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ConneCtiCut’s Bedding PlAnts 
Burst into Bloom in mAy

by Linda Piotrowicz, Agriculture Marketing Representative
As the month of April yields to May, Connecticut seems to burst 

into color.  Spring bulbs emerge, trees and shrubs begin to unfold their 
buds, and the state’s bedding plants explode into bloom.

What, exactly, is a “bedding plant?”  The website Answers.com de-
fines it as “a plant that has already been grown to blooming or near-
blooming size before being planted out in a usually formal area for sea-
sonal display of colorful flowers or foliage.”

Connecticut experts recommend waiting to put these plants in the 
home garden until mid-May, when a late frost is unlikely to impact most ar-
eas of the state.  Gardeners hoping to get a jump on the season often take 
a gamble, however, and plant as early as the first of May, watching weather 
forecasts carefully, and covering plants with a sheet or special “row cover” 
material if temperatures are expected to dip near the freezing mark.

Another description of bedding plants is “annual plants that com-
plete their life cycles in a single growing season.  Others are actually 
tender perennials that we treat as annuals in temperate regions of the 
country. Still others are bulbs, herbs, ground covers, vegetables, small 
fruits, or woody plants. Clearly, the term bedding plant is not a botani-
cal classification but a term that describes plants that share a common 
method of production and marketing. Bedding plants are produced in 
greenhouses, grown and sold in market flats, and marketed in retail 
stores, such as mass-market outlets or garden centers.” (Source: Ala-
bama Cooperative Extension website, www.aces.edu/pubs/docs/A/
ANR-0184.)

In Connecticut, these plants are grown in the state’s estimated 300 
commercial greenhouse businesses.  Their combined production space 
is approximately 9,000,000 SF, with wholesale sales near $200 million 
annually, according to Robert Heffernan, Executive Director of the Con-
necticut Green Industries, www.flowersplantsinct.com.  

These growers produce millions of bedding plants each year; this 
year’s projections include 125,000 begonia plants, over 1 million gera-
niums, 600,000 impatiens plants, 250,000 pansies, and a combined to-
tal of 2 million other bedding plants.  Because Cheshire contains such a 
large concentration of greenhouse growers, it commonly is called “The 
Bedding Plant Capital of Connecticut.”

As many as 50 percent of the bedding plants produced in the state 
are exported outside of Connecticut, bringing in millions of dollars from 
other areas.  

Bedding plants are a significant part of Connecticut’s environmental 
horticulture industry, which includes more than 3,350 firms statewide.  
These companies are involved in production (nurseries, greenhous-
es, herbs, cut flowers, turfgrass), retail (garden centers, florists), and 
landscape services (landscape design, installation, maintenance, lawn 
care, tree care).

“The environmental horticulture industry is not only a large sector 
of the state’s agriculture, it is a significant contributor to Connecticut’s 
economy,” said Mr. Heffernan. “Research shows that environmental 
horticulture produced an estimated $1.022 billion in gross income in 
2007” (the latest year for which figures are available).  

“The industry is a good source of jobs, too,” Mr. Heffernan contin-
ued.  “At least 48,000 people are employed in this industry, half of those 
full-time.  Another 5,800 workers are needed, including 3,300 full-time 
positions.  This industry paid an estimated $490 million to employees in 
2007, including benefits, with an average increase in cost of labor per 
firm of 15 percent from 2004 to 2007.  Those figures are quite significant 
in today’s economy.”

All this is good news for the state’s consumers, because it means they 
can find the very freshest, healthiest, highest-quality plants at Connecticut’s 
garden centers, mass retailers, and farmers’ markets, usually within a few 
dozen miles from where they have been grown.  These CT Grown plants 
have not been shipped long distances on enclosed trucks, and, as a result, 
have not been subjected to cultural stresses that can result in less-than-de-
sirable results when transplanted into the garden.  

To find a retailer of CT Grown bedding plants, consumers can go to 
the new CT Garden and Landscape Trail at www.ctgardentrail.com.  This 
informative guide features over 60 facilities of Connecticut’s Green Indus-
try, including nurseries, garden centers, greenhouses, and landscapers.  
It also provides abbreviated listings for another 86 similar businesses, 
along with more than three dozen beautiful public garden sites.

Thousands of customers seeking CT Grown bedding plants and 
shrubs turn out each spring at the popular early morning farmers' mar-
ket held daily on the grounds of the Hartford Regional Market, www.
ct.gov/doag/cwp/view.asp?a=1370&q=420026.  Market officials rec-
ommend shoppers bring a flashlight and arrive early for best selection 
(gates open at 5:00 AM).  

For those who prefer to sleep in until the rooster crows, a list of 
farmers’ markets throughout the state, nearly 30 of which open for the 
season in May, is available on the Publications page of the CT Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s website, www.CTGrown.gov.



FresH  Fruits  &  VegetABles

Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices

nortHeAst  egg  PriCes  u.s.d.A.  
April 27, 2009

Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers, 
USDA Grade A and Grade A,  White Eggs In 

Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen
EXTRA LARGE 75-78
LARGE 73-75
MEDIUM 61-63

neW englAnd groWn
ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5lb  9.00 11.00
APPLE CIDER, 4/1 gallon  15.00 15.00
APPLES, Mcintosh 80ct xfcy 25.00 26.00
BEAN SPROUTS, 10lb bag 5.00 6.00
CHIVES, 1/lb 12/bunch  8.00 8.00
FIDDLEHEADS, 5lb New England 5.00 5.00
POTATOES, Round white  10/5lb 10.00 10.00
SQUASH, Acorn organic 35lb 32.00 32.00
SQUASH, Delicata organic 35lb 37.50 37.50
                            sHiPPed in  
ARRUGULA, 4/5bu 24’s NJ 11.00 11.00
ASPARAGUS, 28lb lge WASH 50.00 50.00
BEANS, green bu FL  19.00 22.00
BLUEBERRIES, 4.4oz/12ct lge FL 20.00 24.00
CABBAGE, 50lb Green GA 14.00 15.00
CARROTS, 48/1lb med/lge CA 15.00 17.00
CILANTRO, ½ crate 24’s NJ 12.00 12.00
CIPOLINOS (Onion), 10lb bag NY 18.00 20.00
COLLARD GREENS, 12-16’s GA  10.00 12.00
CUCUMBERS, 1-1/9bu med FL 16.00 18.00
EGGPLANT, Italian Greenhouse 5kg CAN 18.00 18.00
LEEKS, 12 bunched NJ  13.00 15.00
LETTUCE, Green Leaf 24’s CA 19.00 22.00
LETTUCE, Boston Greenhouse 12/4oz TN 15.50 16.00
MESCULIN, Mix 3lb CA  5.50 6.50
ONION, Vidalia 40lbs jbo GA 21.00 22.00
PEA, Snow 10lb GU  8.00 10.00
PEPPER, Green lge 1-1/9 bu FL 11.00 11.00
PEPPER, Jalapeno ½ bu FL 12.00 13.00
PEPPER, Long Hot 1-1/9bu FL 16.00 16.00
POTATOES, Long White 50lb CA 25.00 25.00
RADISHES, 2dz bunched NJ 10.00 12.00
RHUBARB, 10lb OREGON 32.00 32.00
SPINACH, 4lb flat CA  9.00 9.00
STRAWBERRIES, 8/ 1lb CA 11.00 14.00
TOMATOES, Greenhouse 15Ibs 27’s ME  18.00 18.00

metroPolitAn  AreA 
u.s.d.A. 

neW   yorK PriCes
WHite   eggs

to   retAilers
For   1 dozen,

Grade  A  eggs  on:
April 27, 2009

EXTRA LARGE 82-86 
LARGE 80-84      
MEDIUM 68-72

Above quotations based on 
CARTON sales to retailers.

middlesex   liVestoCK   AuCtion
Middlefield, CT, April 27, 2009

Live animals brought the following average 
prices per cwt.:
Bob Calves:                               Low         High
  45-60 lbs. 16.00 20.00
  61-75 lbs. 22.00 28.00
  76-90 lbs. 30.00 34.00
  91-105 lbs. 36.00 38.00
  106 lbs. & up 40.00 48.00
Farm Calves 49.00 50.00
Started Calves 22.00 26.00
Veal Calves 67.50 125.00
Open Heifers 70.00 92.50
Beef Heifers 54.00 57.00
Feeder Steers 44.00 85.00
Beef Steers 60.00 70.00
Stock Bulls 64.00 93.00
Beef Bulls 55.00 65.00
Replacement Cows 800.00 1050.00
Feeder Pigs each 37.50 57.00
Sheep each 40.00 70.00
Lambs each 45.00 130.00
Goats each 57.50 185.00
Kid Goats each 42.50 112.50
Canners                                   Up to  49.00
Cutters  50.00 52.50
Utility Grade Cows 53.00 55.00
Rabbits each 8.00 24.00
Chickens each 5.00 38.00
Ducks each 5.00 25.00
Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction. 

neW HollAnd,PA Hog AuCtion
Mon April 27, 2009  

Hogs sold by actual weights, prices quoted by 
hundred weight.       
  Percent Lean          Weight           Price
 49-54 220-270 lbs     43.50-46.50              
                        270-300 lbs     42.00-44.00

neW HollAnd liVestoCK AuCtion, 
mondAy, APril 27, 2009

SLAUGHTER COWS: 
             Bulk/               High/        Low Dressing
 Breakers            75-80% lean  
  50.00-52.75   54.50-57.00    45.00-45.25
 Boners              80-85% lean  
  47.00-52.00   52.00-53.25    44.00-46.75
 Lean                85-90% lean  
  42.00-46.50   48.00-51.75    38.75-42.00
SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1  
  1005-1670 lbs  61.00-67.00
  1705-2220 lbs  56.00-61.00
SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn 
 Choice and Prime 2-3  
   40-50 lbs  174.00-190.00
   50-60 lbs  66.00-184.00
   60-70 lbs  158.00-180.00
   70-80 lbs  154.00-174.00
   80-90 lbs  149.00-168.00
   90-110 lbs  142.00-160.00
   110-130 lbs  138.00-150.00
SLAUGHTER EWES: Good and Choice 1-3  
   120-160 lbs  46.00-60.00

   160-200 lbs  40.00-56.00
   200-300 lbs  34.00-50.00
Slaughter Goats:  All goats are Selection 1, 
sold by the head, on estimated weights.
Kids:   20-30 lbs  30.00-48.00
   30-40 lbs  46.00-60.00
   40-50 lbs  52.00-68.00
   50-60 lbs  76.00-88.00
   60-70 lbs  88.00-106.00
   70-80 lbs  98.00-116.00
   80-90 lbs  102.00-120.00
   90-100 lbs  118.00-136.00
Nannies/Does: 50-80 lbs  64.00-70.00
   80-130 lbs  68.00-80.00
   130-180 lbs  76.00-94.00
Bucks/Billies:  100-150 lbs  130.00-142.00
   150-250 lbs  146.00-168.00

                        300-350 lbs     38.00-40.50
 45-49      220-270 lbs     42.00-45.00
                        270-300 lbs     39.00-41.00
                        300-350 lbs     34.00-40.00
      40-45          270-300 lbs     34.50-37.00
Sows:  US 1-3 300-500 lbs     34.00-37.00               
                        500-700 lbs     46.00-47.00

neW BedFord 
WHAling City 

SEAFOOD DISPLAY AUCTION
SEA SCALLOPS LANDINGS & 

PRICES IN 1, 000 LBS 
DATE 4/28/09, PRICES 

INCLUDES DEALERS FEES
SPECIES SEA SCALLOPS                                                                                
                       LBS    MIN    HIGH
10/20 ELEPHANT TRUNK             
          18.0    620     620
U/10 MID ATL   0.8    885     915
U/12                  2.5    755     920
10/20              12.2    615     640
20/30                6.0    640     645

neW BedFord - 
WHAling City seAFood 

disPlAy AuCtion
FISH LANDINGS & PRICES 
IN 1,000 LBS & $/CWT DATE 
4/28/09 - PRICES INCLUDES 

DEALERS FEES
SPECIES        LBS    MIN   HIGH
HADDOCK 4.4    182     202
HADD SCRD  25.9    131      147
JIG HADD    0.3    267      267
JIG SCRD HADD                    

   1.4   198     198
JIG MKT  COD1/                0.0   162     162
   SCRD                           0.1   191     191
GILLNET LGE COD        0.0   168     168
 SCRD                               0.0   149     149
COD LGE                           1.3   252     301
  MKT                         17.7   164     289
  SCRD                            1.9   146     157
 MIXED COD                        0.2   120     120
POLLOCK                           0.1   103     103
 POLL MED                         2.8     86     102
 SCRD                               0.0     72       72
WOLF                                0.0     86       86
CUSK                                0.0     74       74
HAKE LGE                          0.2   287     287
 MED                              0.1   243     243
 SML                                0.0   113     113



AdVertisements

more orgAniC surVey on PAge 4

middlesex liVestoCK AuCtion
488 Cherry Hill Rd., Middlefield, Ct. 06455

sPring Feeder CAttle AuCtion 
Sat. May 2,2009 @ 11:00 Am

This sale consists of all sizes, breeds & gender of beef cattle! It is 
open to the public to both buy & sell. It is focused on the farmer to 

get the best prices for their feeder cattle and for the buyer to 
get the best quality to raise or show.

AcceptIng consignments on Friday May 1,2009 From 10:00 am
to 6:00 pm & Sat. 7:00 am to 11:00 am with sale starting promptly 
at 11:00 am. Cattle Will Be Fed And Watered For No Extra Cost! 

Terms Of Sale --- Cash Or Check, Mastercard & Visa W/2% Sur-
charge.  For More Information Call Lisa Scirpo 860-883-5828, 

Sale Barn 860-349-3204, Res. 860-346-8550
Email --Sscirpo35@Comcast.Net

Lunch Room Open!

 For sAle
1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT. 

Beekeepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available 
through Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-
8049, 1-877-267-8323,    ddonahue01@comcast.net or www.hobbyfar-
musa.com..  Farm Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive 
rates.  1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323, ddonahue01@comcast.net 
or www.hobbyfarmusa.com., Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency.  
Farm Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

3-R.  CT Grown Mesh Bags - The Connecticut Department of Ag-
riculture has CT Grown Mesh Bags for sale.  These bags are super 
strong and exceptionally attractive.  The dimensions are 16” l x 5” w x 
12” h.  They are being sold by the case (40 per case) for $156.16.  For 
more information or to order, please call (860)713-2503.

4-R.  Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms, 
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases, 
30 doz and 15 doz.  Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

27-R.  Hay- Excellent 1st cut wrapped round bales. $40 PU we 
load. (860) 886-0716.

40-R.  Hedge rows, drainage ditches, fence lines or any other hard 
to reach areas getting overgrown? We have the solution. An excavator 
mounted tree/brush mower capable of mowing 8”-12” diameters flush 
to the ground. Call for brochure or machine location to observe work-
ing or possible free demonstration on your site. (860) 875-0280 or visit 
Burkeridge.com Commercial Mowing Division.

43-R.  Rye straw for sale - clean and bright. For more information, 
call (203) 484-0664.

50-R.  Registered Scottish Highland cattle, smaller size, nearly min-
iature in frame size. $400 to $1,000.  860-599-3759.

60-R.  Massey Ferguson 385 tractor, new motor - $6,500. IH 710 
and 720 4 bottom semi mount reset plows. IH 720 5 bottom reset plow. 
IH 450 3 bottom 3 pt hitch plow. NH 565 baler chute and hitch $6,000. 
2 New Holland 311 balers chute and hitch. JD 328 baler with kicker 
$6,500. Several JD KBA harrows. NH BR 730 round baler $11,500 can 
bale wet hay. NH tandem axle manure spreader $3,000. 3pt post hole 
digger. 3pt York rake. 10ft Brillion seeder $3,750.  Augur Farms 203-
530-4953.

61-R.  NH 575 baler with thrower, low wear, used 5 seasons 
$16,000. NH 575 baler with thrower, 02 model $13,500. JD 5320 1500 
hours, forward reverser $15,500. JD 5420, JD 6200 $15,500 each. IH 
784 cab $10,500. JD 4020 power shift side consel $11,500. 2-row, 3pt 
hitch cultivator $600. NH 311 baler with thrower $6,500. JD 336 baler 
$3,500. JD 5 bottom reset trailer plow $3,000. IH and JD front and rear 
wheel wts. New and used kicker wagons. New 4-star Pequea hydraulic 
fold tedder $6,000. New Holland 4-star hydraulic fold tedder $4,000. 
11ft Pequea rotary rake, new $6,000. New Morra 4-star tedder $4,500. 
Augur Farms 203-530-4953.

64-R.  Somers  3.3 acre business zoned with 960 SF building and 
9000 SF of greenhouse space.  Established greenhouse operation, 
wholesale-retail. Zoned for many business uses. $239,900  Clint Char-
ter, Wallace-Tustin Realty 860-558-3908.

65-R.  3-year-old registered Hereford bull, halter broke, great tem-
perament, nationally recognized bloodlines, proven sire $2,200. Free 
delivery anywhere in CT. Ask for Katie 860-485-0568 or bluemoonher-
efords@sbcglobal.net.

66-R.  Freeman 3000 front end loader with controls. Came off John 
Deere 630. Best offer. 860-354-6310.

69-R.  Four bar John Deere side delivery rake, excellent condition. 
860-767-1257.

70-R.  Bred Angus & Shorthorn cows, due May and October, A.I. 
breeding, reasonably priced. 860-889-2294.

72-R.  Spring Chicken Sale – Alabama Greys, Italian Reds, Con-
necticut Whites. Call 860-608-1226 for more information.

73-R.  1466 I.H. tractor - $14,500. Parting out 3588, 2+2 tractor. 
Bull dozer’s Fiat Allis, 16-B. 860-274-8162.

74-R.  Hay, apples, honey. 860-274-8214. 860-274-5002.

WAnted
20-R.  Wanted: Land to Lease/ Rent - Small, outdoor recreational 

club seeks lease of land.  Possible long term arrangements.  Refer-
ences available.  Leave message  860-303-5252.

63-R.  John Deere 858 hay rake wanted for parts.  860-301-4647.
67-R.  Wanted: Farm land to lease. 1-5 acres. Litchfield, Wash-

ington, Roxbury, New Milford, Bridgewater or Brookfield. Experienced 
farmer will keep tidy organic farm/garden with 4  bee hives. Call 860-
946-7079.

68-R.  6 - 10 young Chinese Geese wanted.  Call Bob Brooks - 
860-442-4237

71-R.  Two 21L-24 tractor tires; used chain and sprockets for John 
Deere 550A dozer. 860-673-6100.

75-R.  Interested in purchasing/leasing  1-3 acres of farmable or 
pasture land in North Central CT. for small vegetable growing opera-
tion. Please contact Kim 860-688-6020

misCellAneous
7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real 

Estate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience 
and 40 years of finance.  Representing both Buyers and Sellers.  Call 
Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

8-R.  Horse properties, Farms and Land.  Ralph’s the man special-
izing in all types of Real Estate.  With a lifetime of agricultural and busi-
ness experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers and 
sellers and make your dreams come true.  Call Ralph Winn, Century 
21 Alaimo & Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or www.winwithWINN.com.

usdA to ConduCt First Wide-sCAle 
surVey oF orgAniC ProduCers 

Concord, NH – The 2007 Census of Agriculture counted over 20,000 
U.S. farms engaged in organic production. To learn more about how the 
growth of organic production is changing the face of U.S. agriculture, 
the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will soon 
conduct its first wide-scale survey of organic agricultural producers and 
producers in transition to organic agriculture. 
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Cure For Honey Bee Colony CollAPse?
ScienceDaily (Apr. 14, 2009) — For the first time, scientists have 

isolated the parasite Nosema ceranae (Microsporidia) from profession-
al apiaries suffering from honey bee colony depopulation syndrome. 
They then went on to treat the infection with complete success.

In a study published in the new journal from the Society for Applied 
Microbiology: Environmental Microbiology Reports, scientists from 
Spain analysed two apiaries and found evidence of honey bee colony 
depopulation syndrome (also known as colony collapse disorder in the 
USA). They found no evidence of any other cause of the disease (such 
as the Varroa destructor, IAPV or pesticides), other than infection with 
Nosema ceranae. The researchers then treated the infected surviving 
under-populated colonies with the antibiotic drug, flumagillin and dem-
onstrated complete recovery of all infected colonies.

The loss of honey bees could have an enormous horticultural and 
economic impact worldwide. Honeybees are important pollinators of 
crops, fruit and wild flowers and are indispensable for a sustainable 
and profitable agriculture as well as for the maintenance of the non-ag-
ricultural ecosystem. Honeybees are attacked by numerous pathogens 
including viruses, bacteria, fungi and parasites.

For most of these diseases, the molecular pathogenesis is poorly 
understood, hampering the development of new ways to prevent and 
combat honeybee diseases. So, any progress made in identifying 
causes and subsequent treatments of honey bee colony collapse is 
invaluable. There have been other hypothesis for colony collapse in 
Europe and the USA, but never has this bug been identified as the 
primary cause in professional apiaries.

“Now that we know one strain of parasite that could be responsible, 
we can look for signs of infection and treat any infected colonies before 
the infection spreads” said Dr Higes, principle researcher.

“The Organic Production Survey comes in direct response to the 
growing interest in organics among consumers, farmers, businesses 
and others,” said Gary Keough, director of the NASS New England 
Field Office. “This is an opportunity for organic producers to share their 
voices and help ensure the continued growth and sustainability of or-
ganic farming in the United States.  This is especially important for the 
organic producers in our New England States because we are second 
only to California in number of organic farms. New England is also the 
sixth largest in organic acres and impressively third nationally in value 
of sales of organically produced commodities.” 

The survey will look at all aspects of organic agriculture during the 
2008 calendar year – from production and marketing practices, to in-
come and expenses. 

“The results will help shape future decisions regarding farm policy, 
funding allocations, availability of goods and services, community de-
velopment and other key issues,” Keough noted. “In addition, the infor-
mation can help producers make informed decisions about the future of 
their own farming operations.” 

NASS will mail the Organic Production Survey in early May to all 
known organic producers in the United States. They are required to re-
spond by June 17. Results are expected to be available in winter 2009. 

Survey participants are guaranteed by law (Title 7, U.S. Code) that 
their individual information will be kept confidential. NASS uses the in-
formation only for statistical purposes and publishes data only in tabu-
lated totals.

orgAniC surVey From PAge 3

This finding could help prevent the continual decline in honey bee 
population which has recently been seen in Europe and the USA.


