free directory listings for
all members and technical and marketing services to paid members.
For more information, contact Ben Gardner at 203-773-3736 ext 303
or email ben@cityseed.org.
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WHOLE FOODS SEEKS LOCAL PRODUCE!

Whole Foods, West Hartford is look for producers in CT
who grow the following: potatoes, onions, sweet potatoes,
okra, heirloom/specialty eggplant, heirloom anything, garlic,
apricots, nectarines, plums, sugar baby watermelons, broccoli
rabbe, and asparagus.

If you'd like more information about how Whole Foods,
West Hartford can purchase some of the above products from
you please call Meg Bushsbaum at (860) 523-8500 or email at
Meg.Buchsbaum@wholefoods.com

ST nenem
SO
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FARM BILL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

USDA computes DCP payments using base acres and payment
yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. For
2008, eligible producers may request to receive an advance payment
of 22 percent of the direct payment for each commodity associated with
the farm. USDA will issue advance direct payments as soon as practi-
cal after enrollment. Final direct payments will be issued after October
1, 2008. Counter-cyclical payments vary depending on market prices,
and are issued only when the effective price for a commodity is below
its target price (which takes into account the direct payment rate, market
price and loan rate).

Since 2002, USDA has issued approximately $40 billion in DCP
payments to America's agricultural producers. Participants must submit
the completed DCP contract by September 30, 2008. Applications filed
after this date will not be approved.

The online, electronic DCP (or eDCP) service saves producers time,
reduces paperwork and speeds contract processing at USDA Farm Ser-
vice Agency offices. It is available to all producers who are eligible to
participate in DCP and who obtain eAuthentication accounts.

The electronic service is available by going to http://www.fsa.usda.
gov/FSA/edcp and clicking on "Access eDCP Service." To access the
service, producers must have an active USDA eAuthentication Level 2
account. To get a Level 2 account, producers must complete an online
registration form at http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov and then visit the
local USDA Service Center to verify their identity.  The service has
strict security measures to protect participants' private information. For
more information about DCP, which will include a fact sheet, go to the
DCP Web page at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home
&subject=dccp&topic=landing
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§ ORGANIC FRUITS AND VEGETABLES §
§ BEETS, 25LB CA 32.00 32.00 §
§ BLACKBERRIES, MED 12 - 1/2PT CA  20.00 20.00 §
§ BLUEBERRIES, 12 1-PINT NJ 51.00 51.00 §
§ CANTALOUPES, 2 CARTON AZ 34.00 34.00 §
§ CELERY, 2-1/2 DZ CA 55.00 55.00 §
§ GRAPES, FLAME 18/1-LB BAGS CA 36.00 36.00 §
§ GRAPEFRUIT, RED 7/10 BU CA 53.00 53.00 §
§ KALE, 12 CT 11.00 11.00 §
§ MESCULIN MIX, 3LB CA 8.00 8.00 §
§ MUSHROOMS, WHITE 10LB LGE PA 19.00 24.00 §
§ ONIONS, VIDALIA 12/3LB BAGS 34.00 34.00 §
S'WWWWWWWWWWWW»

EASTERN REGION MILK REVIEW

MADISON, WI. July 16, 2008 - Even acknowledging the time estab-
lished cycle of declining summer milk production, the sense throughout
the region is that currently there is somewhat more milk availability than
might be expected at this time of year. Suggestions as to reasons in-
clude: somewhat softer Class | demand; weather in many areas that
has not reached typical seasonal heat/humidity extremes; and possi-
bly, some farmers keeping more cows producing in response to prices.
NORTHEAST plant managers report continuing heavy supplies of milk.
This factor, coupled with some plant down time for scheduled mainte-
nance last week, and anticipated maintenance down time at other plants
next week, has kept and is expected to keep plants very busy handling
the volume.
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Advertising Rates: Fifteen words or less $3.75 per insertion. For
ads of more than 15 words, 25 cents per word per insertion. Initial
letters, hyphenated words, phone numbers and addresses, etc., are
counted separately. Print or type copy. Publication on a specific date
cannot be guaranteed. Advertisements will be published on a first-
come-first serve basis. Ads must be received by noon the Friday before
a publication date to be considered for insertion. Only ads of an agri-
cultural nature with a Connecticut phone number will be accepted.
Remittance with copy required. Make checks or money order payable
to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture and mail to: Marketing
- Ag Report Classifieds, Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 165
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
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is published weekly (48 issues), except for Thanksgiving, Christmas,
when the Governor closes State offices, and two additional weeks, for
$20.00 per year (hard copy - email copies are free) by the Connecticut
Department of Agriculture, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
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