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NOTES from the DEPARTMENT. . .

JULY 2008 FOOD BORNE ILLNESS INVESTIGATION
Wayne Kasacek R.S., Asstistant Director
Bureau of Regulation & Inspection

On July 16th, 2008 the Connecticut Department of Agriculture be-
gan an investigation of a possible link between several reported iliness-
es and the consumption of Retail Raw Milk (unpasteurized milk). Re-
cently we concluded that investigation. The investigation was prompted
when the Department was notified by Connecticut Department of Public
Health (DPH) Epidemiologists of 2 reported illnesses in which both pa-
tients had consumed Retail Raw Milk from a dairy licensed to produce
Retail Raw Milk and pasteurized milk and milk products. The patients
were aged 2 and 7, one was on dialysis. After notifying the dairy of the
investigation, the dairy voluntarily stopped sale of all milk. Soon after
the initial 2 reported illnesses, DPH reported 2 additional cases linked to
the dairy. By the time we concluded our investigation a total of 7 known
individuals were sickened from consuming Retail Raw Milk and several
were hospitalized. The Retail Raw Milk implicated in this incident was
purchased from 2 separate national, natural food, chain store locations
and directly from the farm. None of the reported ilinesses were linked to
pasteurized milk and milk products produced at this dairy.

The individuals sickened had acquired a condition known as
Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (HUS) and one case of Thrombotic
Thrombocytopenic Purpura (TTP). HUS is a disorder that occurs
when an infection in the digestive system produces toxic substances
that destroy red blood cells. It often effects the kidneys. This disorder
is most common in children. It often occurs after a gastrointestinal
(enteric) infection, often caused by a type of Escherichia coli (E. coli)
bacteria, O157:H7. Unpasteurized (Raw) milk has been associated
with several outbreaks of E. coli O157:H7 infections in the U.S. Other
outbreaks of E. coli O157:H7 have been associated with undercooked
or raw hamburger (ground beef), unpasteurized fruit juices, alfalfa
sprouts, dry-cured salami, lettuce, game meats and from transmis-
sion from animals to humans from contact with infected animals. HUS
also can be caused by other enteric infections, including Shigella and
Salmonella, and some non-enteric infections. Patients with TTP have
clinical and pathologic features similar to patients with HUS.

In addition to Department of Agriculture staff, the investigation in-
volved the Connecticut Department of Public Health and local health
departments. After extensive testing of milk, milk contact surfaces, wa-
ter sources, the environment in and around the farm and processing

plant and, analysis of feces from each milking aged animal, the de-
partment obtained a genetic fingerprint match between E. coli O157:H7
recovered from the feces of 1 cow and E. coli O157:H7 isolated from 3
patients. Approximately 170 separate samples and specimens of milk,
water, feces and swabs of milk contact surfaces were analyzed by the
DPH Public Health Laboratory in a 3 week period.

A review of scientific literature reveals that E. coli O157:H7 as well
as other food borne pathogens most likely are introduced into milk by
contamination from animals shedding the organism in their feces. Direct
introduction of pathogens into the milk from the bloodstream is unlikely
but can not be ruled out. The department has concluded that the most
likely cause of this food borne illness outbreak was the consumption of
Retail Raw Milk contaminated with E. coli O157:H7. While good sanita-
tion and management practices can lower the incidence of pathogens in
raw milk we believe and studies support the position that pasteurization
is the only proven way to eliminate pathogens from raw milk.

The Connecticut Department of Public Health and the Food and
Drug Administration, and other public health authorities such as the
American Medical Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics,
the National Conference on Interstate Milk Shipments, the National As-
sociation of State Departments of Agriculture, the Association of Food
and Drug Officials, and National Association of State Public Health Vet-
erinarians all oppose the consumption of unpasteurized milk because
of the health risks.

Currently there are 16 producers licensed to produce Retail Raw
Milk in Connecticut. For every gallon of Retail Raw Milk sold in Connect-
icut 700 gallons of pasteurized milk is sold. Routine sampling and anal-
ysis of Retail Raw Milk alone costs the Department and DPH $1400/ yr
for each Retail Raw Milk producer versus $142/yr for producers of milk
for pasteurization. Among Connecticut respondents to a FoodNet popu-
lation survey done during 2005-2006: 50 of 1801 respondents (2.78%)
report raw milk consumption’.

1. Connecticut Department of Public Health

SIGN UP FOR TRADE SHOW NOW!

The New England State Departments of Agriculture, in cooperation
with agricultural organizations across the region, cordially invites you to
participate as an exhibitor in the upcoming Harvest New England Agri-
cultural Marketing Conference and Trade Show.

TRADE SHOW CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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NORTHEAST EGG PRICES U.S.D.A.

August 18, 2008
Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers,
USDA Grade A and Grade A, White Eggs In
Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen

EXTRA LARGE 113-116

LARGE 111-115

MEDIUM 72-75
MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Middlefield, CT, August 18, 2008
Live animals brought the following average
prices per cwt.:

Bob Calves: Low High
45-60 Ibs. 16.00 24.00
61-75 Ibs. 35.00 50.00
76-90 Ibs. 45.00 55.00
91-105 Ibs. 42.00 65.00
106 Ibs. & up 70.00 72.50

Farm Calves 80.00 180.00

Started Calves 18.00 26.00

Veal Calves 60.00 112.50

Open Heifers 85.00 90.00

Beef Heifers 60.25 65.00

Feeder Steers 73.00 90.00

Beef Steers 50.00 92.00

Stock Bulls 61.00 85.00

Beef Bulls 60.00 63.50

Sows 6.00 8.00

Feeder Pigs each 38.00 45.00

Sheep each 40.00 47.50

Lambs each 122.00 125.00

Goats each 77.50 92.50

Kid Goats each 20.00 57.50

Canners Up to 54.75

Cutters 55.00 57.00

Utility Grade Cows 58.00 66.25

Rabbits each 5.00 24.00

Chickens each 5.00 25.00

Ducks each 4.00 15.00

Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction.
The Auction will be held on Labor Day,
September 1, 2008 as usual.

NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCTION
MONDAY, August 18, 2008

Bulk/ High/ Low Dressing
SLAUGHTER COWS:
Breakers 75-80% lean

64.00-67.00 67.00-69.00 61.00-64.00
Boners 80-85% lean
60.00-64.00 64.00-66.00 58.00-60.00
SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1-2
1055-1535 lbs 71.00-75.50
1660-2030 lbs 65.00-69.00
SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn
Choice and Prime 2-3
40-50 Ibs 134.00-134.00
50-60 Ibs 130.00-142.00
60-70 Ibs 130.00-142.00
70-80 Ibs 130.00-136.00
80-90 Ibs 128.00-136.00
90-110 Ibs 116.00-128.00
SLAUGHTER GOATS: Goats are Selection 1,
sold by the head, on estimated weights.
Kids: 50-60 Ibs 76.00-94.00
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METROPOLITAN AREA
FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES U.S.D.A.
NEW YORK PRICES
NEW ENGLAND GROWN WHITE EGGS
ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5Ib 10.00 11.00 TO RETAILERS
APPLES, Ginger Gold Fancy bu 2-1/2 min26.00 28.00 Grggg /1 2022”'0 N
APPLES, Paula Red 12 — 3Ib bags 24.00 24.00 Auaust 1 392008'
APPLES, Paula Red 80ct exfcy 30.00 32.00 EXTRA LERGE ’ 120-124
APPLES, Paula Red Totes 8-5lb bags 25.00 25.00
BEANS, Green bu machine-picked 12.00 1400 | LARGE 118122
’ MEDIUM 82-86
BEANS, Wax 1-1/9 bu 22.00 25.00 Above quotations based on
BLUEBERRIES, 12/1-pts with lids 22.00 24.00 CARTON ol e
BROCOLLI, 14ct 10.00 11.00
BROCOLLI, Cut Crown 20Ib 13.00 14.00
CARROTS, 24 bunched 17.00 17.00
CORN, 5 dz CT 10.00 10.00
CUCUMBERS, Pickles bu 30.00 3500 | WHALING CITY SEAFOOD
CUCUMBERS, med 1-1/9bu 14.00 15.00 DISPLAY AUCTION
CUCUMBERS, large 1-1/9 bu 8.00 8.00 | SEASCALLOPS LANDINGS &
EGGPLANT, 1-1/9bu sm/med 10.00 12.00 PR'%i?éNgf{gf’&LBs
LEEKS, 12’s 16.00 20.00
MELON, Musk 6ct 10.00 12.00 | SPECIES SEASCALLOPS
MELON, Sugarbaby 6ct 10.00 12.00 LBS MIN HIGH
NECTARINES, 1/2bu, 2-1/2up 26.00 28.00 | U/10 CHANNEL 16.8 790 840
PEACHES, % bu 2-1/2 min 22.00 24.00 | 10/20 16.7 730 770
PEACHES, White 1/2bu 2-1/2up 26.00 28.00 | 20/30 3.2 755 760
PEARS, Clapp 2-1/2” min 4/5bu 26.00 27.00 | 30/40 0.2 755 755
PEPPERS, Cubanelles Ige 10.00 14.00 | 10720 ELEPHANT TRUNK
PEPPERS, Green ex Ige 1-1/9 bu 10.00 15.00 1.5 745 760
PEPPERS, Green med 1-1/9 8.00 8.00 | |020MIDATL 22710 725
PLUMS, Blue 20Ib 26.00 28.00 | 20/30 1.4 725 725
POTATOES, 50Ib chef 17.00 18.00 NEW BEDFORD
SQUASH, Yellow " bu med 10.00 14.00 | WHALING CITY SEAFOOD
SQUASH, Yellow % bu sm 16.00 16.00 DISPLAY AUCTION
SQUASH, Zucchini % bu sm-med 12.00 14.00 | FISH LANDINGS AND PRICES
TOMATOES, 8 qt basket 18.00 20.00 IN 1,000 LBS & $/CWT
TOMATOES, 20Ib box Ige 20.00 20.00 DATE 8/18/08
TOMATOES, Heirloom 10Ib 30.00 30.00 | SPECIES LBS MIN  HIGH
Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices HADDOGK ~ 0.0 = 257 257
HADD SCRD 0.3 196 196
60.70 Ibs 74.00-88.00 GILLNET LGE COD 01 235 235
70-80 Ibs 70.00-96.00 MKT 11 219 219
80-90 Ibs 96.00-108.00 SCRD 01 205 205
90-100 Ibs 96.00-98.00 COD LGE 03 213 312
Yearlings: 80-90 Ibs 100.00-112.00 MKT 21 251 251
100-110 Ibs 114.00-118.00 SCRD 06 222 222
Nannies/Does: 80-130 Ibs 71.00-90.00 MIXED COD 03 133 133
Bucks/Billies 100-150 Ibs 126.00-150.00 POLL MED 00 63 63
150-250 Ibs 152.00-176.00 WOLF 00 106 106
CUSK 00 37 37
NEW HOLLAND,PA HOG AUCTION  HAKE LGE 00 159 159
FOR Mon August 18, 2008 MED 00 8 82
Hogs sold by actual weights, prices quoted SML 0.0 61 61
by hundred weight. BLUEFISH DRESSED 0.7 22 35
Percent Lean Weight Price DABS SML 04 137 157
49-54 220-270Ibs  60.00-63.00 GREYSOLE LGE 01 507 507
270-300 Ibs ~ 57.00-60.00  MED 02 467 467
45-49 220-270Ibs ~ 57.00-60.00  SML 05 258 263
270-300 Ibs  54.00-57.00 BLCKBCKS CHANLGE 22 306 308
300-380 Ibs  50.00-53.50  SML 10.4 264 283
40-45 220-270Ibs  54.00-57.00  PEEWEE 13 197 197
300-380 Ibs ~ 46.00-49.50  YELLOWTAIL LGE 07 196 196
Sows:US 1-3 300-500 Ibs ~ 43.00-47.00 MONKTAIL LGE 14 242 425
500-700 Ibs ~ 47.00-50.00  SML 20 318 332
Boars: 300-700 Ibs  14.00 WHOLE MONKLGE 0.0 112 112
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ADVERTISEMENTS
FOR SALE 184. 1992 Wildcat Compost Turner, model #CX 750 ME, Cum-

1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT.
Beekeepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available
through Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-
8049 or ddonahue01@comcast.net..

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive
rates. 1-800-554-8049 or ddonahue01@comcast.net, Blumenthal/Do-
nahue Insurance Agency.

4-R. Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms,
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’'s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases,
30 doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

10-R. CT Grown Mesh Bags - The Connecticut Department of Ag-
riculture has CT Grown Mesh Bags for sale. These bags are super
strong and exceptionally attractive.

The dimensions are 16” | x 5" w x 12" h. They are being sold by the
case (40 per case) for $156.16.

For more information or to order, please call (860)713-2503.

12-R. Rough sawn lumber, fence boards, trailer planks, stakes,
mantles, portable and custom sawing available. (203) 788-2430.

93. Irrigation system — covers 3 acres. Complete with all fittings
plus trailer. $3,000 firm. Call (860) 289-5188 or (860) 289-5055 for
more information.

123-R. Battery powered price computing scales with state com-
pliance, battery powered cash registers, repair of all types of scales.
(800) 403-5919.

154-R. Hay for sale — 4 x 4 round bales. Call (203) 484-0664.

167-R. Irrigation Equipment: Chevy propane Berkley 6”-5" pump,
pto Marlow 6”-5” pump, 2040ft Tico 5” pipe, 9000+ft 2” w/Wade fittings,
Fitomate self-flushing filter. Call for pricing. Maple Lane Farms (860)
889-3766.

181-R. Four Ashire heifers, 18 months, ready to breed, good body
type, two with horns, two without - $900 each. One bull calf, 3 month -
$300. Halter broke. (860) 857-2446.

182-R. Wagon loader for Ford or medium size machine - $425 or
best offer. Must sell. (203) 758-2002.

TIME TO SIGN UP FOR
THE 2008 AGRITOURISM BROCHURE!!

We are in the process of compiling the 2008 Agritourism bro-
chure! If you would like your farm to have a free listing in this
brochure, an application is available a www.ctgrown.gov under
“Publications.”

The brochure will be distributed to schools for the annual CT
Grown For CT Kids Week, the first week of October (a collab-
orative effort with the CT Dept of Education for the CT Farm To
School Program). Then, we distribute them to all the Welcome
Centers throughout Connecticut, at all Department functions and
other related events throughout the season—and it is available
on the website and to the public upon request. Copies are also
sent to all Connecticut libraries and town halls as well!

This is a great opportunity to advertise your kid-friendly
agritourism to the public!! The deadline to receive your applica-
tion is August 24, 2008. Applications can be US Postal mailed,
emailed (jane.slupecki@ct.gov), or faxed (860-713-2516) back
to us. Mailed applications can be sent to: CT Dept of Agriculture,
Jane Slupecki/Agritourism Brochure, 165 Capitol Avenue, Rm
129, Hartford, CT 06106.

Thank you for your participation! Please do not hesitate to
contact Jane at (860) 713-2588 with any questions!

mins Diesel 177 HP, American Coupler Systems coupler for attaching
to a loader, complete with electric controls, serviced and ready to use
- $10,000 or best offer. 12'10” Taylor-Way Harrow with 20” smooth
discs - $2,000. 943 Bobcat loader - $4,500. Dresser 520B with cab and
4in1 bucket — needs transmission - $3,000. Call Greg in Connecticut
(860) 668-7371 x213.

189. Starter Flock, nine young ewes $75 each, one pure breed
Suffolks ram $200. One Guard donkey $200. Call (203) 453-9865.

190. Quality horse hay, Timothy/clover mix from fertilized fields,
larger 34-36" bales (no kicker bales) $6.00 per bale. (203) 453-9865.

191-R. For Sale: Approx 350 ft overhead trolley sys wi/trollies
beams are 8x5x3 $1200. J.D.#32 3ph wood splitter- 26" stroke $700.
Ford 801 Gas $3000; Ford 801 Diesel $3500; Ford 19 series loader
$750; Ford front snow plow $600; Fits Ford 1 spool hyd vavle complete
$500; New and used steel shelving; Wallace Gantry rolling crane &
more. Pete @ 860-267-4341

WANTED
83-R. Wanted: Land to Lease: Small, outdoor recreational club
seeks lease of properties with wetlands, fields and woodland. Looking
for long possible term arrangements. References available. Leave
message 860-303-5252.
192-R. Antique windmill wanted, working or in good condition.
(203) 298-8589.

MISCELLANEOUS

7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real
Estate. Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience
and 40 years of finance. Representing both Buyers and Sellers. Call
Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

8-R. Horse properties, Farms and Land. Ralph’s the man spe-
cializing in all types of Real Estate. With a lifetime of agricultural and
business experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers and
sellers and make your dreams come true. Call Ralph Winn, Century 21
Alaimo & Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or www.winwithWINN.com.

TRADE SHOW CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Whether you provide a product or service to farmers in New Eng-
land or have a unique product for a roadside stand, this is the show for
you. Over 700 attendees joined us for our first conference in February,
2007. Plans for 2009 are for even a bigger and better conference.

Growers from across the Northeast will convene in scenic Stur-
bridge, Massachusetts on February 25 & 26, 2009 at the Sturbridge
Host Hotel and Conference Center. Booth set up is on February 24,
2009 from 12:00 PM — 6:00 PM.

The conference is sponsored by all 6 New England State Depart-
ments of Agriculture and Harvest New England, in cooperation with
agricultural associations from across the region, including Community
Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA), Cooperative Development
Institute, Essex Buy Local, Federation of Massachusetts Farmers’
Markets, the Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership
(SEMAP), Vermont Farms! Association and more.

This unique marketing conference targets New England growers
interested in learning new marketing ideas or fine-tuning strategies for
business success. There will be multiple educational and networking
opportunities. The conference schedule will allow specific times for
attendees to visit the trade show to maximize your exposure.

Space is limited; return your registration form with payment as soon
as possible for the best space selection. Registration is $525.

For more information contact David Webber at 617-626-1754, Da-
vid.Webber@state.ma.us or Bonita Oehlke at 617-626-1753, Bonita.
Oehlke@state.ma.us.
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ORCHID PRODUCTION SPEAKER AT CONFERENCE

Orchids have become one of the most popular potted plants to pur-
chase. Orchids seem to be everywhere — on television, in home and
garden magazines and at your local garden center and greenhouse.
Over the past 20 years, production information generated by growers
and researchers has advanced to the point that orchids can be sched-
uled to flower in mass quantities throughout the year.

Dr. Erik Runkle from the Michigan State University will be speak-
ing on Friday, November 7, 2008 on Advanced Forcing Techniques for
Orchids at the New England Greenhouse Conference and Expo.

Dr. Runkle’s current research focuses on the flowering physiology
of orchids, temperature and light effects on bedding plants, and the
control of growth and development of herbaceous perennials.

If you are interested in growing orchids, take advantage of the op-
portunity to listen to Dr. Erik Runkle at the DCU Center in Worcester,
Massachusetts on November 7, 2008.

To be added to our mailing list to receive the 2008 New England
Greenhouse Conference Program or for more information, contact:
Cindy Delaney, Show Coordinator,

Delaney Meeting & Event Management, 1 Mill Street, Suite 301,
Burlington, VT 05404,

Phone: 802-865-5202, Fax: 802-865-8066, Email: info@negreen-
house.org or visit our web site: www.negreenhouse.org

Weekly

WHOLE FOODS SEEKS LOCAL PRODUCE!

Whole Foods, West Hartford is look for producers in CT who grow
the following: potatoes, onions, sweet potatoes, okra, heirloom/spe-
cialty eggplant, heirloom anything, garlic, apricots, nectarines, plums,
sugar baby watermelons, broccoli rabbe, and asparagus.

fonnecticut Department.of
165 Capil ' : _ ue
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If you'd like more information about how Whole Foods, West Hart-
ford can purchase some of the above products from you please call
Meg Bushsbaum at (860) 523-8500 or email at Meg.Buchsbaum@
wholefoods.com

WWWWWWW§
§ ORGANIC FRUITS AND VEGETABLES §
§ APPLES, BRAEBURN 100CT EXFCY 81.00 81.00 §
§ APPLES, FUJI 80°S XFCY CHILE 65.00 65.00 §
§ ARRUGULA, BABY 3LB 10.00 11.00 §
§ BANANAS 40LB 21.00 23.00 §
§ BLACKBERRIES, MED 12 — 1/2PT CA 24.00 25.00 §
§ BLUEBERRIES, 12 1-PINT NJ 52.00 52.00 §
§ CANTALOUPES, 2 CARTON 12CT CA  25.00 25.00 §
§ GRAPES, THOMPSON 19LB CA 32.00 32.00 §
§ GRAPEFRUIT, RED 7/10 BU 36CT CA 35.00 35.00 §
§ HONEYDEW, 2/3 CART 5°S CA38.00 38.00 §
§ LEMONS, 115CT CA 91.00 91.00 §
§ MESCULIN MIX, 3LB CA 7.50 8.00 §
§ MUSHROOMS, SHITAKE 3LB PA 21.00 23.00 §
§ MUSHROOMS, WHITE 10LB LGE PA 19.00 23.00 §
§ NECTARINES, 40-42CT 32.00 32.00 §
§ PEACHES, 42CT CA 41.00 41.00 §
§ PLUMS, BLACK AMBER 50CT 31.00 31.00 §
§ POTATOES, RUSSETT 10-5LB BAGS 24.00 24.00 §
§ RASPBERRIES 12 - 2PT CA 24.00 24.00 §
\ SPINACH, BABY 4LB CA 12.00 16.00 DN
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Advertising Rates: Fifteen words or less $3.75 per insertion. For
ads of more than 15 words, 25 cents per word per insertion. Initial
letters, hyphenated words, phone numbers and addresses, etc., are
counted separately. Print or type copy. Publication on a specific date
cannot be guaranteed. Advertisements will be published on a first-
come-first serve basis. Ads must be received by noon the Friday before
a publication date to be considered for insertion. Only ads of an agri-
cultural nature with a Connecticut phone number will be accepted.
Remittance with copy required. Make checks or money order payable
to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture and mail to: Marketing
- Ag Report Classifieds, Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 165
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
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