CONNI__ECT

__ T

B

W EEKLY

Connecticut Department of Agriculture

M. Jodi Rell, Governor
F. Philip Prelli, Commissioner
Robert R. Pellegrino, Bureau Director

CONNECTICUT
GROWN

Marketing & Technology Bureau, (860)
Jessey Ina-L
Wednesday, April

NOTES from the DEPARTMENT .

CABBAGE CONTEST WINNER CELEBRATION
By Jane Slupecki, Department of Agriculture
Marketing Representative

Early in November, we received a note from Ellis Ingram, Cabbage
Program Director, from the Bonnie Plant Company about their nation-
wide cabbage growing contest for third graders each fall. He notified
us that their company had selected Meghan Partesano of Highland
Elementary School in Wallingford, CT as the state winner, and gave
Meghan a $1000 savings bond for her higher education.

Commissioner Prelli was very excited to hear about Meghan’s
victory, and wanted to celebrate her accomplishment. So! On Friday,
March 27th, at a school assembly at the Highland Elementary School
in Wallingford, there was a gathering in the gym for a pretty well-kept
secret. About 150 people were present, including Meghan’s third and
fourth grade classmates, her parents, the third and fourth grade teach-
ers - Ms. Thorpe, Ms. Lynch, Ms. Riggione, Ms. Mullally, Ms. Malone
and Ms. Witz — who were there to honor Meghan. The Connecticut
Department of Agriculture presented Meghan with a proclamation
from Governor M. Jodi Rell, praising Meghan and her classmates for
their perseverance and dedication,
declaring, “ during this challenge,
Meghan and her classmates learned
of the difficulty of producing one’s
own produce and the challenges a
farmer faces every day in the fields, =
with a lack of rain or sun, weeds or _
bugs, and the time needed to care
for one’s crops; and...the State of [
Connecticut applauds Meghan’s win
as one of the hardworking third grad-
ers across the country that received
free cabbage plants and stepped
up to the challenge and the support
of her parents, fellow students and
teacher to help make this a fruit-
ful endeavor for Meghan;” and the
proclamation continued, saying, “It
is my hope that we can continue to
spread the love of gardening and in-
spire children of all ages to develop

an interest in nature and the outdoors, especially with the help of stu-
dents like Meghan.”

Meghan also received a plaque from Bonnie Plants’ representatives
and salespeople, Dave Ouellette and Donna Gardner, declaring her the
State of Connecticut Champion this year.

We showed the children the picture of Meghan’s winning cabbage.
All the children oohed and ahhhed - It was over 5 pounds, looking
much larger than Meghan! A very enthusiastic crowd asked questions
of the Department of Agriculture staff about growing cabbages and
average cabbage size.

We thanked Principal Reed, for her dedication to her students and
creative learning in her school. Principal Reed told the children even
more about the contest, the savings bond that Meghan had won, and
about this year’s contest for the third graders. Bonnie Plants and Ms.
Riggione passed out cabbage plants to the third graders, and Meghan
gave her secret growing tips and encouragement for the third graders.
Bonnie Plants explained that this year’s contest will be fierce as many
more schools will be participating across the state (their goal is 80!).
After the assembly, Meghan posed for pictures and was interviewed
by her local paper. Of course one of
the first questions she was asked is
if she ate any of the cabbage (no!)
! and would she like to do more gar-
dening (yes!) — and the fame and
glory ended as her parents told her
she had to return to class.

Congratulations, Meghan! And,
to any third graders out there: learn
how hard it is to be a farmer—grow
something in your garden—and
consider being a farmer—we need
that next generation to keep our
farms growing.

New farmers are grown in many
ways. Visit www.bonnieplants.com
to have your school participate and
learn about this hands-on incentive
to get kids growing and learning
about self-sufficiency and the love
of farming.
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NORTHEAST EGG PRICES U.S.D.A. METROPOLITAN AREA
. FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES U.S.D.A.
April 6 2009 NEW YORK PRICES
Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers, NEW ENGLAND GROWN WHITE EGGS
USDA Grade A and Grade A, White Eggs In ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5Ib 9.00 11.00 TO RETAILERS
Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen APPLE CIDER, 4/1 gallon 15.00 15.00 For 1 dozen,
EXTRALARGE 122-126 APPLES, Mcintosh 80ct ex fcy 2500 26.00 Grade A eggs on:
LARGE 121-125 BEAN SPROUTS, 10Ib bag 5.00 5.00 April 6, 2009
MEDIUM 79-81 POTATOES, Round white 10lb 200 2.00| EXTRALARGE  131-135
SQUASH, Acorn organic 35Ib 32.00 32.00 LARGE 129-133
MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION [sSQUASH, Butternut 1-1/9 bu Ige 25.00 25.00 MEDIUM 86-90
~Middiefield, CT, April 6, 2009 SQUASH, Delicata organic 35lb 37.50 37.50 Above quotations based on
Live animals brought the following average TOMATOES, 11Ibs greenhouse 18.00 18.00 CARTON sales to retailers.
prices per cwt.: - SHIPPED IN
Bob Calves: Low ~ High ASPARAGUS, 28Ib Ige CA 48.00 50.00 '
45-60 Ibs. 15.00  18.00 [BEANS, green bu FL 14.00 15.00 S
61-75 Ibs. 22,00 26.00 || UEBERRIES, med 4.40z/12ct FL 36.00 36.00
76-90 Ibs. 28.00  32.00 | CANTALOUPS, 12ct CR 16.00 20.00 =
%g %53 lte);h ; 33-88 32-88 CARROTS, 48/1lb med/ige CAN 14.00 15.00 PORTLAND DISPLAY
. : : CARROTS, 48/1lb organic, med/lge CA 30.00 30.00 AUCTION
Veal Calves 74.00  87.50 | CAULIFLOWER, White 12ct CA 20.00 22.00 [ FiSH LANDINGS AND PRICES
Beef Heifers 40.00  50.00 | ANTRO, 60 bunched TX 24.00 24.00 | speciES
Feeder Steers 70.00 ~ 87.50 | COLLARD GREENS, 12-16's GA 10.00 12.00 LBS LOW HIGH
Stock Bulls 50.00  88.50 | CORN, 4-1/2 dz FL 30.00 32.00 | copLGE 03 277 277
Beef Bulls 5200 72.50 | CUCUMBERS, 1-1/9bu med MEX 30.00 34.00 | ~MKT 11 202 231
Replacement Cows 1@ 500.00 | EGGPLANT, 1 1/9 bu med FL 3200 3200 | ScrRD1/ 00 141 141
Sows 28.00  30.00 | GRAPES, Thompson 18Ib Ige CHILE 17.00 20.00 | cusk 00 75 75
Hogs,Barrows and Gilts 50.00  58.00 || ETTUCE, Green Leaf 24's CA 2000 22.00 | DABS LGE 01 278 278
Feeder Pigs each 4500 58.00 || ETTUCE, Boston 12/40z TN 15.00 16.00 | mED 01 253 253
Sheep each 40.00  87.50 | MESCULIN, Mix 3lb CA 6.00 800 gy 03 238 238
Lambs each 42.00 125.00 | ONION, Yellow, 501b med NY 11.00 12.00 | GREYSOLE LGE.
Goats each 35.00 160.00 | pEARS, Bosc 4/5 bu, 70ct WASH 29.00 32.00
Kid Goats each 30.00  87.50 | pEPPER, Green Ige 1-1/9bu FL 16.00 16.00 00 397 397
Canners Up to 45.50 PEPPERY J reen ge1 | . ’ ’ MED 0.2 476 476
Cutters 46.00  48.75 | pEPPER, Long Hot 1-1/9bu FL 16.00 16.00 | gy 22 171 185
Utility Grade Cows 49.00  51.00 | RADISHES, 14/1Ib bag FL 7.00 7.00 '
Rabbits each 1000 3500 |RHUBARB. G HADDOCK ~ 00 181 181
Chickens each 10.00  65.00 [ gspINACH, 4Ib flat CA 10.00 12.00
Ducks each 11.00  19.00 | STRAWBERRIES, 8/ 1Ib FL 12.00 14.00 00 160 160
. : . . : : : HAKELGE 0.2 202 202
Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction. Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices MED 0.1 154 154
80-90 Ibs 126.00-150.00 SML 00 15 115
NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCTION 90-110 Lbs 122.00-142.00 Sow 0.2 257 257
MONDAY, April 6, 2009 Good and Choice 1-3 MONKTAIL LGE
Bulk/High/Low Dressing 50-60 Ibs 110.00-130.00 0.8 264 337
SLAUGHTER COWS: 60-70 Ibs 105.00-122.00 SML 0.7 236 239
Breakers 75-80% lean SLAUGHTER EWES: Good and Choice 1-3  POLLOCK LGE 0.2 147 147
47.00-50.50 50.50-53.00 45.00-47.00 120-160 Ibs 50.00-60.00 MED 06 127 148
Lean 85-90% lean 160-200 Ibs 42.00-56.00 SML 03 122 122
40.00-44.00 46.50-48.00 34.00-39.50 200-300 Ibs 30.00-44.00 OCN PRCH 06 84 98
SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1 SLAUGHTER GOATS: All goats are Selection
1030-1610Ibs  59.00-63.50 1, sold by the head, on estimated weights. NEW HOLLAND,PA HOG AUCTION
1685-1805lbs  57.50-59.00 Kids: 20-30 Ibs 28.00-42.00 Mon April 6, 2009 - Hogs sold by actual
Slaughter Lambs: Wooled & Shorn 30-40 Ibs 30.00-48.00 weights, prices quoted by hundred weight.
Choice and Prime 2-3 40-50 Ibs 36.00-50.00 Percent Lean Weight Price
40-50 Ibs 180.00-205.00 50-60 Ibs 44.00-58.00 49-54 220-270 Ibs  40.00-43.00
50-60 Ibs 172.00-200.00 60-70 Ibs 56.00-78.00 270-300 Ibs  38.50-41.50
60-70 Ibs 160.00-196.00 70-80 Ibs 74.00-94.00 300-350 Ibs  36.00-41.00
70-80 Ibs 156.00-178.00 80-90 Ibs 86.00-104.00 45-49 220-270 Ibs  39.00-42.00
80-90 Ibs 148.00-170.00 90-100 Ibs 94.00-110.00 270-300 Ibs  36.00-37.00
90-110 Ibs 136.00-165.00 100-110 Ibs 100.00-110.00 300-350 Ibs  36.50-38.00
130-150 Ibs 97.00-125.00 110-120 Ibs 105.00-114.00 40-45 220-270 Ibs  34.00-38.00
Choice 1-3 40-50 Ibs  147.00-170.00 Nannies/Does: 50-80 Ibs 28.00-52.00 300-350 Ibs  31.00-34.00
50-60 Ibs 140.00-166.00 80-130 Ibs 50.00-68.00 Sows: US 1-3 300-500 Ibs ~ 46.00-50.00
60-70 Ibs 136.00-158.00 Bucks/Billies: 100-150 Ibs 125.00-144.00 500-700 Ibs  52.00-55.00

70-80 Ibs 132.00-155.00 150-250 Ibs 132.00-156.00 Boars: 300-700 Ibs  10.00-18.00
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ADVERTISEMENTS

FOR SALE

1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT.
Beekeepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available
through Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-
8049, 1-877-267-8323, ddonahue01@comcast.net or www.hobbyfar-
musa.com.. Farm Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive
rates. 1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323, ddonahue01@comcast.net
or www.hobbyfarmusa.com., Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency.
Farm Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

3-R. CT Grown Mesh Bags - The Connecticut Department of Ag-
riculture has CT Grown Mesh Bags for sale. These bags are super
strong and exceptionally attractive. The dimensions are 16" | x 5" w x
12" h. They are being sold by the case (40 per case) for $156.16. For
more information or to order, please call (860)713-2503.

4-R. Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms,
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’'s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases,
30 doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

27-R. Hay- Excellent 1st cut wrapped round bales. $40 PU we
load. (860) 886-0716.

38-R. Firewood: Seasoned Oak: 16"-20” length. Cut and split. $225.
Feeder steers-heifers-bulls, 400-700 Ibs - .90/Ib. (860) 657-0325.

39-R. Krone and Massey Ferguson haying equipment, rakes, ted-
ders, balers easy 0% financing. Big Boy's Toys, LLC, Pomfret Center,
CT 860-928-9778 www.bigboystoyLLC.net

40-R. Hedge rows, drainage ditches, fence lines or any other hard
to reach areas getting overgrown? We have the solution. An excavator
mounted tree/brush mower capable of mowing 8”-12” diameters flush
to the ground. Call for brochure or machine location to observe work-
ing or possible free demonstration on your site. (860) 875-0280 or visit
Burkeridge.com Commercial Mowing Division.

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION
488 Cherry Hill Rd., Middlefield, Ct. 06455

FARM & LANDSCAPE EQUIPMENT AUCTION
Sat. April 25,2009 @ 8:30 am (Rain Or Shine)

This Sale is Open to the Public to Both Buy & Sell! The Sale
Consists of but is not Limited to Farm & Compact Tractors, Rider
Mowers, Cars, Trucks, Landscape Trailers, Backhoes, Dozers, Mini
Excavators, 3 Pt Hitch Attachments, Welders, Generators, Farm
Equipment, You Name It We Sell It!

Accepting Consignments rom- Weds. April 22 & Thurs. April 23
From 9:00 am to 7:00 pm & Fri. April 24, From 9:00 am To 5:00 pm
With Preview All Day Friday From 9:00 am To 7:00 pm

SPRING FEEDER CATTLE AUCTION
Sat. May 2,2009 @ 11:00 Am

This sale consists of all sizes, breeds & gender of beef cattle! It is
open to the public to both buy & sell. It is focused on the farmer to
get the best prices for their feeder cattle and for the buyer to get the
best quality to raise or show.

Accepting consignments on Friday May 1,2009 From 10:00 am
to 6:00 pm & Sat. 7:00 am to 11:00 am with sale starting promptly at
11:00 am. Cattle Will Be Fed And Watered For No Extra Cost!

Terms Of Sale --- Cash Or Check, Mastercard & Visa W/2% Sur-
charge. For More Information Call Lisa Scirpo 860-883-5828,
Sale Barn 860-349-3204, Res. 860-346-8550
Email --Sscirpo35@Comcast.Net

Lunch Room Open!

41-R. Brillion 5’ sure stand 3-pt seeder, handles both small and
large seeds - $3,500. John Deere 10’ AW disk harrow - $900. Portable
4’x5’ lambing pens. Fenceline feed bunks for sheep/goats. Call Howard
at (860) 489-3736 after 6:00 pm.

43-R. Rye straw for sale - clean and bright. For more information,
call (203) 484-0664.

45-R. Tobacco hook-lath for sale — used two seasons — 32 lath per
bundle @ $48.00 per bundle. Also several racks and pulling tractors.
(860) 982-7056.

50-R. Registered Scottish Highland cattle, smaller size, nearly
miniature in frame size. $400 to $1,000. 860-599-3759.

51-R. Casey 4-bar side delivery hay rake, 16ft portable hay eleva-
tor. Telephone 860-354-4659.

52-R. IH 720 reset plow 16” and 18” semi-mount. JD 4-bottom
reset plow $2,500. JD 5-bottom reset plow $2,500. 2 fiber dome, 3-ton
grain bins $1,500 each, Massey Ferguson 210 tractor $4,500. Massey
Ferguson 375 tractor, new motor $6,500. JD 4520 $8,000. 1-row IH
corn chopper. 2nd cut alfalfa hay for sale. 203-530-4953.

54-R. Pigmy goats for sale. Mostly white. Now is the time to pick
them out. 860-537-6487.

55-R. 2nd cutting hay for sale $4.50, HA-1100 Gehl hay head $400.
Pair 18.4 x 34 rear tractor tires 50% $200. 860-668-2920.

56-R. Allis Chalmers 4-row corn planter, International 1190 mower
conditioner, kept undercover, good condition. 1-860-668-2181.

WANTED

1-R. Producers Wanted: Connecticut Farm-to-Chef is a free pro-
gram that helps connect local culinary professionals with producers
and distributors of CT Grown products. Informational newsletters, work-
shops, networking, promotions and other opportunities are provided to
members as part of the program. Additional Connecticut producers
and distributors are needed for this popular and expanding program.
Please help us get your product into the hands of local chefs! Contact
Linda at the CT Department of Agriculture, Linda.Piotrowicz@ct.gov or
860-713-2558, for more information.

16-R. Wanted: Farmers for the CT Farm-to-School - The Farm-
to-School Program is a statewide effort designed to incorporate CT
Grown fresh fruits and vegetables into local schools cafeteria meals
and snacks. This project is intended to be twofold: to support local
farms and to offer more nutritious school meals as a result of buying
local, fresh, produce. If you are interested in selling to one, several, or
to a whole school district of schools (through a wholesaler or direct),
call Jane Slupecki at (860) 713-2588 or at Jane.Slupecki@ct.gov

20-R. Wanted: Land to Lease/ Rent - Small, outdoor recreational
club seeks lease of land. Possible long term arrangements. Refer-
ences available. Leave message 860-303-5252.

MISCELLANEOUS

7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real
Estate. Established Broker with™a lifetime of agricultural experience
and 40 years of finance. Representing both Buyers and Sellers. Call
Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

8-R. Horse properties, Farms and Land. Ralph’s the man spe-
cializing in all types of Real Estate. With a lifetime of agricultural and
business experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers
and sellers and make your dreams come true. Call Ralph Winn with
Century 21 Alaimo & Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or www.winwithWINN.
com.

48-R. For Lease: North Central CT — 50 person modern labor
camp, constructed in 2003, fully equipped, easy access to 1-91. $5.00
per person per day plus utilities. (860) 982-7056.

53-R. For Rent: Road side stand by the season on Route 22 in
Northford. 203-530-4953.
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AN INVITATION TO THE CONNECTICUT
SHEEP, WOOL AND FIBER FESTIVAL
Celebrating 100 Years!
Saturday, April 25, 2009 « 9AM - 4PM, rain or shine
Tolland Agricultural Center 24 Hyde Ave. - Rte. 30 Vernon, CT
(Just off 1-84 exit 67)
Free Admission except $5/car parking Fee
Sheep Displays * Fleece Sale « Sheep to Shawl Contest « Spinning
Bee « Sheep Shearing *Fiber Animal displays * Sheep Dog Trial * Ven-
dors of Spinning, Knitting, Fiber Products and Crafts « Free Workshops
& Demonstrations *Kids Corner « Ox Cart Rides * Cooking with Lamb
» Shepherd Workshops * Ask the CT State Vet «
CT Blanket & Door Prize * Food
Sponsored by the Connecticut Sheep Breeders Association, Inc.
www.CTsheep.org or (860) 526-3883
Food & Beverages Available. No Dogs on Grounds except Registered
Guide Dogs or Trial Dogs (in designated areas only)

THE ANNUAL SPRING HORSE AUCTION
Presented By University Of Conencitcut
College Of Agriculture And Natural Resources
Department Of Animal Science Presents

Saturday, April 25, 2000,
Sale Preview at 10:00 a.m., Horse Auction 1:00 p.m.
Horsebarn Hill Arena - Storrs, CT,
Tack/Equipment Tag Sale will be held ALL DAY

The sale is organized exclusively by UConn students
with faculty and staff supervision

Connecticut Weekly Agricultural Report (ISSN: 1059- 8723, USPS
129-340) is published weekly (48 issues), except for Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas, when the Governor closes State offices, and two
additional weeks, for $20.00 per year (hard copy - email cop-
ies are free) by the Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 165
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
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EASTERN REGION MILK REVIEW

MADISON, WI. April 1, 2009 - NORTHEAST balancing plants con-
tinue to receive heavy intakes. Most plants report that they are "running
full", or nearly so. Plants capable of butter manufacturing are increas-
ingly making butter for storage until later in the year. Dryers tend to be
in heavy use and the general priority is first producing nonfat dry milk
and next, dry buttermilk. Regional ice cream production is still below
capacity but expected to increase soon.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC plants are working to handle increasing milk
volume. One manager commented that his plant was "swamped" with
milk intakes. There is far more milk than fluid demand can handle.
Plants are heavily making nonfat dry milk and most are manufacturing
butter to add to inventory. Some plants that had not been churning to
maximize the volume of cream that could be sold, have now curtailed
cream sales in favor of butter manufacturing.

SOUTHEAST retail fluid milk promotions last week overall pro-
duced underwhelming results. This left balancing plants "scrambling”
to handle milk, including milk orders originally scheduled for the end
of last week that were cut after the promotions failed to meet expected
sales. Increasing production coupled with sluggish retail sales has
resulted in continuing milk flow into manufacturing, particularly NDM
and cheese plants.

FLORIDA is beginning to experience increased humidity levels
which has slowed production increases as ever larger numbers of sea-
sonal residents leave the state. This is helping plants deal with falling
retail fluid milk sales. Tanker shipments out of Florida totaled 191 last
week. Relatively low end of week milk inventory levels resulted in re-
ducing potential outward shipments to somewhat increase milk inven-
tory levels this week. Seasonal ice cream manufacturing has begun
but remains below full capacity. Increased production is expected in
the next few weeks.

Advertising Rates: Fifteen words or less $3.75 per insertion. For
ads of more than 15 words, 25 cents per word per insertion. Initial
letters, hyphenated words, phone numbers and addresses, etc., are
counted separately. Print or type copy. Publication on a specific date
cannot be guaranteed. Advertisements will be published on a first-
come-first serve basis. Ads must be received by noon the Friday before
a publication date to be considered for insertion. Only ads of an agri-
cultural nature with a Connecticut phone number will be accepted.
Remittance with copy required. Make checks or money order payable
to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture and mail to: Marketing
- Ag Report Classifieds, Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 165
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
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